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Preface 


often objectionable. One might as well cen¬ 
sure the innocent collector of coins because 
some over-enthusiastic individual occasionally - 
resorts to the strenuous expedient of assault 
and battery, or highway robbery, in order to 
increase his store. Really, I have no apologies 
to make for my amiable tribe. When such 
men as Dr. Emmet, Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan, 
and Mr. John D. Crimmins collect autographs, 
we humble persons may not be ashamed to 
follow in their footsteps —haud passihus a&quis. 

In the Connoisseur of October, 1901, Henry 
Thomas Scott writes concerning “Rational 
Autograph Collecting,” and expresses the opin¬ 
ion that interest in the subject and the number 
of collectors “steadily increase.” I hope that 
it is true, and, if it be true, there may be some 
who may find something to appeal to them in 
these notes and jottings, made in the leisure 
intervals of a professional life. 

Adrian H. Joline. 


New York, 1902. 





tium'urnoxw 

4 H wv » 4’ *41 \U 1 ru s \\t ’ *4 it I P fit'll 
on , m;v;, 4 i n> iS,\> % n 4n 


v» / >'**' \ * ( . 4 mi . , , , . - - - 4 . , 

t M PP n 4 **, % M'M! f **4 n . ,t i *j j J| 

» * pmi J P v w v '**i #. u '« I n 4 w *■" m 

M '*4 <4 U IV‘ i iv r V H * -, P . , , M i’i 

» P W 1 \M # 1 ' Mi 1 1 ‘ i, t VI -P P *•'■*■ " lli 


< M 4 4* M >' i' . y ■*> i i - " K‘. < 

44 * n / . , 

i p / , $ n< p, ‘ w, , ■ 


> » - *, M ' % ? 4 - J p M P ' < > , *’ 11 

P 1 '* * t M . * 4 j * ' ' p P 4 4 1 ■' - . ,< » : 5 I 5 

r,' m ( , ,; u t 1 ,i , - r, - ! i . v Mil 

- ' a p ,/ f :■ , ' , n ill 

¥M i, 4 . , ■ ' / 4 , 4 i i> * * Jill 

;• 'X < ■ ; 'Jj 1 1 - ■ ' • ■ 4 : V'l, ,- P *n *' J 1J 

«< ' , 44 ' , p' < <p 4. * < ' * Jjl 

r, ’4 f f J ■ 1 P < n - J '> , :- 4 ' 




, p '4 41) i ■’ , p ^ M 1 • )*j , i:,'/ ■ -■ *<n 












MEDITATIONS OF 
AN AUTOGRAPH COLLECTOR 

I 

I T is a pleasant thing to sit here, this rainy 
afternoon, with the books and the “ collec¬ 
tion ” close at hand. I have certainly been 
arranging that collection for ten years, and it is 
not arranged yet. If these things continue to 
increase in numbers I shall have to resort to 
the methods of that old opium - s wilier, De 
Quincey—lock the door, abandon the accumula¬ 
tions, and seek a new lodging where I may begin 
all over again. I believe there is a tribe of Ind¬ 
ians somewhere in Alaska who have the pleas¬ 
ing custom of burning their wigwams when 
they find that their goods and chattels are be¬ 
coming oppressively overcrowded, and starting 
life afresh, unburdened by personal property. 
I think I will go to Alaska and collect totem- 
poles. A distinguished Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, now deceased, used to 
collect almanacs, even those of Ayer and Josh 
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Meditations of an Autograph t>H*vivr 

Billings. \\ hv lie dul ii 1 m a' e n uo i , * 
for he never made a joke in b: : Lr; ;:•* w * ... 
dry as the pages of the Annul* A t'■ >;*/'• • ■' 

of my own Dictionary of Amnicun r 1 
Biography. But one must e» <!!<*<' ' f *j 11 > ■;!, — . 
even postage-stamps and hook - pLv .. W '■ • 
said that man is an animal which e.-L- " • 1 p 
must have been Andrew Lang. Lr he • u. ■ .1 
things nowadays. 

Doubtless the "profane vulvar ” n a 
and all other individuals of tin aut-pi.i;■?; a 1 ; 
ing species, as ineinheis of the et<nrn- n ) • •••■• 
of semi-lunatics who gather bird i t v Sm r v 
flies, hotel-pa{>er, teacups, and Japan, v,r v,>o: 5 
guards. They think that 1 carry 
me a gilt-bound volume ami ask ho ld.- . > , 

nates to write their names in it. 1 have ,d . ■. . 
had a notion that the hooks which the : • i 
brought to Tarquinius Prisons were wh o. 
known as "autograph books," suAi ,c • <- 
thrust in these days under the tin-,.-. , ; • 

and generals. They suppose that 1 ,cA l - 
to .statesmen and authors, n-qur .lie- da- hi. 
etc., etc., and enclosing stamp j.-r n-ph. \\!,. 
they wish to be particularly kind, f):r * N a: ' \ 
signature from some Liter or «!.. •;?.. • • . ; .. 

eminent person and promt it to j,,.- p, 
a familiar, conternpnnmeuu l.mn.-o, e j t: , 
to reflect that, in the minds of th»- j:j■.p ■ 

.* 
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Meditations of> an Autograph Collector 

derstood the feelings of a collector, they would 
surely have favored their friends more frequently 
with an A. L. S., 1 or even an A. N. S.’ When 
they were signing the Declaration on that 
warm July afternoon, and committing them¬ 
selves to the famous fallacy that "all men are 
created equal,” they might have foreseen the 
day when every American collector would 
begin his colligending career by gathering 
"Signers.” 

On reflection, I recall the fact that, historically, 
they did not sign in July, but dribbled along 
through the summer and autumn of 1776, and 
even later, so that some signed who were not 
entitled to sign and others failed to sign who 
ought to have signed; but that is a detail. We 
must all cling loyally to the belief that they 
flocked about that table, one pleasant summer 
day, as they are represented by the accurate 
and artistic Trumbull, their shins very much 
in evidence, and John Hancock, clad in black, 
and several times bigger than any of his fellow- 
congressmen, sitting cross-legged, with a mel¬ 
ancholy expression of countenance, in the chair 
of state. I give the most implicit credence to 
that picture, as I do to all those wonderful 
representations of General George Washington 
which make the life of the extra-illustrator a 

1 Autograph letter signed. s Autograph note signed. 
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Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

possessor of a gem of great price; for the price 
was great, as a certain well-known Nassau 
Street expert can testify. But not many years 
later, that genial Democratic statesman of the 
tribe of Dan, who successfully combines politics 
and the pursuit of autographs, raked Long 
Island with a fine comb, and now every child 
who gathers pebbles on the beach may have 
his Simon Boerum if he cares for such a 
thing. 

A plague, I say, on those mousers who go 
about finding new and hitherto unsuspected 
Continental congressmen. Just when I think 
that I have finished my set, some new man 
turns up who never served, of course, and never 
showed his classic countenance in Philadelphia; 
but somebody once said that he might possibly 
be chosen to represent his State, and that is 
enough. His name goes thundering down the 
ages and there is a blank in my catalogue, to 
be filled only after long, tedious, and prayerful 
waiting. This sort of person generally turns 
up as a D. S. 1 He could not write a letter, and 
if he did the man who received it burned it 
promptly. He usually hails from North Caro¬ 
lina or New Jersey. My study of history tells 
me that North Carolina devoted most of her 
energies during the Revolution to choosing 
1 Document signed. 
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Meditations of an Autograph IhdUvfm* 

He appends a facsimile, and any one u;a\ •> r 
that the true reading is: 


Cask of wine, 

Stone Hi*ttic do., 

A Cradle, t\e. 

Cowper may therefore he acquitted of the rk »v- 
of spelling a simple word like '‘bottle. • i n 
way which suggests hni frequent ah je;,.,, 
of the contents of those same huitlri 
are other mistakes, hut why duel! mu .n. ■ >,* 
These small flaws are of little moment. 

We collectors sometimes get a ghm}.'.c >■:. i s ,»• 
interior of characters not vouch-add t*> 
rest of mankind, I wonder what tjmvn V;, n ■; >,< 
would have thought if I had show n bet .< k t, 
snugly buried in one of my most elmjee v<! ume,, 
which she addressed to her gay and oak,on. 
Premier Melbourne, before site eqiuu mi hu,. e 
Albert. Here it is; 


If Lord Melbourne isn’t wry turd, t d h - ., 
here? lie needn t dress, but *au 11eo' - jo o '>■, 
is. The Queen would see him up ’.),uj , m h , 
room. I have heard much wh «■*»?,»■>■>•. *,,, ; t 
wd be such a thing d you r’d imuj, it • - , , 

minute, unless you are’my itml n .! V,, j 
me. _ Just say yes, or no. If sou , da ■! > , 
carriage quickly, I e’d send mine 1 „ 

X 


V M'.J 
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and I should have been past hope. 1 s'opjvd m 
the middle of a draught of ice-water, uuh 

insatiable thirst—thought over the sline ■ on- 
self steadily—and ordered the doctors mu m '.V 
house. Everybody was in an agony, hut I <-w 
and raged till they had to give its -stole!..! a I 
toast and water in quantities, and tint .t.ud *.*>*! 
tices to the bowels. One doctor hid oideted j,> 
mentation; that I persevered its, adding w.i.tasd 
to give outside ptiin. 1 used brandy and u a, r 
as hot as I could drink it, for stimulant kept 
myself up with it—washed myself out with f ! < - d . 
of toast and water—and ate nothin*.; and t- tu d 
off medicine. In twenty-four hour.-, 1 had fume,id 
the pain under—in twenty-four nton* I had hc.dibi 
appetite for meat, ami was safe- lull the amo, «S 
poor Joanna! forced to give me meat, h*t i .•;i„d 
roast chicken inskuitly—when the da. tat .. *,;< 
able to get at me, were imploring lot to png.-i 
on me not to kill myself, sis they said l bad! 
The poor thing stood it nobly, of emiM**, mate 
them could move me one whit, l forced them m 
give me cold roast beef ami mustard at tu«,o , l , U 
in the morning! And here 1 am. than!, tbd to 
all intent tmd purpose quite well .!■-.)»! 1, (£ - | 

was within an ace of the grave- and f hum u,, *, 
something of doctors that -well, 1 thought M b u , 
hard enough on them--hut he',, .nm],hm-.n*.,;, 
to what I shall k> after this. Thank , U„ .-]■ ,, 
good love—hut do try to under .land ,« 
better—indocilest, when I ehome, of hum ?n j it 
ures—but yours, most afTediunateh, 

J<IH\ Id NUi.N 
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precise and frigid way, "Why do v.ui 
me?” 

But I am growing reminiscent, ami that e. a 
sign of advancing years. We mu 4 it»:b tin, 
tendency. We must not let it grow ujh'Jj u , 
Presently we may find ourselves w tiling nn- 
moirs, the last refuge of a man whose pnve.s 
sion has gone by. 
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an eminent judge in this town «!'- in 
own type-writing, anti has (he h,tnf;ii'‘<‘4 iu-n 
to print his signature with the nddsmr: *»t 
"X, his mark." Could depravity he 
further! 

The ability to sjwll correct! v i ; not v-o C 
safed to all men. A few mom.-nf. a.;-. r> 
rummaging about for a misting \ i. S , 1 
ran across this example: 

H YKITOKH, N. V.. ?■'.*>•<* /-A 

Dear Sir,—I thm.’ it ;. >. * 

my photograph. They have Iwvi va j • 

teur things. 

Very trulv m-u; 

St'J'.t'U!" \ i v 

This reminds one of Arb-imt-s W r>! , -C.- 
brated remark abonl Chaiuer hem,; .1 t 
poet, but “he couldn't sjrl." It h»A , 
the not uncommon error ol \mtme 4 %>■<■•>! 
place of another having a \om«<whut n v t 
sound. No doubt poor Crane'. mmd *.» > 
ing on other things than spelling 

Readers of American politi.ol hM,.,,. 
recall the fact that the eneuitv, i<; V-4i , 
Jackson were accustomed to i i» jn );!■•• ) ■ ?« ■ • 
his alleged illiteracy ami his > ■ 

the spelling department of the iumuj.nv J 
general habitually made his a’i hie .*■ .■ 
hence it was charged against hint that C- 
14 




Mt-tlii'jilu’iiH i 1 !- an Auta^raph tVlUvh'r 

*ii<i /■■*;' h" >'Vt, J ,>.*> ii !■> |^ < 1 hr. - "tw I'.iiuf l 

h iw . ,ti 2 1. - -..f-r/i-'.l .t a rr ?»-« . 
t»| >■•!,' h-w> »■! \- -i Hf !r,..»u»! h.iV.- J.tiU-4 

tii hi. ,v\>. i-vi-li",: »* V >*•.•» hsa 

5VIa I? •' *.:»*• *h.n hr -.'Wii' u,i, *'?<! thrh 
a'u! . >rU .'v-.a^h In-- nn.uW-. 

'4 a? i<l- tr, hr «u-hV» i4 »!>•*,Man, 

VrlcV', ( ht*,.- i-nr ?riSa> 1 ><.•?.>: a m<* if. I 

in '.kh* h 1 hr-,- ■ ,»,5!w.t« V "' \!Li 

ht'i.l." ' ',1 ‘-"'V 4 l!*i flat; ",!a .',*!•>, f hr 

‘.hi I.' ’ h.rshhl \ wni'Mhh* jfI 

v,::- '-I v'i-v.i-i.sl t.-iN *»u* th.r hr >i ,eA 

|i» v . ■.:■■ ‘..•»»: i"> ?"< .•>»•* " Vfi ‘f 

- a\■ h V </•* a-' ulf.v ' *Ur 

; • ; a-! '»■ *4 1 !.,* ,a v, h? >h a |( 

;>> 'a ;j , M ai ’a .4 'V' : a ; ahn.w, .4 

a/,*-,, a vt“ a.'-, • | h- ! W; V I s ar, 

it ('»<;■.(, !<••' ' ar.ff V’fyi ’art 4 I »'a*‘ 

i»| ff'U.-m ii a u;ij*‘a* »4 hr. 

f h ' 4 . .. !»■ 

Vr ' 0**,* '<V ;Vf % v 4 4.^ 

*'tr * 1 ' *, i' 'ii '*>! ’Vim 4 , ■' •/, W- .%> V 

\ , V.'|., 4 ■: -■..•> )iM »*-. 4 1 ■ *i •»; v;: - 

V' • .,•:!» ■ . ... a >;'!.a.:V 4 v !. ar r ’4 .-Cm!. »>a, 

...a t .* ( a, C a ' 4 | • . -a :: .*•' a ttf 

V "J « : ! . , I ra la it |» 

• a! a •' 5 , ,,, .■ v,- I) aiS 

i.C, a a' a . , ,, , . 

’ f a, a 4 '» la 1 ■ . , . «t '* I U„ ;; ‘ . a-Ja.a.'t 

''4* , ,, ’-a. ... i,!: i.*,.' •. f t'a-' 5/ 4t i 5 ' • •"» III 

! 
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which that respectable IhkK h .*■- E- ■ : • ' • 

speak of our exertions. 

Undoubtedly these cM-riion- a/:, u a _ .' 

very extraordinary stave.; > bur n • <; • i ■ ' ’ ■ 

than we may always look t<<» v.h a '"•! 
just and Heaven is on our smc %<*!■■■ » ' 

world are more cajuhle than <>ui . ><5 ,: a ' .;’u ■ 

military results" when t h* s Ue.V ’>■"* i'v •• ■■ 

heritauce of their iudcjvmioa *- 1 - • 

nity be afforded them of' »h.-.j-lava./., ,?>■ a ■ .* 
which really helot is' t*> them 

I have the honor l*> I* 

With great tv •{-■'* 

Vr mu, obi si 

AMrltt 1 ’A ,1 V. V,'”. 

Excellency ‘’‘ n ‘ ; ■ ; 1 - 

Danl d. Tompkins, »h. s > a 

New York. 

There is about this ep« it'e V; n ,< at- ■ 
oqucncc of the period in w h ■ \ o . v » . 
and the usual appropriation t .; ib-atc: - 

ally of the side which won, 1 bo e ; 

and suitable, and quite nne> . - 
though the general had a .dvSu a. ■ ■ . v 
he encountered the won! "a?,'h*pv. ,v. 

Any mention of Ja< !»;■*'; *„ / , 

his successor in the IT s.Jr<. • , } s 

maligned Martin Van ihuen, M iiiniitif v 
has suffered greatly beeasr.e v,.- i 

our history to la* written a, , , 

New England \\bigs and ale-’; .. > . , 


Hi 




i >*t <tEl U.i.HllwpIl littlhvtor 


'!> a, >''• k,, i.sfc; <! r- ,<-u.r s"i.t*.-* j 
r r * ■ ‘V - -■ 5 * ' ; -v lav,*( , a/;.! v -at- 

vaa ■ ■. i «\ ■. I'ha *%• it:- ; n.ij-in 

va S S' -■ j - i' ■} s, tl - 14 tk»‘ 

\w, ■’ V a;, "v;, J, aa-a* . 

M' \ a. i - van, -: ’ r'. , - id- < ja" *-} ia •, I:H' 

k ;,a 'ii'-a V'» :m: t!'-v -a .»*< i v, 

,r.„; '■/■■. : ,;;a a 'a; s>. ,* k-aa kunm Lanu- 

1,, . V •. *■ I ■■ t - k a- a < r>"a ; ! ! a a-vi 

k - 1 1. ■- ' > {•’;!*', 3 4sj <:»».»!>• v 

Ilf i’ i -.at,,'! .. U\t* J *»;:•< 

<. 1 4 a ’ . ' • •' '! 'a .)• - \: , i*|!' utl}' <. I 

; , 1 . I - , v •* !: - -s; j a; i, 

a.-,, 1 '' ■ ' ‘ • I ' -■ • , .- ■Ytu v. »t 

i:>:» , ■ , . c ,, ■' ; >i u i 

i»f . i. i - 1 i , . v.j H ,i; 

- :a - , a, ; .a . in; I ik<" r |M 

« a: V • '' . -a i ,{ ,4a ■ '■ i - !» . -•**! 

1 ••• • > t < i’ I'-'I - ki-a t, a;-' a, It* 

M . - v k ■ 3) , a k(( »*\ 

.aajia ■; * • ■» . ■; t.av it ;* ■ < f4j ; 

! *4’ a - \ ! I. . ,, , . I : l' 4.a' 

ni|«lif»lr *in iw.a fiitlii'f Hr W*i« l»44 A 

, , i')i . , 1 a " 

;a.*j.a.., , - . a {, ; : , | *.•». v - 

* aa. i J ■ - 1 4 • ■ '• ■'< aa 

• 4 a i. a. a , * : - 5 .,r 








Meditations of an Autograph OSUvinn: 

Mr. Jefferson, who it will !v . ' ' 

few, so outraged tilt- .vnahmie .p , ; 

for official dignity by wv.»nn«, t--d 1- : .» 

his horse to a jwg, when he had - - ■ p " 

the Capitol. Brought up. : 'h * : 

the universal eusiom, A s * ad! e • . 

in the belief that then- G ■ ,f 

our opponents. 1 entered pn'm la-' • 'i * 

prejudices agamst Mr Ae..-e;. < ! 

not the good fortune nt he in t.-.- i; '' -1 

ministration, or to hr p.u/s.d'.v ' 

self whilst he was the head »*1 Mj M • 

anil was ranked a»ii*n*' ><pp.,** :-.t. ! h • 

administration, from t;r.t !-■ i. , ' ■ ' ; i 

his character as a -ani-i-.ii?;-.. *. 

man lasti'd from tm hr .t e .’-:' < ■ 

in my Senatorial tapi.it',, r’i ■’ * 

life. His personal dotum; a , 

invariably respectful A ;n i ordnd «■- I -V ;*• 

sire. 

There can ho tu> douhf fk n M \ 1 !t ;n 

deliberately surrilhvd anv . n u*. ■ '• - h 

the Presidential nomination m i's>; ’>■ g . h * 
ter against flu* anm-vution of 'JV-, ( , ,- ,,f 

the finest anil brave,? pit*. •, ,.j }.’••. ■; 
title,” and one wlnolrMt-ir**,,. , ; 

a long admiration," 1 

It will he remetfibefrd tun! m re,,* 
deal of fun was showeml •ij,‘.n G,,? u „ * 
veteran, General Winfield s, .j, ,, p,-,,. 

1 Xtn*|titftl* t !’(,« J. J., t * 








Mrwiinsinn-s .*!' an AuLHirapa 

* 1 ' 1 • ' I*'-’ ~Av<’. ■ !v. f 

*<• mVvJ h', !f hi,,jr,>r j.utri, rr- 

!■- ' . ’.i ' ’ *' "‘5 ' 'l •*'. V.-'.!', i- :■ t«" >, ?.., 

' *' »'!-!,* U *>« VA> f 

i, , ».'r !.»!« ;■,, ■ . t„ ,, ;• 

?'V‘ ,r.,S It.U a. -.'.A-, >: , A. 

! I 't •* < I I • ■< t-Y. 1 *.» ■■ '■< ■ • >.■ ! hi 

•'■v 1 > ’.-h-.U ,.'i 

lh<* ! t ■ *.it . • ** ;/,* ' 

'• t n.i% r ,i, *.,.j 

I it;.- 

1 ■ ' ", ' 4 ■ ,s " 

Si-,-,.' .. Si' ' ’I , .! ’ | >' ,»| 

s»»uj »’ 4 !*j»»t«sy, sit % • * «i*» I* 

Vrry (fitly tnun, 

■ S 

I.' . , . 'i 

S ' ■" - ' - : . 

** II ‘ * 1 ' ■ " ■ 1 i i ! t 

in:'" I • 1 - !■ y i, 

: sty {• ' , ■•:»>? it.s HI 

II .t- ,t"-f , ».< : ,■ " 

I,,-. y'M j ?>• Ails-. -. 

i’. >?! r . ( s• -^ *, •, t,- -\*». 

it* * ,'t' ut- Jl v.)• «■’ ; iS - 

of *, - ' i .t, tin »f 

” ' ‘ *■ ' f ’ * ’ \ » , i < ' ^ ‘5 ■ • fy 

mm •*«',' , ? ’ < • " *' t f '♦ >J ’ '1 . ?i - ,y- * 

*'•' ' ^ " ' ’ ; ' - t-1 ,* «,> u/u, 

, > “ J( , f.' I W 1 .. ♦ 1 V. I i, 
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The general was a fine old gastronomic ox- 
pert. He was inordinately fond of Hi japs-;, and 
one of his favorite sjtavhes was as tallow 
"This little, ugly, black dogged animal th.n 
carries his house with him is obliged n< ■ .vh 
his living in the swamps and sobian 
among the rushes, and to burrow in mum!, 
and yet he is sought after with pant!;;! .IT 
gence, and the dish prepared from hi*, dr ,h 
is honored at the feasts of the rich ntid thr 
brave.’" 

The same friend who recorded this el.^n n? 
tribute to the pride of Maryland a! •>» nu i that 
he once offered to k*t a ditmei that 4 the geia-Ml 
should be invited to dine wit ft the pa<h m any 
time within a month, and have terrapin pn*. 
pared by his favorite cook, he the g.-,. nil 
"would during the dinner say and do the M 
lowing things in manner following Jb* won!.!, 
while leaning his left elbow on th r table, j ;>iv 
ing some of the terrapin on his fork, Sdd ,*,r ; *••! 
about six inches above his plate, e\elasm ' 1 h; . 
is the best food vouchsafed bv f'rovidem •• t" 
man I’ and then carry it immnhnn-h to hr, 
mouth. The other thing he would do «.*. 
that, leaning on the table its mamin ;j?«-?od, 
he would pour wine from one glass into anotb 
er.” Nobody took the bet. 


1 Gm , K, I), Kt 


ft*, fiftv v 






Mrdftub.'iiu ,*f an .InlMiiraph Cpi.v?^,- 

\ r r V“-', V • ' * : ' - »,,,, 

{-!■»*• V ■ 'f r ’ it J ; ; |} 

* ' iH ‘ ' - J V-- ;.d * ■ ' • ' 

a-:A -r P a,’, , ,.,;P r! ,! ; p 

i l.iV’, P I.", P .sr; -t p;.-, t ()i ;ilJ . ; u ; , ,,,,p 

nh'-'^U lip .! >; ;M' ; p. ? , p.. 

1 •»•** <••• p*' !i• t■ >t, r-t.-u- 

:,:i' u; • P.»p i TV! , K , ,, 

. -'.Si.t, . <■ 1 ' T ■«' * V ! » * S-, ,1 f).p 

! ■* • ■ p »/ -M- <:„•! „« 

’ '■ ■ ‘-’i'd U .. ,1,'yiA-l P *' t ,,r. \ 

:nn. ■ * 

' »' ' 1 ; J / ■ ,■ _ 

-** P ' ••• . ,/• „ ,, , 

* ■* - ’• J-- ' f( ■ ■ *■! p„- 

■ < ‘ -• b • = p. , 

I ! > ?>>!•'!-•“ , l. ", . 1 1 ’ , , -; t !„ >, 1 ( . ,I|,, f f, i 

’ Ki '- <; 1 ■ "■ • p 

* • ,i h' t! t, ,* , 

f'P ! -■ Jt P» 

-pp/, • sr, Pi 

t»» -»! 'r.r* -i/ .u v,< ■ «!,.{■. ?r , 

*'* ; ' ,-r5 i *- b*.v * '-t 'i; t, \ r*.,- 

' r ' 1 ■ 1 ‘ •** ! ' M ?,!,„• 

» < e J •- * .<,1 t r i ’<-■ ,k !' .4 

S' ,, L I i - , {.■ , tr 

v 1 •' ■' '■ ’-n.v ; 








Meditations of an Autograph OShvi^r 

my mouth is not above three f»u:ins \uv ...v 
it should be for my bulk!”' 

It is not to be wondered at that the yen.-.:! 
gave to mankind what is pe:hap> - in.-.; 
frankly egotistical autobiography cv«-> la.-A-a, 
He usually refers to himself as *' Scott ’ l have 
just found a letter of the general's whs- h ■. v • 
a fair view of his method ..f ju«l»‘it*y )!}.*■.- ah • 
declined to bow down and worship hen b ui. 
written to Hon. James Monn** not il.-r V-■ 
dent, but a member of Omor. 1 . li"in Vw 
York: 

AUGV«rA. M use U ,r a t -> V> 

T'A rj „ - » ,'.**!» .V 

MY DIOAK SIR. — l have r« ,-e , i be. 1 ■ !• • > . 
hero from you, written at \V.i',le;a:»HM, cm- 1 -a 
infinitely hurt on the imlije* t .4 *h 'x ■ « 

small sum of $!<).$,! which Mr Wi-e!u ; ; : 

to move to have inserted In, « i\ >4 ■> 

in some appropriation lull «iu- h h.» ! :■ * . ■ 1 ■ * - 
House of Representatives S* ciit !s ' ■ " l 

attention to public dittu-., tm a I '■ ,c 

come by Washington in ,it,id <■! p».'• > 

one important service to ,iu>,t n * y, , '■ = . 

okee country to the C’.ai.id,* U»r,;. *, •:> ■ > • > 
account, instead of trine, j<' ;• :• * .e 'h h 
of that ass, Mr. Attorney-' m-.m; r d lAmeb, ! 

have been allowed as a mntnr - .1 . ce • e 

dissent or hesitation. Hut ho vAn ■. ; 

self to the puhlie, need not hoj,: t-, tm-f ,<«?> 
in office, willing to attend n* h:. pro..r • •. 

1 Keyes, Fifty Ymti <F>wn*> ;>* 

22 


v'f iin Autograph 

( ,,,,., , . -i , t * •“ 

j.) ,■ j ,) -i. ‘ !'■ ! 

\ • : 'll. 

‘ ‘ ' V, . S 


/ ’! ^"'U‘ .V ■ . *’• •! 

I , „ ,, ; » t V *.-• •’ '-M b iu* 

y , - ,,, i; * ( , ... .<• ' ,<,* ■ J ' A * ' It* Si t ’ 

{■{, , . ’ • ■' '•'' 1 

>*.• ; M , . . ! 1 4 ' ■ * ■ * be 

, j . - i 1 ‘ ■ ’>*. 

5 ; . i, ' • , ’• j !■ v . ’ ■ ;i > 1 ' '*' ’ ' 1 ' ' 1 " -•* 

l .i‘' ;i, : : • 1 1 • ■ •. • * ■ ' f ' 1 ^ 

'■■■• t 

, \; • -!'• , - -i ' 5 ' : ‘' l " , ' i 

’ !■', • •: •' ' li; '' 

'*,! >, | , 1 \ ! 1 r »' ' • ’ ‘ l ‘ ! • ■ 1 ■" • *' ’ ^ ^ 1 ‘ ‘‘ •'*' 

,, - SI- ;• »; ; > 1 ■'/ " 

|a't' i- 1! - '■ 1 ' * . ' ' • " ’ ‘ i 

,<//,>» ,* ! 'i b • 

.,5 - •’ 1 -• 

er: -J'V ' 'V l'. 

J i), ■ »' . •* 1 ‘ *1 

’ ■■■ /l ' ! -' ! '’''f, f - ; 1 :n\ ■' •' 

•• J : - J ' . i !•' I ' 1 :' 4 i" !' ' 








Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

with them I do not know, but one day, in a fit 
of generosity, after I had discovered for him 
a few lines of Napoleon I. which resembled a 
combination of the worst misdeeds of Rufus 
Choate, Horace Greeley, and Lord Houghton, 
he presented to me three letters of Louis Napo¬ 
leon, all addressed to a person called "Lizzy,” 
who was, under the later empire, " Madame la 
Comptesse de Beauregard.” Here is one of them: 

DEAREST Lizzy, — I hope when the first im¬ 
pression will be gone you will find that, the neces¬ 
sity of my marrying being accepted, I could do 
nothing better. You will find that person without 
any prejuges and without the morgue of a foreign 
princess. Tell allways to Giles what you wish 
I may do for you, and believe that my sincere 
affection for you will never cease. 

This was written on January 21, 1853. On 
January 29 he married "that person,” to wit, 
Eugenie Marie de Monti jo. I am not sure that 
the name of the gentleman to whom Lizzy was 
to tell what she wished was “ Giles,” but I 
observe that Louis Napoleon and General Jack- 
son thought alike on one subject, the word 
"allways.” A little later we find the emperor 
writing to "dearest Lizzy” —now Comptesse 
de Beauregard—"I shall give to you at the 
end of the month the 150,000 francs.” For 
Lizzy’s sake let us hope that he paid promptly. 
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Cloistral surely is the adjective, not »•/ : 
which was an impudent Yankee ait ■ *t In. mien , 
change. 

This letter was written to his pub!) >!m: *i 
(Taylor & Hessey), probably about i,M p a , 
the water-mark on the p;i{ter is <»| that \e.n 

My DEAR Sir, —This is the &•„'»: u:k..> up m 
the part you already have, There r. ,1 !<<!>•.' 
to come in at p. v ? (but on a separate pSh i ; and h.d! 
sheet of paper) which 1 atn afraid you »d! Hup!. 
irrelevant, as indeed it is. Yet people aiv mu h 
amused always with literary po *-.<p about 
that they know—as Crnhlie. .Ultimo, A, 1 

do not think it would lie ci.mpl.mtni *.f \,, l p 

would much please me if it wnv icimmd . a 
count of the main proposal, which w.-pld a; **•!. 
situation attract more attention 
must all be resigned to the will of Ktist«<! 

Yours, in great horn,, 

T; a >\ d n 

The bit of Phuedrm which mnaur,, u hi? h i . shr 
best bit, and The Pan's, arc the !«• t p, () t ! ice.,- 

been obliged to alter much, hut I am v,i , 
fast as I can. 

He was "a little, pale faced, w.w hem air, ;u;d 
attenuated man, with a small head, a pnmhnt 
but not a large brow, and lusfrelo*. eve ., *,,-t 
one who would pour into your ear a rdmmi < S 
learning, and talk like one inspired or mad " 

1 <»i!fill;»n, <tu«t«.t l»v S C. Halt 
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and scatters the forces of the ardent hunter 
Some day, however, I mean to ^ive expression 
of my views concerning the awful sin of extra 
illustration; and I fed that I mav he jtermitfed 
to do so because, although not by any mean:; 
the chief of sinners, I may say, as .Napier did 
(or was it Lord Kllenborouf'h, or perhaps Michael 
John Barry, in Punch?} so many years upo, 
“Peccavi!’’ 
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be the daughter of Stonewall Jackson, o*m 
pelled by poverty to part with family pajtei s. 
and he achieved the honor of a sketch m \j, 
pleton's Cyclopaedia 0 / Aiiwn'cat: v. 

But he departed this life in 1X7(1, and mu. e hr , 
day we have all grown more wary. The laltm 
and expense of manufacturing a real tv decep 
tive autograph letter so cunningly as t<> dtvrne 
a prudent person is too great to afford am 
serious inducement to the pursuit of that op.-. )»•, 
of industry. Our misgivings come from tuts, 
cent copies and from the confusion of name , 

It was only a few days ago that l u .jn„ n | to 
discovering among a friend's mein.-jah-h t 
kindly placed at my disposal this tvh m i|„. 
closing days of the Rebellion: 

Wau Dbpautmkn- r, ea vto u j i j r 

(jrEN L, — Should you think it mipi.t. n. 
to move off the infantry mu! artdim . .dim, I,t 
Gen 1 Hampton to receive such of tin- own ,.f i!,,, . 
arms as may desire to join the cav.drv .not *• j., 

gether with such transportation and other .annul 

as they require. v „, r ,,,„, fu||v 

Y<mr ul/t 

f' , TT'\T # r T T't V *1* ^ ‘ H I ^ r * i I trK 

Gen l J* E, Johnston, m i u * 

Greensboro, n. C. ' * 1 

1 confess that f did not pause fo nhamv tl )a! 
the name of the Confederate Smetarv of War 
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of the accomplished and erudite Horan* Han. 
Comptroller of the Clarendon Press, in Ins a! 
tractive den in the University Printing thHe 
at Oxford, where, by-ihoway, they divide the 
building into “ Bible Side" and " Lemuel Side," 
conveying the idea that learning and the Bible 
are as far aparl as North and South, Ah 
Hart had just given me a genuine letter 
Gladstone, and he turned over the page; of a 
portfolio from which he drew a quarto sheet. 
“Ah, old Sam Johnson, the Immbm*!" he .aid 
“See how he writes to his wife: ‘ Bearesi IVtt v, 
After hearing that you art* iti so much damn-; 
as I apprehend from a hurt on a tendon, 1 hall 
be unhappy till 1 know you are recovered.’ and 
so forth. Here, you can have this,’’ and he gat,,, 
it to me, a genial smile irradiating hi*; seli-dath 
countenance. My heart jtmqwl as 1 ,.,.,/ed »)„. 
paper, but the fed of it told me tie,mutant* 
ously that it was only one of the mar vellum, 
products of that amazing "Clarendon Ure*,,:,'' 

There should he some statute to prevent t u * • 
distinguished iwrsonnges from having tin- same 
name. How was 1 to know that Benjamm 
Harrison, the Signer, had a son of that name, 
who appears, however, to have been M»mente,| 
to remain obscure, and who wrote lettrt * ton 
temporaneously with his patriotic jareni, \ 
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came into my hands. It is addressed u< " M> 
very dear Martha," and is dated “Coven- 
try. May 21st. 1841.” It is signed, in a lU-werv 
fashion, “ Clematis. ’’ She says: 

Being at length quite iutu*.ili/uS «» tins an 
adopted country, and at lilterty to stretch the wm,- 
of thought & memory ltehitul my own nest In;-it 
I am determined to remind you of on e'Stolen.* 
& to enlighten you as the metophv n. tan - a\ •, 
concerning its modes. But the dt-Mtv lot '.osnl.tr 
information about you is paramount to prruiud 
ing me to write, & 1 have as many qitetu-. 1; .use, 
to my lips, as if you were here U» have them <o,,l 
ly delivered, would make you wt. h. like U’o-uhml, 
that the answers were corked up tit vni bke utue 
in a bottle, so its to pojt birth one utter ,u "ihei 
I imagine an interesting event itnrf lv uppn'.e It 
ing amongst you similar to me We 1 ■ h| s \o.>n 
to enter on our family ehrnmele, no other von will 
guess than the marriage of my hruih> 1, v.h, h 
I hope will occur on the bih of June \ ot:t on 

deserved affection will I flunk t un <r vott to t,-;-.. 

with me in the rich blessings that utr .unturned 
and superadded to me m our new uUde, \>>v 
will remember that l had foreboding 1 u • p. tk. 
influence of a change on my dear futh. t, tin 
are all dissipated and I etm decided! v ..»v fI*.<.* I 
never before saw him so happy ,e. he .q s .0,nth 
is at present. ... If it were penn; uHr to . 
press a regret amid stt many mmieiit. d m* t 1, . 

I should mention my lack of a tree i.tit-.-e l»u v.. i: L 
ing which I so enjoyed at Unite, with tim des>»i..>. 
tion of that "propinquity of shade" of v, he h 1 ,<m 
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disciples of the Relifiw Autismf>hii - if stu b an 
assault on the Latin tongue may Ik* forgiven. 
Doubtless one may not murder a dead lan 
guage. We have our genuine example-;, 1w\ * <sul 
any doubt or cavil, and these we niu> j«mv over 
without being beset hv nervous apprehension'*. 
My mind is agitated, for l am wholly unable 
to decide whether or not it is a good plan !** as 
semble my treasures in what arc known as 
"extra-illustrated " books. When they an* seat 
tered about in casual imrt folios and wr.ipjrj 
they seem to appeal to me to combine them, 
but after l have made the combination thee 
appear to lose a large measure o| thru attia* 
tiveness. Extra-illustrated books ate the -rj* 
ulchres of portraits, hut 1 doubt win ! her it is 
wise to convert them into catacombs *<! auto 
graphs. It is all very well to take sunn* m 
nocuous historical or biographi.al w>*i k and 
to overload it with plates, adding a lew, but 
very few, minor autographs; but it mdlv be 
littles a fine, full, and interesting letter *.< us 
sist upon its fiermanent association with anv 
thing else, book or portrait. A good letter Im* 
an individuality, and even an apt tended jr**r trait 
seems to detract from its absolute pmttv, II 
one must marry a letter to a portrait, the pot 
trait must be one of the rarest, a membet «,j the 
aristocracy of jmrtraits. Still, l t onte *i to it 
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I am referring to the Puyekuick Ha'hrk. 
which is without autographs, h must haw* 
been either General James Grant Wilson or 
Prosper M. Wetmore who iliustsated my two 
volume, large-jKijKjr edition of the /ah* uf Uallook. 
for it contains matter which could not ven 
well come from any other source. Then* is a 
letter from General Wilson to Wetmoic about 
the book; one front the poet’s st>n*:. M.utu, t>> 
Wilson; one from James Lawson. Form.1 7 . r\ 
ecutor, to Wetmore; and other tlm;e , uhs.h 
could have been obtained only hum seme .me 
closely associated with iialhvk; but. ifamclv 
enough, there is no letter of Hulks k lunr-elt, 
There is one, however, in the later volume . 
of Authors at Homo, lie is writing i<* a ini hr 
Iterson who beset American tmu o! h-tu-i , I* t 
autographs, under various pretence/, 1 will not 
give his name: 

Guummi, cr, Uii-, 

DEAR i>IR, — I was very sorry t>< he.a t j.»m 
your favor of the 3d inst. that you hoc Gv v },,i 
so long a time sulTering severe! v bam hi ,h{, 
Allow me to beg you to ret nun bout bulb 1 t >< 1 
exertion, as you liave licett .idvt-.td. nnol t-ta 
strength is fully restored. Your btiute wnbm ■. 
and their readers will alike lienefit In thrrvj.sv : 
sion of thoughts matured by * aim .utd «pmt toed 
itation and arrangement. 1 hove Ucn h; }: hb 
gratified by the Lxtraets vou h,oe «> | mu*■ 

.<* 
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way of all like vouchers wore if n«u I'w the magic 
words at the foot thereof "ti>nn t X.nhl, 
Hawthorne, Surveyor." 

There is nothing new to Ik* >nid -sh.<;?i I law- 
thome; lives, sketches, memo)is, Sun* u 
him to the world frotn were po>. \\hl- >>| 

view, so far as his shy and inti<> pernne <..*? 
ure may be shown at all: and Mi, liou*T.'< ha-, 
lately added an "appreciation " uhvh 
his personality still nearer {<• m 1 tan --ah 
let Hawthorne sjteak through hi-. Icffn -. t ha* 
of them was written to IhmiU w hile i laws km m* 
was Consul in Liverpool: 


Jt'irvw s, ' i t i . 

LiirnfMtii 11 .\j 

Dear Mr. Umvirr, I thud. «,.«:) s,, ; ,,, 01 

kind little note,and assure vou tko . ..msr,. s-d,> 

tion was ever sweeter to me I ban v*«w ..(/,» !t ( | 

have known Mrs. Uowitt and tmn ..!) ,» 1.1 > Is. 

while, and have sjwnt a great m.mv h g-pr Sa-io ■. 

over your books. Our friend Mi JVH. h,. >o*.t 

sent me a work of your daughter''., wha h ( h .t ,• 

not yet had time to read, 1 beat . p.,- , 

on all hands. 1 shall not kit,* !k;.■!,»;:>; ts ; «--j5 

seeing you, and am very glad tints v,,u hi t*» 

see me. , 

indy yours, 

r X villi. U s w sii-enit; 


My other letter has been bound in an - ..p*,, ,.f 
Henry James's Mrnuw, and if was written the 
year before Hawthorne's death: 

|0 
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he was quite a young man, this Km- ard 
as much about dress as any yuan? coxcomb. 
He had a great deal of taste in such mailers, 
and it is a pity that he was a lung, tor he might 
otherwise have made an excellent i«ul«»j. I 
am sure that there are scores of me.es ju-t 
as characteristic and Just as worthy oi curist 
The other book is a memorial •'! -tandi .c;.l 
loving friendship, a record of the <o<sj.u,e, 
sincerity, and simplicity of a man urn-,,* moi 
sense of rectitude ami of Justice enabled bun ?.< 
disregard the narrow and parte. :o .mis i -us, 
of the smaller and meaner traction oi out Ame; 
ican community. 




IV 


1 AURENCE HUTTON has a pleasant way 
j of accumulating autographic riches. That 
genial personage contrives to bring together a 
varied assortment of astonishing things, and 
he understands the art of arranging them at¬ 
tractively. The autographo-maniac who is per¬ 
mitted to view the treasures stored in the pretty 
library in Peep o’ Day may well consider him¬ 
self a favorite of fortune. Hutton used to have 
sl singular fondness for death-masks, which 
are only a sort of autograph—face-made rather 
than hand-made; but he is fonder yet of his 
memorabilia, and he shows them cheerfully— 
often parting with them generously for the ben¬ 
efit of others. As I think of him affectionate¬ 
ly, I take down from the shelf a book called 
Curiosities of the American Stage, which with 
commendable foresight he arranged especially 
for easy extra-illustration, and I go back in 
reminiscence to that fascinating room which 
looks out over the hills and plains of Princeton. 
I think we may be able to find some autographs 
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scattered among the pages which w ill be worth 
meditating about—hist not, i too pio th. 

As I turn the pages of HuttonV. ertfet taming 
volume, the first thing l observe t, that the 
publishers have the effrontery to,say. " All ughm 
reserved.” 1 wonder what thev moan Titov 
certainly cannot arrogate to thene-eUe.. the 
sole right to enjoy the l»ouk, or |.» vroud u a , 
full of autographs and portion a*; too pur.e 
and the patience of the piopiH*?>>> ud! 

But I do not believe that Hat|«i .usd lio-ihem 
really meant to 1 m* grasping, and msi. »■ the 
great old house has been reorganized, ev.-t i »n u * 
must hope that it has entered up*«t a new m« 
tury of prosjterity, even if the m.tnuget . have 
sadly disarranged the tmirhoi;>>;nl b,<v . with 
the flowers and the bubble.;, depriving fhrnt ><: 
the scanty drajieries in wlmli thev have *b 
ported themselves on the covers «.{ the 
for more than fifty years. 

We encounter at the outset the name, the 
portrait, and the autograph *4 that .-nimca!, r>> 
bust, and bulky-legged ornament <4 the bo,»»d i, 
Edwin Forrest Looking back on what mav U* 
called the middle ages of the Aim-man dmm t, 
we find ourselves marvelling how an mMlmrm 
people could become enthusia .ta ov. i -n- h an 
actor as I 1 orrest, who was noj-iv and p' oj , 
and utterly without light ami 'made U hen 
44 
















\*\\i {t i^ h* 1 * *4 itM \h 1 iiph 14 ^ 11 i*v* tA r 


tti* Cl'SlU'U^n.tV V»VU .!!* 411. Asun !» 4ti 4t. hi 

tt*»lu«r, H',»i ‘!:-r ,\>(’«K.m >.*.i,>y ><f *h** " }«nty 

tijf.lr.' 1 , ‘*'ic S-hn, wrv' ui) *.»! 

{Sj*‘ » 4 SF»t' A',;*.' --E in.'lA 4'.4 Hr Mixf lls.lt, 

iihU-th, 1 ,'. 4-.‘ V'.'■ *■ v .'-II'S.I' 4i.u! „uv:r V «m»!rt 

lb . *A, v?H w; ■ :v. *mj*UvtXHll 

; ■;>!'•” s!-'t t', 4 *- Uft-SH; 1 H*v 4 imuM 

t ;U'| ■' ’IV.-:: - •> ice U|--H U«i it IV.I'* »V»V 

t tu.ir Av4. nut, ,,, t.V ■. .-yruir, r w.i- «<! list* 

X-• * v •' at 4. ;*’j 4 tvr mn".f. ifimtt 

" Ou* *?„ ■ * »5 -Kv, . iw u»•!<■ tn 

sr *}*' f ■ i /(.»• i!*' v t Av| *«:, *;:•• > UJ 

•« r * I■'■> I* V V,\, ! 4 {**’» 4 ” Mill 

in'! . -.'4 -•-4! v . r.i t'-if.*'*" , l Jvr t-. |H» 

,ci' r ,* ' ,*ii t* '• 4 - 4-K- , ■.}. 

; nr ,* < - • .» > •■ f ‘M’ ‘ ■ .-J >l*i «l 

: *'s‘.r 4 .;; a " <■ >/ - "Am* v-|r|Jf v*l 

} It'.fU' *J, .in H',» >U>rr h'tV'SJ'H fiU H h‘ ,h 

,, 

}'•■!'r• * ,» r>.,tv ,*V ;s* sirs x-ftr'.aist.jt, 

iv >* ‘ 5 ‘i"' 4 4 !'i;.y ir- A Av |r|J,h«' 

snni‘,1 Jn-tu*; 4-., I 'i,t4 *U"4 h:;<l 

1 Ax, .!( A,a -U } 4 *i» 

t.Al.,-4 ’ \ .*.- 'ix ,t»/4 ;«•** 4J-". A- i .»fw’ m 

nr.H (•> tv a tn a-,- ! ,>n;c-n«- hex! .. A»»w* 

n. tvisx;; •* ??'.>*■ tlx, x.ixvHtt }<#'f’xn.ihtv 

H4-. ."MV v »v 4 ;t*A 







Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

not find him great or convincing, and he e,v 
hibited as much delicacy as a New \ork cuh 
driver might display in rendering the part <>f 
Titania in “The Midsummer Night's Dream.'’ 

But why should 1 rattle the fktnvfui current 
of these meditations by abusing our di .tm 
guished tragedian? He filled a commanding 
position in the dramatic worhl; he was the 
typical American actor of his time; and la- 
had the admiration not only of the populace, 
but of a great manlier of the people of cnliuie 
and refinement. I may explain it ven nmiplv, 
He wrote this, which ! have embalmed m ila- 
pages of my book: 

Dear Sir,—I t is very tin-sum*’ to with- the..*- 
silly autographs. 

Y CT1.I f*^ 

Kmvt.v CttRURM 

BOSTON, November 14, 1855. 

Observe the hideous Philistinism of that 
"note.” Is it not enough to make the writei 
odious to all of my fribe? 1 nin of the opinion 
that I have ample justification for the -mm-.! 
denunciation of any man who v*»u!d debit 
erately pen such a self-accusing htait-mcnt, 
particularly as he is dear! ami can never re¬ 
sent it. 

Forrest grew to Ik* unpopular in In-, lain 
years on account of his divorce suit. The 
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Here is one of his expressions, after an adverse 
decision: 

Let not my words lead you to suppose that the' 
recent judicial outrage weighs upon my heart 
and keeps me from my rest. It is not so. I feel 
this wrong as a man should feel it who has con¬ 
scious right to sustain him, having only pity and 
contempt and a just indignation for the time¬ 
serving and corrupt authors of this monstrous 
wrong, which, though aimed at me, must one 
day fall with crushing effect upon their own heads 
and consign them to the infamy of all coming 
time. A wrong done to the humblest citizen is a 
wrong done to the whole Republic, was wisely 
said by an ancient lawgiver. By this base act 
the judges in my case have violated their oaths 
of office. By this base act they have legalized 
and rewarded prostitution. By it they have taught 
their wives and daughters that infamy has a price 
beyond virtue. ... As God is just, I shall 
yet be righted. The American public has long 
since rendered a verdict adverse to the corrupt 
decision made by these legal assassins, a verdict 
which is already recorded in the hearts of all right- 
minded and honest people. ... A great crime has 
been committed by our judiciary, and the names of 
the criminals ought to be known—they should be 
bruited abroad that men may see that in a free 
country such things cannot be done with im¬ 
punity. To prevent a repetition of the offence, 
the offenders should be scourged, and where the 
offence is let the great axe fall. And what scourg¬ 
ing is so effectual as to keep the names of these 
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ermined tyrants a mockery and a scorn forever 
in the mouths of men? 

I think I hear the galleries thunder. No one 
but a grandiloquent, self-sufficient, old-fash¬ 
ioned actor could have written such a letter. It 
reminds me of the familiar anecdote of Martin 
Grover, that singularly gifted, witty, and learned 
judge, about the lawyer who had two remedies 
when beaten at nisi prius —one being an appeal, 
and the other a resort to the Angelica tavern, 
where he could "cuss the court.” It was of 
our old friend O'Conor, when he was spouting 
concentrated venom over his defeat by the 
highest court, in the Tweed case, that Grover 
said, "He has taken his only remedy.” 

It is pleasant to pass from sturdy, passionate, 
belligerent Forrest to that lovable man John 
McCullough, who writes: 

If my poor services can be of any use to you 
for your benefit, I will only be too glad to show 
you how thoroughly I appreciate your kind and 
manly efforts in my behalf during my engagement 
in Boston. 

And here is Laura Keene! How every old 
New-Yorker's pulse must beat at the sound of 
that name! 

Dion Boucicault follows, and brings visions 
of Sir Charles Coldstream, of the ancient Winter 
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Garden days before the war, and of the Inter 
"Shaughraun.” Then we fun! .Mm (hu-u<, 
whose Solon Shingle and fam-m■ " tut 'I ot 
appel sass” convulsed m in ihe .iMuo, I 
question whether the casual render <»t t-*tlnv 
recalls the memory of the fum>>)N ne m fmo.e- 
dian, Ira Aldridge, 'Hit*, i< n ldv: .4 in:, 
dignified in the extreme: 

litMIn I'Hii?, 

Madam, —Having ascertain,'.! omr nddrc , 

1 hasten to express my thank,. tm she 
letter you did me the honor of . •■•idio-.; in- It 
is, at all times, cheering to the h ‘ >rt ,4 *n ,ui> i« 
[sic] to receive a ftiel«liv expo ■:<*<) ( .i appnn d 
and this gratification is all the e*v.t!--r ■,< 5v:i ■ 
is indebted to a lady of refined oseid and y 
meat for such an act of kmdiy , i 

Assuring you that f dial! . • -a i - mi t *, -nr 
welcome letter with a 1’ecfmy -4 y nianth- 
I have the honor to lie, 

Madam, 

Your obedient \ oil, 

lit v ;!• 

It is a relief from (his sfateliue ,s fo rir. a< 
a reminder of one who drlieiped n ; t**i Ddl 
thirty years—that sterling actor, J.om*. Lews:, 
He says: 

Dicar Lohsa, ‘Then- ( , a tr..- 41,j i.df 

waiting for yon in the flat ha tin - Li t. Son-, 
we were out yesterday Try again' 

,¥» 
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whose words we almost knew by heart, anti 
whose entr'adv music, by old 1'om 1 laker, 
we committed to memory. The food Gdheii 
was a very amiable villain; but unco l.r .iv; 
sang “Lord Bateman" am! "An i was walkin' 
down the Strand.” we thorn,dt! it the p. Me n-*r, 
of vocal beauty. Mario. Cumputui], Joan dr 
Reszke—none of them could rival in our e..n 
mation the cantubik utterances of the adorable 
Elliot Grey! But l must dose the book and 
fly to some other topic; for, if t he» "inr further 
involved in theatrical recollection „ I -.hall tn-vei 
be able to extricate myself success) nil v, 

If any one takes the tumble t.» mad tin- v 
records of the reflections of an ancient and 
confirmed autograph crank, he mu d romembe? 
that it is the privilege of aye to be ratniBir; 
and unmethodical. After a while one lo .»•. 
the capacity to Ik? consecutive ami oideilv. 
When I was in Princeton I was taue’u n> Im¬ 
precise and regular in the matter oi t <»mpo a 
tion, with my intro<Uicti*tn. my pr<t|«< .itum, mv 
discussion, and my jieroration. It is a ble.srd 
privilege to be able to throw the mtn*im tom 
in the fire, dash the proposition «mt of umd-m, 
cast the discussion in the waste basket, and 
toss the jieroration after it. Hawthorne's drj 
gyman on a wild spree in hueum > o-mtt;.- 
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Take, for example, that eminent scholar, 
soldier, and statesman, John Adams Dix. He 
turns up triumphantly among the Secretaries 
of the Treasury, the Governors of New York, 
the Senators of' the United States, the foreign 
ministers, and the generals of the Civil War. 
I believe that Mr. Depew once said of him that 
he came to America in the Mayftoioer and threat¬ 
ened to go over to the Indians if the Pilgrim 
Fathers would not elect him to an office. His 
fine, bold handwriting is always impressive, 
and one is never in doubt about its absolute 
genuineness. The old general was an ad¬ 
mirable specimen of American manhood, and 
he served the State honorably in almost every 
possible capacity. We do not often find his 
equal in public life. I well remember his gentle¬ 
ness and cordial kindness when he was the 
commander of the military department of south¬ 
ern Virginia, and I was fortunate enough to 
come within the circle of his friendship. He was 
then engaged in that rather remarkable occupa¬ 
tion for a “modern major-general,” the transla¬ 
tion into English of the noble hymn, “ Dies Irse ”; 
and I think that his translation is one of the 
best ever made. I shall never forget that a fat 

and jovial aide, a captain yclept “Tom L-,” 

when asked what the general was busy about, 
answered that " the general is writing a Cicero.” 
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—“If any one attempts in haul An', ?■ the \im :- 
ican flag, shoot him on the '<p“t!” That ut¬ 
terance gave an electno shod* p* the lm a! iv.m 
of the nation. Artemu<. m pum-mbd *am ctn, 
made the general merry when hr and. m lm 
modest, hesitating way, genet,tl mp 

pose he hadn’t any spot 

It was my good luek to hem Aitetmt , *m\e 
one of his famous lectures. A’. ! te> ail :i, the 
subject was “The Mormon>. " !\>m 1 ia.vtne 

was even then sufferum. horn {>„• <h .u »• y i i, h 
ultimately took him out of th, r - u«>■!<! Ion,* ],»• 
fore his time, lie was ading and in , ih*u hu. 
feeble. He wandered upon the j,Vn,, I; , i , | u 
usual diffident and embaira . ,ed eat, am! , »><!, 
“Ladies—and-gent lenten I am -.a!- v b>p I 
have a very had cold m night and ! am an ;< d 
—that my voire --will i».f mads ha*.,ad ihr 
reserved seats." Then. a-, thou-h hi, ■,d wnh 
a sudden inspiration, and u:th ?'an .) »,ur 
who has discovered the solum -1 ,.t dud nli 
problem, he continued, heamu,, and , ‘a. uni, 
“So we will consider till tho anl n- .mi*-d tin » 
evening." 

There is no particular annodmiun b. m.-en 
Ward and Judah l*. Benjamin, hut 1 }<„,*,** put 
taken out of the wrapper a !ett«, <4 I 
in ouler to transfer i! fjnm Sana!*" ^ ,, iS . 
federate Cabinet, a ml I t amiot help pn.ub i mg 
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the remark that it “had a bom tt uhat in- an- 
in the luibit of deeming the verv «*<; a <4 Vtuer 
ican twangs. ” f venture to that the; i. 
an instance of British seif eoiuplntviKV. The 
liquid Southern tom* of Benjamin u.n .th a* 
lutely twangless, and it tva,s, as M-mpmed vuih 
the hollow, rough, am! eoar.se turn nmt »«I the 
Englishman, like the song of tkr mrjifusv.de 
beside the caw of the crow, The t* odn.h a-./.ei 
tion of the learned Serjeant, who I am glad to 
say records himself as one <*! tin* l.i-.t <«f an 
ancient race—a dinosaurus Imyrim;,; m the 
haunts of civilization ■ is linked upon a -n 1 
logism characteristie of ids nation - “ \|| vou t -, 
which are not English ate tmoon , Ben¬ 
jamin's was not English , then-ton- it w.e. 
twangy," 

Bnt Benjamin grew to he \e» v Kugh'.h 
Eloquent to the highest dee, nr. h«- nlgmed 
eloquence. My friend, the ex jmh-e. told me 
the other day that in coitvvr-ahon with 1 ,*»r»! 
Russell he once sjmke of hi s old aequoi'tom »•. 
Bcnjamiu, as eloquent. “We do u,.t thud* 
him element," said Lord Ru -'.r!!, The t 
was that he suppressed hr. ejoumo waiftoii 
of oratory because it was unnoted to the > bra*, 
and for a like reason he said “ Me bid,’ 1 and 
occasionally dropped his h’s. But IVn'.nmn 
would Itave adapted himself to tlm m*-on u he 














Mt/’iiiiai liUi.-i oi an \uUn}ruph Ollrctor 
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Oil »>■;• •» hr h.tvt* 
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V 


T HE editor of a magazine, for whom ! have 
the highest recant, saw in, :,«<nh- time 
ago, to criticise gent I v an I'nm, e it nnuii, 
of mine about the use of nutouruph - in enhu 
illustration, lie must reuunnih-: ili.tt flte.r 
desultory jottings, with all then :.in . ,nd mi 
I>erfections, are only the .‘•unmetm-: . o' 11 
mind of att ancient collector, the m mmim cm . 
of an obsolete jiersou. I did noi mom ?>< i os i 
upon the record an objection a;-,.mi ,! the in 
rangement of a "set" of uui**m.tpb\, imule'U 
ally accompanied by a few punted pam-,, 
where a rivulet of text mav nie.mdm tlm>u:,b 
a meadow of autographs, lint in him .t r\t>a 
illustrated books the text and the plain 
to assume the leadership; they * lbou ih« tu oiu -1 
rudely to the front, with an ait -■? ..dimr, >■!( 
importance; they take the tenia- **j iSm - 
and stand in the full glare nt the but.- m-hi 
As a faitftful, .although a i.iijM'iaitnu m d item 
tee at the shrine of Autographum, 1 .unip’am 
whenever my divinity is treated with dv.tr ,p ( -1 
too 
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price for a '*Gabriel Jones, M, O, C,, Va ho 
that all catalogues issued .since that meat, 
and boasting a sjtecimeH of Hahn.!, lenra.d u, 
that “specimen fetched j.v.v! JSu a t a i’hnn.I.'S 
phia auction sale.'' In eoujidener, u u.t. SS,?, 
as l happen to know, The ich-mufe m the 
catalogues is the sort of slv Mirt;r 4o*n nun h 
touches tile sensibilities t.f the litnb win* 
ventures into the Wall Street ♦*! \ut..eiajdiia, 
Now my friend might have had a letter ot U ,*}*!■. 
worth for less than one ten) h of t he m> saw ■< j u, ns 
dered on Jones-a thing ot h.-nsi?v . omputed 
with the costly scrawl of the Vinoma e..w,, 
man, wito has no real valne ev • a-, .*>;.* « 

series. The name of Jones tv a tile . h},.* a { 
candle-dame beside the lie,Sit of eo-ih 

Here is the letter nddtwrd hv p, ,■> p, 
his fellow-poet Samuel Hum*., v.ha d.-ah uj 
figures of fmaneens well as of '.pn h, and who 
wrote upon it, “Not hi !*• primed, S U " 

You, my dear Rogers, an* pt.i< ed f, v i.-Mmr 
above the iuveH.,itv of vhsi odeting 
with reference to |nviuu«ih pro! a <<> two* 
after. It is not so with »b>,l ,4 win in, » uy .aid 
jiersonal friends, mvnclf nuioni; th* - nn-a'a. ,u.d 
therefore l fake !ea\e to mention *bat i-,-- ah 
reading of Sergeant Talk .uni'. j, : j) 

stands f«»r Wednesdav, the Mth <4 \;Va ' h-4 t.n- 
urge you to give it your support v .-a 

Parliamentary friends of alt parti.*,, ,»*, it, V, n-.t 
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was shorn because some othd lamb had a 
vacancy in his “set.” and the in t lunh won 
play inti the game without a hum. 

These considerations lutwaPr loud 15 - :•> the 
inquiry, as an eminent mo,u mpot.nr 
man might sav, uheibn «•? n>>, ih< )iw<r,\ 
magnate really feels sail ami itc.in *■, hm ..m:.* 
one begs him for his autoprup'i He 2- v,.-nt 
to lament much ulxuit the haul d.:u <>l n, and 
to express himself after the unnra-? **t 1 idw 121 
Forrest, reference to whith ha - >»■ '2 h nadir 
hire made, to borrow the f.ugun »>t m- u-\.. 

While it is true that the sejinu. .on! g* nmne 
collector thvs not write for an .iu*-"/. iph n* 
one with whom he isnot ;•<: •■noli' ,0 qua::.a d. 
yet 1 am not .sure that far grr.ii *.i 0- > . *h 
pleased with the implied I'-mt-h-arM, lew,, 
loudly he tuny complain of id-* hr .p.».. It i«.». 
a profound remark of Dd!; w »*! }*•'Map-, 
of that aneieut anti jh»w almo .1 
ist Jack Downing that “;!;>•!>■ 1 a rr'.c dm! 
of human uaittr' it? mankind ■>, a, >,b 1 F..- 

distinguished author 1-, ?,■,? a?..y.Mhr- .»*n ,<>!«■ 
of tlu: {tide of ordinal*, hum on* S*d! ant-*, 
graph letters written to ordes ,n»\ mr humble 
judgment, seltlum worth leu me 

There is, to my Um wSrd.w, ,.w ., r h,, :i 
to the rule, and that m a lett.-s ,,i ‘h, ,1 -a 
ter of style, the accompli* lad 7,wan! 0! * -d 
«•* 
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Robert Louis Stevenson. It has been printed 
before, in an article written, as I recall it, for 
the Cosmopolitan, but it will bear repetition: 

Vailima, Upolu, Samoa. 

You have sent me a slip to write on: you have 
sent me an addressed envelope: you have sent it 
me stamped: many have done as much before. 
You have spelled my name right, and some have 
done that. In one point you stand alone: you 
have sent me the stamps for my post-office, not 
the stamps for yours. What is asked with so 
much consideration, I take a pleasure to grant. 
Here, since you value it, and have been at the 
pains to earn it by such unusual attentions—here 
is the signature of 

Robert Louis Stevenson. 

For the one civil autograph collector, Charles 
R-. 


I will pass by without comment the base 

insinuation that Mr. R-is the only civil 

autograph collector in the universe. I am sure 
I never asked Stevenson for his autograph, but 
if I had broken my rule and done so, I think 
I should have known how to be civil about it. 
I disapprove of the begging habit. It throws a 
shadow of the ridiculous over a very serious 
and dignified occupation. 

Perhaps my Lincoln autograph may be 
another exception. It is dated at the Executive 
Mansion, Washington, December n, 1862: 
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R. Shelton Mackenzie—B elow is my auto¬ 
graph for your good lady as you request. 

Yours truly, 

A. Lincoln. 

Ben: Perley Poore — he of the colon — says 
in his chapter in Allen Thorndike Rice’s Remi¬ 
niscences of Abraham Lincoln: 

When Dr. R. Shelton Mackenzie, of Philadel¬ 
phia, called at the White House and asked for the 
President’s autograph, Mr. Lincoln said: 

" Will you have it on a card or on a sheet of 
paper?” 

" If the choice rested with myself,” said the 
jovial doctor, " I should prefer it at the foot of a 
commission.” 

Mr. Lincoln smiled and shook his head as if 
he did not see it in that light, but he sat down and 
wrote a few pleasant lines, adding his legible signa¬ 
ture, “A. Lincoln.” 

It will be observed that Mr. Lincoln did not 
laugh at the doctor’s alleged joke, whose vener¬ 
able age certainly entitled it to dignified respect; 
he merely smiled. It will also be noted that 
the doctor’s desire for the President’s auto¬ 
graph was basely, and no doubt falsely, im¬ 
puted to “his good lady.” The device was a 
shallow one, but it is one of the stock devices 
of the autograph hunter, like the innocent letter 
which seeks to know in what year the novelist 
published that popular story, or where a letter 
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to Mr. Blank, the novelist’s intimate friend, 
will be likely to reach him. 

I will wander back to the literary alcove. 
Surely no one can fail to feel closer to Thackeray 
when he has held in his hand and read such 
a pleasant little note as this: 


My dear Ainsworth—W ill you give me 
your name at the G. for Tuesday at 6, and come 
and dine with me there? I want to ask 3 or 4 of 


the littery purfession. 


Yrs. always. 


W. M. T. 


It was written in 1844 from 88 St. James 
Street, where he wrote Barry Lyndon. Mr. 
Rideing says (1885) that the building has been 
demolished, 1 but Mr. Crowe (1897) asserts that 
it still "stands secure enough.” 3 After his 
usual playful fashion, Thackeray has written 
another notelet on the flap of the envelope: 


My dear Ainsworth,—I would have come 


with the greatest pleasure but Gwilt has engaged 
me. How are you and the ladies and the young 
daughter? I will come out one very early day to 


shake you by the hand. 


Yours, 


W. M. T. 


The most hardened of scoffers must confess 


that there is some justification for the pursuit, 

1 Thackeray’s London, p. 76. 2 Haunts and Homes, p. 45. 
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when one muy posses* a hm: Imm i ..mu-nee 
Sterne to David Garrick, In Hw ih,U»ucnl 
GaUerv, by Robert finish. publuhed m i.Syo, 
it is said: “ In 176.1 he iSh-nn-; :e "Kcd turn • 
self to visit France, ami ti w;t. tin- |>i*.je. t whs* h 
gave rise to the Seninnmiid Hu fi¬ 
nances, however, at this jmn m»v ,.<* Uv 

that previously to his dquilnre in- wn-ie to 
Mr. Garrick to advance him £-*'* " 

The original letter, which came h-m 1 p-<H. 
and is, therefore, undeniably y;ci)mn>\ hr. IvMe 
me. Sterne says: 

DKAK GAKKtOK. 4'pou ivurv e: . or, •» 
this morning, with -.nine U”>-( . i, >■ . 1 

fmd I should set out wilhGs* 1/ ■ 'M a . , m.h-.J 
man ought. Will you lend io<* tv,, o'- j>> to .• * 

V r« . 

I Si. CM 

The sjHilling is Sterne's, not none 

We may assume that the. ut’.hr: eon Hwl 
application was suerevdul, tor Stmii- went 
to France and the Snitittuntnl jmtntry w.i. 
written. 

Are there many jteople in the-.*- dav . who 
read the hook? I have tuv d-mbi. »*n the -mb 
ject It is easy for the smain-o-r to u Mi hold 
ly to Tristum Shundy amt to the ) m »!•-■,, hu* 
I have noticed that he remendwi bub* »■; them 
except tlie most famihut tpiofMson, lake 
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Boswell’s Johnson, Pilgrim’s Progress, and Don 
Quixote, they belong to the immortal library 
which all men are believed to know by heart, 
but which no one ever reads entirely through. 
I am confident, however, that I might contrive 
to plough through Boswell if it were not for 
the notes of his editors. I abhor notes. They 
distract my attention and confuse my mind. 
Blessed is the editor who wisely refrains from 
scattering them along the pages and consider¬ 
ately masses them in an appendix. 

Those of us who retain a lively recollection 
of the late nineteenth century will remember 
the plain little woman who puzzled the critics, 
and who called herself “Currer Bell.” Even 
to-day we read Jane Eyre, but I do not think 
that the other stories are often taken down 
from the shelves. Every one knows how, in 
early girlhood, Charlotte Bronte was accus¬ 
tomed to write elaborate romances, chiefly 
about the Duke of Wellington, or some member 
of his family, real or imaginary, for Charlotte 
blindly adored the hero of Waterloo. Some of 
these sketches have been preserved, and here 
is one entitled Lord Douro. It bears the date 
of July 21, 1837, and is signed by "C. Bronte.” 
It has been lovingly protected by a Zaehns- 
dorf levant binding, and it consists of some 
twenty-eight pages, note size, all in that tiny, 
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microscopic hand, compared to which Thacke¬ 
ray's minute chirography and De Quincey’s 
small characters are Brobdingnagian. I defy 
any one to decipher it without the aid of a 
magnifying-glass. 

The little romance, it must be acknowledged, 
is rather dreary, and does not seem to be of 
an y great interest as a composition, even when 
seen through a magnifying-glass. It betrays 
no bright promise of future fame. A firm of 
New York publishers once asked permission to 
print it, but out of consideration for the Brontes 
the owner decided that it had better remain in 
the seclusion of his library. 

An extract will suffice: 

Night after night closed around the villa grounds, 
warm, pure and balmy, with the harvest moon 
beaming upon its Grecian front, and looking 
through its casements into some rich chambers, 
where the Marchioness sat leaning upon her Lord's 
breast, and forgetting in his arms every warning 
of death, every thought of sadness she had ever 
known. If, for a moment, some symptom of her 
disease appeared shadows 1 the first sound of Douro’s 
voice, the first glance of his dark eye scattered 
them utterly—he was to her, I say, as kind, as 
gentle, as impassioned as imagination can con¬ 
ceive. Those six weeks were to Marian a heavenly 
dream. The sound of the Trumpet broke it. War 


1 This portion is quite illegible. 
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came driven over Africa in wild gales of rain and 
sleet. The sunshine of summer and the torch of 
peace were quenched together. Douro joined his 
regiment, and we all know what succeeded. We 
all remember the rains and the mutinies, the de¬ 
feats and the victories of the Augrian (?) campaign. 
Scarcely was winter over, scarcely was the noise 
of battle hushed, when the bell from St. Michael’s, 
tolling long and slow, revealed the fate of 
Florence Marian Wellesley, Marchion¬ 
ess of Douro. 

Here endeth the story, but there is a six- 
stanza poem appended. Miss Bronte, like Silas 
Wegg, drops into poetry at intervals through¬ 
out the whole screed. There are some words 
which defy the power of the glass, and I have 
given up trying to guess what they are. I 
suppose that the poor girl was compelled to be 
economical about so trifling a matter as paper, 
and that she cramped her hand-writing in order 
to compress as much upon a page as it could 
contain. It is pitiful to think of genius restricted 
by such ignoble fetters. 

By the side of Lord Douro lies a small vol¬ 
ume of Charlotte Bronte’s manuscript poems, 
signed at the end, “C. Bronte Jan’y 19, 1836.” 
There are twenty pages in all, four in pencil. 
None of them have been published, to the best 
of my belief. They are rather an improve¬ 
ment on the history of the unfortunate lady 

7i 
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with the imposing title. One ft them 1% called 
“ The Wounded Stag" : 

Passing amid the drejie..t "hade 
Of the wood's sombre h.sut, 

Last night i saw a wounded deer 
Uiid lonely amt apart 

Pain trembles in his weary biubs 
Pain tills bin patient av 
Pam crushed amid the ■-had.an inn 
lies branchy ennui did he 

Another p<H‘m contains tin. t.iu.yi, was b. 
after infinite ftams, l have de< ;pheied; 

Glorious hilts from the n 

Betnl with a dreamlike .aide 
Partita; with snowy hand the »;!•• an . 

Of their lustrous hair she while 
The teeth of jhmiI. through the hp.-« *4 
rose 

Archly hut stilly shew 
Nothin); that mini month > ut iS.ru- 

Which has Minlvii tho-Ugh • i.o.i ;e . 
so. 

Glimpses of Kugti h nvm i «, 

Northumbrian lull . and ball i 
And gluriou.i plain", ol Italv 
Shine on the magie wall, 

But the task of tmimlafinp the hietoep* phie*i 
is too great for ordinary eyes, and i i»;\r up the 
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must have become as tired of them a * Gen- 
oral Sherman was of " Maivhim; tHnmgh 
Georgia.” 

To my miml, that autograph rim 

worth considerably more than lire *' Fir a edi¬ 
tion.” 

First editions are very much honored and 
esteemed, l must admit. 1 d»» m<t intend to 
plunge into any debate over them >n to pro* 
voke any controversy eoncernmg them It any 
one wishes to know, why fust edito-m; * let hint 
read Arnold’s First Report of a FV>d t 'x'.Ur 
tor, and then examine the handsome * at,doom- 
of Mr. Arnold’s side in Februurv. toot, *vnh 
prices inserted. But «hv brat edition of 
Kipling and of Stevenson? t wm. mmhnlv 
amused recently to learn that the deluded 
beings who j«tid appalling pine.*« toi each 
India and Davos Plat/ item* vu««* Jmdum: 
themselves fearfully long of the m.nla t and 
liable to be sold out under the Mile A *!*• 
dine in Schoolboy F.vriVx fr*»m tj.i , to h-to 
exhibits a fall altogether mme dim-toon i than 
any autograph calamity, 1 have a t»»»4>iiU 
friend who actually pride-* lunm-lf on the }**",• 
session of a complete set o| fu .t edit* on-, of 
Anthony Trollope! It cm if hint a dr,it 

of time and toil, and I know not how tttanv 
golden shekels, But why not, K, P. Bor, or 
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T, S. Arthur, or WtHt.nn thbonn* 

1 hHouM fhmU ♦ >! .tM'utniiSahni; no 

I'lltls**!»*< "! fha t 

Th»'* i«'! «"ji ha-i at my imU>ut;utlu 











ft 


I WAS mistaken when I raid that I had 
known only two ^ , I matt that 
there are four who have had the j-miavc of 
my acquaintance. One of them i well n-miiuler 
as a freshman in college a hen i ua» '.tiunum 
about as a jtU|H?reilious aemoj. \>>u he c. a 
man of note, ami 1 am plea cd it i aiu allowed 
to sit near him at (linnet ami !*» h .tri *■» hi, 
graceful po.st*pmmbai ehtjuem »< I pride im 
self on the discovery that we I; id a «•■•me.-ti 
ancestor, who met a -iohh*-i ‘ , d* ,tt!t >*n t So 
field of Monmouth, l iml I M»utmrd h* y.; 
ujKtu the trail of this yl<>noti, tpr.n m.mdhujiri, 
I had never heard of am ol m\ a-ieU,n . a. 
Revolutionary patriots, and 1 hud lahojcd under 
the painful conviction that thr\ wete a’l t*. 
mitigated Tories. This brave » opium * <i Som 
erset County militia ban redeemed the f,oti:h 
reputation, and 1 should dnuSv imr at li.nr 
his autograph. Hut f am yet tain too tut uwuv 
from my jwtet, who will, j«-ih.ij< ■ c v me m*- 
for giving forth an eUra* t loan a U-stn m Sc 
which I greatlv prize; 

?t» 
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riouslv at his desk, composing some brilliant 
letter from a foreign land, which ho would 
transmit directly from Bleecker Street m his 
newspaper in Park Row. I mall only one 
verse of his, which is perhaps not vena lemark 
able for wit, melody, or poetic quality, but it af¬ 
fords a singular instance of the tenacitv with 
which the human mind will hold tad t<» a tntie 
for wellninh forty years, while lettum yo of 
many things of real value: 

Long life to ye, Mr lanculn. 

May ye live b*th free ,md ,o .v. 

And when ye the, with the top of i i h t.c* 
Turned up to tin* roots of a thn*v. 

May this lie voitr epitaph, n it*-L nut, 

" Though thraitor , ahttv j hrn \ d.-h , 

Me was honest, and kindly, and loved 
a juke. 

And he pardoned Miles tl Rrdlv " 

From 1 lalpine's Irishman She mind -itav- 
very naturally to a Scotchman One «.! mv 
best friends has a j»*t aversion : he tan never 
bring himself to the point of hiany {ride if 
Burns. Perhaps the French .train m hr. h!tu«l 
makes him unappreciative »4 Sotirdi poeiiv 
or Scottish thoughts, Me will not admit that 
Burns was an iutereainy Mima, ter, although 
I argue with him that when so manv love and 
admire the works of Burns there mint he *. 

7 * 
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quality in them which deserves admiration. 
But he persists in saying, as Baron Martin is 
reported to have said of Shakespeare, "From 
what I have seen of him, I think him a very 
overrated mon.” When, however, I show him 
my Burns letter, he is obliged to confess that 
he wrote a good hand! It is a letter to Lady 
Henrietta Don: 

MADAM, —I have here sent you a parcel of my 
epistolary performances; happy at having it, 
in the smallest degree, in my power to show that 
gratitude, which, while life's warm spirit beats 
within my breast, shall ever glow to the family 
of Glencaim. I might have altered or omitted 
some things in these letters; perhaps I ought to 
have done so; but I wish to show you the Bard 
and his style in their native colors. 

I have the honor to be with the most heart- 
warm, grateful sincerity. Madam, your much 
indebted and very humble servant. 

Robert Burns. 

EDINB., 26th March, 1787. 

There is something about the elaborate sub¬ 
scription which is deliciously suggestive of 
our old friend, Mr. Wilkins Micawber. 

One cannot help feeling a great deal of in¬ 
terest in whatever relates to Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, although his philosophy is prac¬ 
tically forgotten, and his poetry, if we except 
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the Ancient Mariner ami CluistaM, has gone 
into the store-houses of antnptity, Hut it was 
good poetry, and 1 haw always had a convit- 
tion, which I have carefully tnm-euled in the 
recesses of my inner being, that In- was Sat 
greater than some of his contempt uartra wlto .e 
fame has endured tttore pormanenth, 1 'tobablv 

the reader <»f to - day regards all thew lit 4 
century liltemti as very old fa-dumird indeed, 
and has relegated them to the "Sc., tuns <4 tin- 
back shelves. It must, hmu-vrs. he pm mat.-d 
to the aged to hint mildly at the p<*. abduy that 
the first half of the nineteenth teuton was tar 
more productive of genuine poet) v than tin* 1,0 
ter half. Here is a Coleridge maim-, nj*t with 
its cpuiint title: 

Song, or H vthkr a < ommiaoi mi \ t 
OF A SoNt; * 

A sunny shaft did 1 U-hoM 
From skv to earth it rdautoi. 

And [Hiin’d therein a Hud •,>> inll 
Sweet Bird! thou vveit or h.mUd’ 

He rose, he sunk, he nr.tied, h-- to.’d d 
Within that shaft *4 mum n.r.t. 

His eyes of fire, in i InmU »4 guSd 
All el u* of Ami t}iv ,t 1 

'This a{>i«itf»i in |»e» jmh tUu'i." n*-ir.o! ,-j ' pvn," »»» 
lished work. ,11 ” Sum!. la Ik*- eo.lt, „'>>! ' J 
Glycine," with •*•«»• Ou-bt -t.t, o> **'-,» «* •* \ 4i , 

dianije*., <?. tf,, " (uniklrd A*,i* »»* I>,,■ .1: *« . : :Si im>- 

Mu 
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And then he sang: Adieu! Adieu! 

Love's dreams prove seldom true. 

The Blossoms—they 

Make no delay. 

The sparkling dew-drops will not stay! 

Sweet month of May, 

We must away. 

Away! Away! 

T o-day! T o-day! 

This is not at all lofty or convincing, and one 
must own that it sounds very like the transla¬ 
tions of the opera librettos. There is not much 
worse nonsense than these translations, and 
Coleridge, who probably never read one, has 
fallen into the style without any malice afore¬ 
thought. 

This little thing of his son Hartley is not 

much better, “On the singing of Mrs. D- 

W—'': 

Like a blithe birdy in a danksome isle 
Of changeless beauty, 'mid a spacious wood. 
Such was the song, and such the pensive smile. 
Robed in the weeds of early widowhood. 

And yet, not so—for Birdy has a nest. 

And sings of hopes and joys that soon are coming 

When every bush is in its vernal best 

And all her callow brood are sunk in rest, etc. 

Hartley Coleridge did not write as plainly 
as did his illustrious sire. His autograph in- 
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dicat.es degeneracy. t cannot quite make out 
what comes after the "callow blood." although 
I discover something m the “hit of j..\, or 
long, long note of sorrow," which -vents to have 
inspiration about it Hut I wish he had not 
called liis bird a " hirdy.” 

I am glad that the present generation »•. Ik* 
ginning to revert with inteve-4 to tin* p<vm t of 
Byron. He has had his vicissitudes, and from 
an enormous popularity * u ' '* an ^ *'♦ M.iup.t:a 
live oblivion, but he is evidently n .me, again 
in the public esteem, The lather »omuioi) 
place letter which tills his niche in utv 1'anthem 
has nothing hut a men* autograph*. value 
I am disposed to think that a lot >4 n.*u >, n ,e 
about his domestic relation*, tended to lnjute 
bin reputation umn!i!» the Miiug |»*>>p'e who 
seemed to control the literals judgment o! jr 
cent years. The atrocious scandal wht.lt wa. 
fomented concerning him, pie.mcd hv the 
folly of Harriet Beecher Stowe, had it . hat ml n! 
effect. My belief that it was without am tea! 
foundation is strengthened b\ tin-, littn of 
Latlv Byron in mv pus-ir*. ■•.-a : 

tVe.uuua inacvci j < 

Mv nr; \u At \ r, You v, It .df .w me th«- u * 
of my eye:, hv thi'i tune without 5.*, tui. to t-11 
you that l ami the «laid ate jvdo ih .o-!! HV* 
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took a drive in the Park to-day. My confine¬ 
ment has been rendered so comfortable by Mrs. 
Leigh’s kindness and affection which I never can 
forget, that I feel no inclination to break loose. 
. . . Not having seen any company, I have 

scarcely heard any news and cannot give you 
information except of a domestic nature. Of 
this kind I may (or perhaps may not, for I have 
not asked leave) mention two new poems—which 
the newspapers have metamorphosed into one 
Epic—likewise giving me the credit of “tasteful 
criticism” which I have hitherto exercised only 
in the more literal way over roast and boiled. The 
subjects are founded on historical facts, “The 
Siege of Corinth” and “Parisina.” There is more 
description in the former and more passion in the 
latter—which will be preferred on the whole, I 
know not—they are now in Murray’s hands. 

It was within a month after this letter was 
written that the separation was suggested by 
Lady Byron’s father. It was four days after 
the date of this letter that Lady Byron consulted 
Dr. Baillie about Lord Byron’s sanity. But 
as Leslie Stephen well says, in the Dictionary 
of National Biography, an examination of all 
that is known of Mrs. Leigh, of the previous 
relations between brother and sister, “ and 
especially of Lady Byron’s affectionate relations 
with Mrs. Leigh at the time, as revealed in 
letters since published, proves this hideous 
story to be absolutelv incredible.” I shall 
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in the category of immortals. I wish Mrs. 
Carlyle had told us the year and the month 
when she wrote the letter I have quoted. But 
then women seldom date. 

This is an example of the Great Bear : 


5 Cheyne Row, Chelsea, 

London, 15 March , 1846. 

DEAR SIR, — I am informed by Mr. Donaldson 
that you have a letter of Oliver Cromwell's which 
is not in my collection nor printed elsewhere; and 
that you will, at my or Mr. Donaldson's request, 
be so obliging as favour me with a copy of it. I 
lose not a moment in making what application 
to you is in my power for that object. An exact 
copy,—care especially in the date and address, 
if any. Notice whether the original is a copy 
or an autograph, with what may be known of 
its history hitherto;—on the whole as much pre¬ 
cision in the thing itself and in the details of it, 
as is convenient, and as much expedition , the 
printer being now close upon me in his new edition 
of that book of mine. Mr. Donaldson I hope will 
second this request, and an answer of the kind 
desired will reach me soon. Believe me. 

Yours very truly. 


Rev. Mr. Osborne. 


T. Carlyle. 


It is a far cry from Carlyle to Chesterfield, 
but the two names come near together in al¬ 
phabetical order, and as I put away Jennie's 
appreciative tribute to the skill of her photog¬ 
rapher and place it by the portrait after the 
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Horace Walpole, and Lord t!em*> dtdiked him, 
and their power amt mtlumee ,n cntn.. and 
memoir-writers tiave txvn rttVeim* So e-uuhhdt 
their view of him as the tme one, tuespcvitw 
of the actual truth. 

If I were a threat man, prince, jmht, m -.fate s 
man, I think I would take men atm, dmsn. mv 
lifetime to secure my memorv mpum*: ,i jvtpet 
nation in the form of a "Life" lunioi in a 
near relative or hv an " immure friend," f am 
thinking at tlie moment «»i Fontm'*, /k.Ts;i-, 
and Ilalinm Tennyson’s Imnpaphx *4 in, 
father. Collm^uood’s /,etrm >a i, m tla- 

same Kenerat class, Ferlup , it wa - m-,« an 
that the oftieinl /a/e o/ Tmny.-m should L- u 
cold and stately memo:sal, hut I *.»*sim5 minin' 
Forster for makiny mv !»n ken. , 11 . h an 
dinary, every-da v ear!. «*r C,4hmmo<,d m; n,h 
in^ all the charm out of the * motor iha mi 
mortal Alice. Of course. Sew will a nr,- unh 
me in my judgment, hut that dun not , house 
my mind one whit, Tht-v uiSI pms.t me 
Trevelyan’s Maemtluv and to Is*. LH.tr 1 , , 

but then these are onlv durum; , 

Thinking of llallam 'IVimc-Miih hm ,<) hn 
father leads me to fake it from »V LL and 
look over my Tentiy.xuriinmt. 1 his- the. hater 
for its reference to one of mv other id..! ,. 
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Farringford, Freshwater, 

Isle of Wight, Jany . 3, 68. 
Dear Sir, — I had some doubt as to whether 

1 ought to accept your last cheque, but I do so, 
taking it for granted that you will not look upon 
me as an Oliver Twist, “asking for more.” 

Yours very truly, 

A. Tennyson. 

This reluctant receipt of a " cheque ” is pleas¬ 
antly amusing to us ordinary mortals, who 
find ourselves invariably taking the money 
whether we think that we have earned it or 
not. Could it have been that the noble laureate 
was imitating a certain Marchioness we all 
know and "making believe” a good deal? 

Another letter nestles between the fly-leaves 
of volume I.: 

Farringford, April 22nd , 1864. 
Dear Sir, —You can publish the words with 
your music, if you will. All these songs have 
been set before more than once; perhaps you are 
not aware of this. 

Yours truly, 

A. Tennyson. 

2 songs from the Miller's Daughter. 

Break, break, break. 

(The Poet’s Song.) 

Arthur Sewell, Esq. 

I do not know why it is that Tennyson’s 
beautiful lyrics have never been adequately 
fitted with a musical setting. There was a 
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certain tiraham who ananeed a id,; <i\ },, r 
“Tears, Idle Tears,” which n a w, 
uf my boy howl. and which use,! i,, w ?n f> , IJ1V 
uncultivated ear a faxcijiatsm,: , omj,*. 

At this day, I scarvelv ftvl competent i,< .tube 
whether it was reail.v de;.ejvm?*: What % v 
loved in our tallow years $4 ,md «ubve 

is apt to he sacred in mtr sene-, ear memm:,-,, 
and we may noj tint outsehc.. u> he pah, am.., 
or critical about it. f should tea t,ue t», } iatr 
tise beauty of that so*n», o-i n m,so jm, 
anttiptaUd let oilei toms, damned ih ,;■ e |,a* 
analysis of the tmta.a! ,-vjv<i I . Hp;,-e 

that our comp,..,cm he male {., 
work to such .plejnlul burr a,. l?;»*,e jt,,- 

yrand master «>f iaurle-h \n-r It ( , ,, |. {f 
Mrs. Tennyson w Jiu-,. 

Mr. Tcmiv on !u , hnl no , p, 

>■'« h .. . 

km. We ate rbd So teat thm va p in! 

about your work 

llsat was a fate, kindle. * hnr*u e ,»,it ,y 
assurance to the poo? Mb-w vt.!j.. j,, nu'd o 
I am sure l do not loam w h,, } ;( . v _ i4 , ^ ;. Mj 

lit* wanted to do w;th the j«•)«'; .,»,»■( % I;,-, l, 
Tenuvson ha,I no power , .rtv,U .,>• 
hcnsible to me. fan d he dd i.-a tab *v >„ b-.at 
his‘’work,„ , IUl j utu . 
trn 
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after Mrs. Tennyson had assured him that she 
was glad that he was hopeful about it, he cer¬ 
tainly exhibited gross ingratitude. 

I wish that I could read Hallam Tennyson’s 
letter. I have observed that sons of great men 
not only fall below their fathers in mental ca¬ 
pacity, but sink infinitely beneath them in the 
matter of plain, sensible, and intelligible hand¬ 
writing. As near as I can tell, he says: 

I do not know whether my father will be induced 
to recite "The Charge” again for you, for he is 
much surprised at your proposing to advertise 
him and his poem in the way you describe in your 
telegram. 

This seems to refer to a delivery by Tennyson 
of “ The Charge of the Light Brigade ” on some 
occasion. It was of this famous and strenuous 
poem that the author said: "It is not a poem 
on which I pique myself ”; but it is one of the 
tickets which entitle him to a seat in the theatre 
of immortals. It is the old story over again 
of the slighted offspring of genius who wins 
the hearts of the multitude, while the spoiled 
and ineffective child is coddled by the doting 
parent. I am not going to cite Milton with 
his preference for Paradise Regained , nor 
Thackeray, nor Dickens. Macaulay’s school¬ 
boy knows all that by heart. 

9i 



VII 


M Y friends are inclined to view with disfavor 
my inoffensive expressions regarding 
poets, philosophers, and people in general, and 
I am growing timid about saying anything 
frankly. Men usually do not say what they 
really think, but what they believe other men 
expect them to think. My most revered critic, 
the golf expert, tells me that I am only a rag- 
gatherer, an accumulator of scraps of paper 
with pen-scratches upon them, a preserver of 
things which the perpetrator would have de¬ 
stroyed if he had dreamed that they would be 
saved and hoarded; in short, a mere chiffonnier. 
He intimates that a beetle of an autograph 
collector should not presume to make any re¬ 
marks about the merits or the shortcomings 
of the famous. “ Ne sutor ultra crepidam,” 
he says, sardonically, as if he were originating 
a smart speech. There is nothing like a good 
old classical hit to humble me to the dust, even 
if it be carefully chosen out of Bohn's Diction- 
ary of Quotations, a most useful storehouse, al- 
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lH>*ii 1 load iIn- fan that tlrnnat thv, who 
JH-U-! ttn .!nl titiu*. snrt! to drVofr tlu* half hour 

thittrt-u the. atn-; and hn-akt'aM to vrniyinti 
Imhn^ * I) ./1> al toltutit*. atat foumi rnouyh 
t-i 1**1 ; t>* tail a .'.most tmnlc. I bavr Itwtmtl tlu* 
Ic.'ina ih.d eta* .bmtM iH'Vf! nm’pt a ({notation 
hand Hr wIt.* tm?4Hh to tlwHumjaki 
t:ot. ho..}* *.ha!t tv U)i‘!‘*Ur 

In v;*-w *4 the mjfavauihtr {tulKHIrtlt of my 
a. «ju.uu*; iii. c’i. S mti >1 rmfravoj to In* ratvfut 
ant liMiiii.jrit in im « osmnrnt .. amt t shall 
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ll: >!•<' v oj i.j hr: . .ui!'os.-atiou ..| Unn\ Vttf.. 
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Whether Mr. Weller or his friend would have 
known an autograph when they saw it, or what 
they would have said on contemplating one. 
I cannot confidently conjecture, Whether Mr. 
Froude meant that **autographs is vanity " f S om 
the jioint of view of the writer or from that of 
tiie owner. I know not, 1 question the ft nth of 
the remark in either sense, unless n j H < m the 
lifdd of (he .saying of the preacher, '* AH in 
vanity." Mr. Frouile did his act lather pn ttdv 
and turned off a "mpiest" autograph with a 
neatness which deserves admiration, depute 
the impertinent fling at mv tnlw, which 1 can 
afford to treat with a Mfv dmdam 1 am 

willing to admit that from a pmelv utilitarian 
stand-point — the word is nhjn tionahle hut 
convenient'-the autograph Inter U'llhaui 
Shakesjieare is worth no more than the letter 
of the most insigmiicant of mm fa!, \m| 
yet many intelligent jropk* would, withoiit 
donht. prefer KliakespeateVi autograph to mme 
tte need not |«msv to impure win- if should }„. 
so, nor is it worth while to e\{* nd eneigv m 
combating the projiosition that "autographs 
vanity. ’ Let us avoid sm h dispute,,, and Jrt 
t us nut thv detra, tors „> on, M , mi 

by condescending to arctic w ith them U itlmi 
return pleasantue c, alHi f . 

and pore over the poittolioi, 
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ii *:.«•",*’« J>> that whtdt Mr. 

, <*’■'I hr Irtni ?■> .Ir.H, «imvt, 
an! ; h he,>']«>« ahSjom.h U litH'ht 

5m v 5 . to-!.' citiStt“ 4 * m '.t\5c: 

it.* r utt.« tu<i nr 

45 ,7 

fit ‘ -* * 4 !! *rt 

l‘i 1 / S, J t th >f tiii wjH 

l ■ ■ ■ ■* . 4 I* ■ .sut .v;1. »}>U 

Sti*. 'it-H, 

Ns m uMt Uu‘i iv, 
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of Christina Rossetti's Commonplace hg , s an 
outward appearance well suited to its title 
and some former owner has defaced it, after a 

never-to-be-sufficiently-condemned fashion by 

causing to be affixed to it, paste-fastened, sundry 
extracts from newspapers, technically known 
as cuttings," and a cheap portrait from some 
periodical; but it acquires an individuality 
from the little note attached to a fly-leaf: 


- -- JL UdU h t 

_ ... ~ _ OUECESTONE, Saturday morning. 

Miss C. Rossetti presents her compliments to 
Mrs. G. Linnaeus Banks, and thanks her for her 
welcome offer of reviewing Commonplace. She 
will communicate with Mr. Ellis, in whose hands 
th.6 copies are, on the subject. 


The Poems of Longfellow are none the less 
attractive for the four lines of "Excelsior," 
in the familiar hand of the poet, the letters 
sloping gracefully to the left, dated in Septem¬ 
ber, 1852; nor for the odd manuscript inserted 
in the volume of Evangeline, which, although 
not of Longfellow's writing, has a certain rel¬ 
evancy, for it is a yellow, faded document, a 
receipted bill for £168 155., beginning," The Pub- 
Watch—Dr.,” and endorsed "Ac 1 , 
of John Beldon & the men under his command 
for guarding the Acadians, 16 March, 1756." 

The Kavanagh, too, is by no means spoiled 
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for the owner by this letter, written shortly after 
the publication of the tale and just before the 
appearance of The Seaside and the Fireside 
containing the poem known of all declaimers, 
“The Building of the Ship/' which long years 
afterwards some municipal wiseacres in Brook¬ 
lyn condemned as unsuited to schools because 
of its alleged indecency, a quality which existed 
only in their Boeotian brains: 

Cambridge, May 19,1849- 

Dear Sir, —I cannot follow out your sugges¬ 
tions in regard to Kavanagh, as it is already pub¬ 
lished here; but in future will not forget them, if 
you think it worth while to take any steps about 
a copyright. The poems I propose to publish in 
the autumn will make a volume about as large 
as the original edition of the Voices of the Night 
—say from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
pages of the size of Kavanagh, making an addi¬ 
tion of about one-fifth of all, as they now stand. 
I think it would hardly be worth while to add any¬ 
thing to your edition until you can add all. You 
have printed from the Philadelphia copy. Would 
you not prefer the Cambridge, in which the suc¬ 
cessive volumes have been added one to the other, 
without change or rearrangement? May I trouble 
you to forward this volume to Mr. Gilfillan. 

Yours truly, 

Henry W. Longfellow. 

As a rule, the lawyers are not as interesting 
in letters as they ought to be, considering their 
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calling and their opportunities for observation. 
Perhaps they have taken to heart the words of 
Bacon " It is generally better to deal by Speech 
than by Letter: Letters are good, when a Man 
would draw an answer by Letter back again; 
or when it may serve, for a Man's Justification' 
afterwards, to produce his own Letter; or where 
it may be Danger to be interrupted, or heard 
by Pieces." Nevertheless they occasionally 
intrust their unprofessional thoughts to paper, 
and some of them have made important con¬ 
tributions to literature. Sir Walter Scott says 
that “a lawyer without history or literature 
is a mechanic, a mere working mason; if he 
possesses some knowledge of these, he may 
venture to call himself an architect.” But the 
saying that the law is a jealous mistress is a 
truism; and few men may achieve success at 
the bar and distinction in authorship. I know 
of one, whose life has surely been enviable 
and who has "all that which should accom- 
pany o d age, as honour, love, obedience, troops 
Of friends "; with a mind so alert and vigorous 
that he refuses to give an affirmative answer to 
his own query: 


^ uku uu.-uuereci adage true— 

' The Old is better than the New”— 

Old ways, old wines, old friends, old books. 
The ancient haunts, the time-worn nooks 
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With Memory's twilight overcast. 

Where visions of a vanished Past 
Bring back, in all its mellow glow. 

The Golden Age of long ago? 

The men of the law remember, no doubt, the 
great controversy which arose over the Cour- 
voisier case and the interminable debate which 
was carried on for some years upon the question 
whether a lawyer may honorably defend a cli¬ 
ent whom he knows to be guilty of the offence 
charged. Many reams of paper were wasted in 
the effort, on the one hand, to prove that a prison¬ 
er who has confessed his crime to his advocate 
is not entitled to the aid of that advocate, and 
on the other to demonstrate the right of every 
accused person to the services of counsel at his 
trial, irrespective of his actual guilt or innocence. 
Charles Phillips, barrister-at-law, eloquent, able, 
and florid, nicknamed “Counsellor O'Gamish,” 
was a man of excellent reputation at the bar. 
I believe he was the author of that highly 
ornamented oration on Napoleon which we 
used to declaim at school, and in which the 
emperor is described as “grand, gloomy, and 
peculiar.” Courvoisier was a valet, charged 
with the murder of his employer. Lord William 
Russell. During the trial he disclosed his 
guilt to Phillips, who nevertheless summed up 
for the defence. It was said that the advocate 
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went beyond the limits of propriety by pledging 
his word to the jury that his client was innocent. 
It was a perversion of what Phillips really said, 
and every one knows now that the lawyer only 
did his duty, but there was a time when it was 
unpopular to take his part. Samuel Warren, 
also a barrister, and the author of "Ten Thou¬ 
sand a Year, had his imperfections; he was 
often the object of ridicule; he was the theme of 
many a jest; but he was stanch and true to his 
brother of the bar, and I like him for his let¬ 
ter. He says: 

35 Woburn Place, R. s. 

3d January , 185a. 

My dear Phillips, —I feel it due to you to 
state that I have, on this day, for the first time , 
perused, and that with the greatest attention, the 
Times’ report of Courvoisier's trial — especially 
the opening address of the late Mr. Adolphus, 
your speech, and the late C. J. Tindal's summing 
up. I have risen from the perusal of these matters 
with a lively feeling of indignation towards your 
unprincipled and malignant calumniators & of 
admiration of your conscientious & guarded elo¬ 
quence on behalf of the blood-stained miscreant 
whom it had become your hard duty to defend. 
Your defamers are guilty equally of suppressio 
veri et allegatio falsi. My blood boils when I think 
of the treatment you have received. I doubt 
whether there was, or is, another man living who 
could have acquitted himself with such exquisite 
judgment in a case of such exquisite and appalling 
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difficulty. Of Mr. Adolphus’ opening I dare not 
trust myself with speaking, he being dead. I 
who write all this am a man who never commits 
himself lightly to black & white, being penetrated 
with a sense of the truth that litera scripla manet, 
but I am convinced in my innermost soul that 
you are as highly honourable, as you have long 
been a foully wronged man. 

I am ever, your attached & faithful friend, 

Samuel Warren. 

It was of Warren, who was fond of consorting 
with the nobility, that the story is told about a 
bragging remark to the effect that when he 
dined at a certain duke’s there was no soup. 
“I suppose they had eaten it all up-stairs,” 
said Jerrold. Probably the anecdote dates 
back to the Crusades, but we must contrive 
somehow to keep up the reputation of noted wits. 
I have learned that when I say a really good 
thing, nobody seems to pay any attention to 
it; but if I preface my jest with the pardona¬ 
ble falsehoods, “Sheridan one day,” or “Mark 
Twain not long ago,” the applause is deafening. 
I do not mean to apply for a patent on this 
new and useful improvement, for Burnand, the 
“Happy-Thought” man, pre-empted the dis¬ 
covery. You would not have known it if I 
had not told you, but, as I am not a Moli&re, I 
cannot afford to be detected in taking my own 
property wherever I may find it, 
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My thoughts revert to Froude and his sneer. 
I pretend that I do not resent these slights, but 
I feel them. I want an antidote, and it is in 
the upper drawer of the old mahogany cabinet 
which stands near the north window. It is the 
kindly autograph of the admirable man who 
toiled through life burdened with the name of 
“Marie Jean Paul Joseph Roche Yves Gilbert 
du Motier,” Marquis de Lafayette. My eloquent 
friend, the Georgia judge, said of him that he was 
“ a man more illustrious than Nathanael Greene 
and only less distinguished than Washington 
himself; a major-general in our army before he 
was twenty; commander of the National Guard 
of France when he was thirty-two; whose noto¬ 
riety was enlarged if his greatness was not en¬ 
hanced, for being called a' noodle ’ by the might¬ 
iest captain and conqueror since Julius Caesar.” 

It is an old and faded portrait, signed “La¬ 
fayette,” and it was given to some one in 
Charleston, South Carolina, circa 1824; an heir- 
loom which a pathetic poverty put upon the mar¬ 
ket; and I hold it reverently and affectionately 
because of its history as well as for its intrinsic 
merit. Under the portrait, Lafayette wrote: 


lam much obliged to you, my dear sir, for the 
kind request, and have the honor to return the 
portrait with the name of your grateful friend, 

Lafayette. 
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They do these things well in France; and I 
rejoice that the good friend of ours who gener¬ 
ously devoted himself to our cause in the Rev¬ 
olution was not only a soldier and a patriot, 
but a gracious gentleman. 

True to my principle that there shall be noth¬ 
ing consecutive in these meditations, I ram¬ 
ble back from Lafayette to lawyers. After Sir 
William Blackstone, that overrated person who 
earned immortality far too easily. Lord Mans¬ 
field is probably the most eminent occupant 
of a seat in the legal Walhalla. I believe that 
he is the original inventor of the maxim, “No 
case, abuse plaintiff's attorney," and of the ad¬ 
vice to the colonial judge never to give any rea¬ 
sons for his decisions. Macaulay called him the 
father of modern Toryism. His letter exhibits the 
fondness of the men of his day for capital letters: 

Kenwood, 18 Sept. 1763. 

My DEAR Sr,—T he Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury might easily judge & so must ev’ry Body, 
that it is impossible for me not to be for Ld Rock¬ 
ingham, upon such a point if He is set up but I 
don’t recollect ever saying a Syllable to his Grace 
upon the Subject unless something dropped the 
Day Ld Egremont was chose, in his Grace’s Hear¬ 
ing. There was a Talk of setting Ld Rocking¬ 
ham up then, but waved, because upon the choice 
of the Bp. of London, most of the Governors had 
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engaged Ld Egremont should be the next. I 
then said, but I don’t recollect the A B’s could 
hear me, that I must be for Lord R. As for your 
being set up next I could have no Imagination 
of it then, & till I reed yr letter this moment I never 
heard of it. As to the Rule that it is always usual 
to name one of the King’s Ministers to supply the 
vacancy, I am persuaded it is not so. When Ld 
Gower was chose, I believe it was not on account 
of his office. When I was chose, neither the Chancr 
Secretary of State, or Privy Seal were Governors' 
After Ld Talbot was Chancr the D. of Grafton was 
chose many of the Govrs. engaged to chose me 
next. The matter is not entire with me. If I 
had said nothing, it is impossible for me not to 
be for Lord R. upon a personal matter of this kind 
but I have sd it ever since Ld Egremont was chose. 
If I was capable of doing otherwise, I am sure 
you would advise me against it. There is no 
man in England I would be sorrier not to gratify 
upon ev’ry occasion than yrself. I have had a 
long Acquaintance & Friendship with you which 
enables me to do Justice to yr Worth. Against 
ev ry other Man I am ready to give this mark I 
am ready to engage for the next, which cannot 
be tar off, but nobody will in my eye think it the 
least disrespect to you that I keep my Engagement 
to my nephew whose guardian I was with whom 
and whose Family I live constantly, & who has 
in no degree broke private Friendship with me 
tho we see some Points in quite opposite lights. 

If Sir William Scott, Lord Stowell, the brother 
of Lord Eldon, was not the greatest of lawyers, 
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i s I .'!»/;*; ,4 < ! ,’.'3 ;'«*!■,. I 4, I I * 1» !| 1, .tiMuv. 

iJ’.D'r ,<! 1 'I " , !•> ill** AI.S v!<*J *4 til*' 

U-'i 

'til ; V ' ’ , ' : \ >■ < it ! »i *,•> Vm 1| filf 

ll'ir i'ltUJ, 1} 

,.j i t .,* ■ -,S I 1 , ■ ;i 4h }»-;!,-Sm *4 j»m 

'.■il'i) .< 1: , -i i ! ... . v- Vi 41 >;.t'.t 4;lii' 

'•■'H ■, , 1 . Ms-.- , <U ! hr U.'),i*4 til-' 

\tc. >' 

% f.st 

tt rtf,tn 

" ! IivV tc «!-!.*• Ml lt!f ,*t Li'4. II.mU,” till* 
"!lr<r th <- \lV ’ -,» 4 , ils.tf Ml i.■!).*?,»•» tfilV 

III I jJ.'.t: tAirt. thi- limUn't t«;»il I Min till* 
it-. 'A a*, ihiMiudi hi-* Hjimv. 

I is' W ! !»«' . !W ll-tf.h 

' o M * (' i ic tlinfit'llV 

li i <•;, tri.**, 5 


1 



Meditations o* an Autograph Collector 

>*;«v ,wh i.Hni, 

MY DHAR IlAUDY.--A.-t l mv it tt.e. Il-.r Mail's 
intention not to «iw me the «t, lN .. ,| ulv 
Carnsand Bay, 1 haw wrote to Sir Che G>n<*i, 
to curry it on as if I was not present 
Kwr yours nulv, 

XMt.St *X A lUtuNm 

But the association between Nelson and tin* law¬ 
yers is pcrlmps better shown hy another letter; 

A pm! i^p f | |*h 4 iifiifi 

MY Lord -Notlum; Imt tin- a, 

have induced to haw wrote m v ,,nr 
a busmess winch I fear I am , tt |J m dam- 

But I trust you will toryiw »v d | am wmim 
I haw known Cupt. Mnuum.aa mi;,- u, tll < he 
was kmc under my command, and I « ,/u a'.nn- 
you that altinniah Cupt \! m n.j j| Jr f( ia,t p» tula- 
an affront from any one, ,wt 1 ,.,11 u 4it> uuh 
t le jrreate.Hi truth that I neui law w Jam yiw un 
affront to any Person, " 

I am with tfie yreutrst respect, 

y<mr Lordship's most oLdi-mf sm.mt, 

, Npi.n«>\ A tuuisri: 

Rt lioNnut Loan Rt i.nsiiojmi nn 

After a consideration ,,f the sudav of |., n ,i 
Nelson I ann|i,s[H W «| hi mmni the of 

New Orleans as a jiMiyy of uwmnrv when 
compared with the Mnylish minmnl. 

a the hnglish Miscellaneous" rompmi 

in w 'W M,W ** L “ nl ( 4 dee 

m which he says : 

toll 
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I should say that, putting Cardinal Wolsey 
and Lord Bacon out of the question. Lord Hard- 
wicke is by far the greatest legal Lord Chancellor 
we have ever had. 

It requires some courage to dissent from the 
judgment of a lord chief-justice, but I do not 
concur in this opinion. I remember, however, 
that dissenting opinions are not commonly re¬ 
garded as of much value. The court is strong¬ 
est when “all concur/" In the days of Sir 
John Pratt (C. J. 1718--1725) concurrences were 
in vogue, as appears from a reported instance 
which may not be familiar to the present genera¬ 
tion. A woman who had a settlement in a 
certain parish had four children by her husband, 
who was a vagrant with no settlement. The 
judgment is not regularly reported, but it is 
as follows: 

A woman having a settlement 
Married a man with none; 

The question was, he being dead. 

If that she had were gone. 

Quoth Sir John Pratt, " The settlement 
Suspended did remain 

Living the husband; but he dead 
It doth revive again!"' 

(Chorus of puisne Justices.) 

Living the husband; but he dead 
It doth revive again! 
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All this, however, is not germane to Lord Hard- 
wicke, who wrote this letter, which he never 
meant that I should possess: 

POWIS House, Thursday morn, 
March 30th. 

My DEAR Lord, —Your Friend, my Lord Ra- 
vensworth, came to me last night in order to open 
a Secret to me, which disturbs his Breast, & to 
ask my opinion upon it. He thinks the House 
of Lords is bound in honour to call for the same 
Papers which the House of Commons has called 
for, relating to the Enquiry; and that, as no body 
else calls for them, it concerns him in point of 
Honour to do it. Great Civility passed between 
us, but I gave him my opinion clearly & directly 
in the negative, with my reasons, which his Lord- 
ship could not answer. However he did not own 
himself convinced, & I promised him to turn it in 
my thoughts last night, & to call upon him in my 
way to the House this morning, which I shall do. 
He said that he would call upon your Lordship 
this morning. If he does, I beg you would dis¬ 
suade & discourage him from it all you can. In 
short, it is downright madness. It would be rep¬ 
resented as an attempt by us to set up a sham 
enquiry to contre-carry and defeat the Commons' 
Enquiry, and indeed such Double Enquiries have 
generally been made up for that purpose. Mr. 
Pitt and his Friends would probably take a handle 
from it to endeavour to make a Breach between the 
two Houses, & from thence make a pretence for 
pushing a Dissolution of the Parliament. It is 
impossible that any good can come from it; and 
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liv ;».,,i 1 ■ , ■.; ‘ V i mil Mill utfh utul vn*u.‘. my 
% h :n ••; rh/.n. h’"‘ ! tfo*u«'.ht 

jl j, h>, *i* >u) i >•:•! hv t;u . ilul y«*u 

I,' y; , , It l *-i )!•! I-Ht I k > ■ 'U W lit lit. 

• H - , ..., Vi M n.-v. ! . vmj. A ».4 .ii.. 

th ; ,,!(!'* U-.' - 11 ’!/. *" • -i-t 'W t •»«!. m.v 

i\< ■ 

4 ■ ,i »nY u,“<i *U *y v*»if' •, 

' il U!!»u U'KH. 

J j,..i bv.'.i )k.< IM 11 H m{ she »t«44r tot'4 to 

tumm *V . n„- w ,», .('Mi, 1ml t "w j4amly 

ih.j? i . a:* 1 atom! Um ana* m Jilt* «lit* 

i . - : v:, 'i . 

| !>■";) i , .i it Urn! ■**»«*»* "l»«* «m*l 

„f i .1 i },' ■" del ' il h.' hmi cuts UnHUH 

i, I,' 1 ' i /i v.iiiil ii.v.r Ls.HlUi A half of 

or! ' ?'< " .■ i|.r 

v, • s;'! i .i j- ; .h.tvr mth »rs:anl to 

II ;■/*■ ,(<u 4 ’!, U' Hlti'! >), ,, I iltSl t»<*l MtfV 

v ,,) . v-'h *(■-) ?«■ Mm .! *4 thr i hum 

v<. .m v!.“nr |.Mhht tan, ;m»l fiatn 
t,,ik ;t- us!*-.! d,i- im ntiK .m«i uim twl 

III »h»* rut *l th> » vattvr, u»jit 

■' }-•« ,>y\, w K'<i !-it tt|> !;»*>.I <•! fid* Jiiit i‘ • 
in 1 judt h {hi 1 Ltiy.U'Jd bill. His 

im-’cc ,ns4 l.Mti'.' v,tl! li\i\ ami l am »uftliitont 
thai ( "hr; * b.i'j Aiv; , *4 la; law, t Mil»'tiha*ll, 
U, .u*fl TutJM, t««t liOtVl 

•ini' v }»'«■;» 5 »>iy<t*u m, «•■>»> i j>t hv *44 Vffs, 

'n«-ri u.i,. .Hi Vtticiii an iilta-fi wll** lllttWVS 
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called him " Bruf'fam," and,on being cm lu ted, 
exclaimed: '* You may fail him • n 5 .«, m ’ if 
you like, hut / call him * Bnilfaui.' ” Tin.-, 
shows the cheerful imiepvudem <* «» ( ( ,nr natimi, 
al character. Whether we ^alt him 
BrniTam, here is a letter, unites* to j. fkmaon 
Browne, who published m jS j| a pamphlet eu 
titled "A Letter to Lord Campbell on Sum barge 
against Lord Brougham of hating denoted die 
principles ite once advocated 

Lord Brougham parent-; ho, ...mpbmcuf , t„ 
Mr. Browne & really hrl.. uni, h },„ ;1 

for having sent him In.-, um;.r laud and m-y 
written tract which hd, It, had L .1 ,■ ,, , j ( 

Had he seen it, he would hau- enbv.n-an,-.] a, : !t ,d 
out at least so far a 1 in }*. ,d.l* |m iaiu! U. , 
known defender Ins h.-.utv thank . in.- ,,. , 

is gone by, A Ld. ti. L he-..-, tin An 1 . C. {! 

stant than fonneriv But he, e-mnmt,uiam-. 
the same & if Mr Browne w-ndd mv,- )!,*• 
opjHirtunity, Ld. It would i«l } Um m 

being allowed in make ha, . 1 , ati.uas.ai. r fir 
is in the morning eitficr at ib,- 11 ",a J , ,, r ,j lf . 
P. Conned except Kutmduv W. dm- „!,e, 

Uml Campbell treated Bimigham hardily m 
his memoir, and caused Lvudhu? 4 t»> temaik 
tliat Campbell had added a new term t<« death 

I he letters of j uni us Slave been m. ,«,< talked 
about and written about than nm-t hook-, ) mt 
I never met any one who had „,>d them 
no 









all. ii «!h* .imhomhi|» hud nut Invn 
ii ihim; -a isiv ■ ft*rv, Hu*v would n«» doubt have 
Iv.n .u*a »■"*»-.ii-tn')! to oblivion. 5 do 

n»4 Umuv, v. h<t v.->>«?,,* them. am! u-allv I do u«»t 
van* vm m know, m»r do | .my skvp 

war.van* MU'! who Kli;,th<ih urn! l Ur 

<<>t man thu.Un, or 77a* h‘»#U.shmman's 
tw rx. m who tk* Mm tu Uu* Iron Mink 
via'i. ;\.i>sr >•! thr.a* ihiui'i trouble «U‘. Thm* 
m.o hr i’hi i* mi '< .,rrkf.*s 4 aiu r tiuth who an; com 
n'iimi about fhr mutUr. hut i am not of their 
utiuiik - ’f k* i«".t rvidrnrr on the Junius 
q»ir !).»») If'j.i , V» r it.ihli'Jt flu* t hum of Sir 
I’lui-p i'Vnr , .ihfimtrh tin* tr .timmiv in by 
I»CI SDr.ta ; * am beive, am! 1 believe Home mu* 
ha. i*'mvd a v > >S*!;u»* wlmSi demon .tratwi In* 
\'*m! th<* .!i abm ol a doubt that, of all men 
in tlit* urnId at that park nlar jmiml, FrunriH 
m tin* onh man wh<> eouhj not f«w,ihlv have 
wnft*-i» Juutm. ik Ilia! a:*s it iimv, ! havi* 


TiS»*hii4.m, «<l rhiLulrl|4mt : 

t.oMom Hds y'ofv, tH»is 

TM'" v;-; S*u, \firr .m tuo-ival km/ euuuith to 
ms mm. .Or oS.Uvimu, J -houid (to! take 
fit** !4 j, o*. ;>* »littr trjtir.i* S«v revivunj 

I hr nntmiuimt.- '.ah;)- f *.j ue, J.ot'l" m IVutwyS- 
v.miu d 1 did n »4 thmh that I hr. difort w«*uld be 
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final. Mr. George Morrow, of Pittsburgh, who 
will deliver you this letter, is disposed to treat 
with you for the purchase of the said lands, which, 
I suppose, cannot be sold by anybody but you, 
as they are held in trust for me, in your name! 
If he should not make you a proper offer, I then 
request that you will sell them to somebody else 
on any terms, which you think reasonable: and 
that you will invest the produce, in my name, in the 
American Bank Stock, in which I have at present 
121 shares, and that you will transmit to me the 
official receipt for the amount of Bank Stock so 
purchased. I also request that you, or some of 
your Posterity, will favour me with an answer to 
this letter, and tell me the result. I hope to be 
in titled to fill my next with assurances of my 
gratitude for the uncommon care which by that 
time, undoubtedly you will have +*Wn of my 
property. , J 

Yours, 

P. Francis. 

I should say that Sir Philip was amusing him¬ 
self with Mr. Tilghman. Like most English¬ 
men who “invest ” in property in "the States,” 
he seems to have supposed that he owned a 
bonanza, and that his innocent agent was 
derelict in duty because the enterprise was not 
a brilliant success. 







vm 

N OBODY can be very fond of Junius, but 
nobody can help being fond of Boswell. 
Of course, if it had not been for Boswell the 
fame of Samuel Johnson would long ago have 
faded into tradition. The typical, unapproach¬ 
able biographer earned his renown because he 
was persistently human. We are all of us 
ordinary, everyday beings, and when we en¬ 
counter others of our kind who have been in¬ 
spired to write we greet them as our fellows. 
Nothing appeals to us so much as a man of our 
own sort, with our weaknesses, our infirmities, 
and our limitations. When he describes the life 
of a great personage, and puts into his work 
his and our little meannesses and shortcom¬ 
ings, we hail him as a master. 

My Boswell letter was written to William 
Strahan, M. P., the famous publisher, and it 
has a Boswellian flavor. I feel like spelling 
that word “flavour,” because the “u” gives to 
it such an added dignity. I am sorry that we 
have dropped the superfluous “ u” from motives 
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of sordid economy, it lends a eerinm stateliness 
to language, and I would preserve it i! 1 could, 
regardless of expense. Hut let us get hack to 
the Laird of Auchinkvk; 

Met';--! j R-f. v t;/? , 

DRAH Slit,™l trouble vou usa tit ■ , i>, i,,-vd 
for Sir John Pringle. A dmvu ..| i'j juimsossA 
Journey very handsomely L.und how , •, »j,, ( 

of which he has probable ov.pt meed no I* 
a great Performance, and will ! v ,u mm}, 

I think, however, that 1 ...old u>-\ . or.?, •’}, 

which would improve a' ! pm { |J. 11,• | 

own hands a copy wuh . ie ! 

Sir Alexr. Pick. I ui.-.h van u..u!d h:*u In 
write more. Your fmn.iU w.... n « 

higher sphen-of action it t, mu i, < ui * S) i, * 
to embrace. lam jof/pm; .dm;,, v.u s en 5! ,, h j,» 

I am till I mv an oyeinr:, 

I am, dear So, 

Yo»r u,o .1 olc-.lt h*j> M-- • i, t 

J WU N } jr ‘A , 14,, 

I have some autograph mac*, <». ij i}i Seifer, 

by Heorge Hirkheck Util, who >A% d 

Johnson s jtiutwy h 1 tk >* L e-,?>■« n ] h,| . ,n 

published as earlv .«. Ft'. n t , 

2 \> '774. Johnson wwh* m }?,, 13 ■■ j y,,, 
stipulated twenty five ay).', p.j •„«,<$ yt < . !n 
your own name " On IV!. 1;;, J,- ea-.j - "f 
am sorry that 1 could art a*. 5 »,.,k , P.i to*, tia n*i 1 
in Scotland. Air, S*ndien has ,4 Fa pr< -d 

Oh, thrkr-stitt.h’M .1 s* hat <*;, 4 j,*.-. ,,.1.,, . 4 ,-,. 

“I 




















Meditation* of an Autograph Collector 

f<» send sue du.vn t., y,m." [j wan m»t however 
till .Nuu'intier, lyyn that Boswell received the 
‘ »\ then ottlv a do/en. Boswell had Wore 

■Ir-t.u! Its . ns ,htn » outnhute to the Imuk. . , ‘ 

The •■hie.hei "‘jduTi• of action" wltt. h Slrah.ui 
I. • amus must to I iuell w.i very likely the Buy 
It It har, tor whnh he had Ivytm to eat his due 
Hit. 1 jo uitctlv, tatted at it 

I pn~nmte that Hill means that Boswell failed 
tit the har, tint af the dinners. It is a delieiotudv 
hnoh-ih idea. that of vjiinlifyinp a titan to prac¬ 
tise law In teipiirmt* Imu to eat a eertatn number 
ol thaiieis. la»nl Stovvell said "a dinner lubri 
oates hii.ines;,” and Lord Si owe! I wan a wise 
titan, i *v ion letatitd'. us that 

■ ■ ■ Ml hum m hi .torv attests 

Thai hopi'inr-., tm mao, the lumen v timer? 
Sue e Lve ate apple., nuii h de|vuds on diutter. 

Still, l irned insist that the lawyer .should not 
Ik te.juued to eat bin way to the har, particularly 
thtomdi an lan'linh dinner. 

Alfei all tile .»• profound reflections, l come to 
iiiv Johnson letter. It is without any distinc¬ 
tion, evi ept that if in Samuel Johnson’s and 
it was wait ten to Sir Joshua Re,v tmldaV. sister. 
She was an unmarried lady, hut aeeordiug to 
the i u dotn of the day it was addressed to her 
as " Mrs. Reynolds " : 

»*5 
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DkaH MaUWI. ■ *»» Suuut; m< -a your 

table which caniM, ! fe..r. •|» fl l *U K*I ?=*■«. 

,[ you Gill, to <ltav tl»U ill', Wish use h M >!l C;U* 
pleasure * a ;ach 11 iei t«! - I *• ’:/ !•>'**'• Aianut 
you c.m come. I .> 01 . ntt-lim 

,i-sV* u>’».»*■ U, 

So.i J-uSVmA. 

04, ,\t, 

(Umrc'c lliiCheck IhU v.tv**. m tin, upon 
the letter: 

John^i '■ * S ‘ J ■ ■'*• 1 1 l*-'" 1 '• ,J 
oltlV* imuuriH’! -.r,i.-r p* •■ 1 Son 

itt IJ-H) ,unl ,,l tltc a.'.; • ol ' -4 > ■ vu.\ 

the matronly apjvi! O' li,- : ;->i ! -a • ■* 

IIU( n» h»-i '.tep4.i'<,;hv:, ho I*-"?- • • ' '*!• * i‘"’ 
term ty;u am! .?■ Mi - *'■ ','/■* !”'■ M '* 

Ixiin ni iis A-eb > '■ h ■ *4 

ttu, letter he h oi vu:tfv’.) > * \? h‘- a. ! ; " I 

ant verv si!, .i» ! (■* “■ '• ( ’’ "4; - w 

‘,U{»el'a<l»lr«i tht sy-'i! i ■' ■'/'»' , : f’ !'>'r l» 

atltUil .>t4ism!r ” < > >"««. -n, if \He 

h, lit I let’ll UtSV,*leU*’4 M ah a 

Oil Ik toller -O he 'A- ''*• A* Ml » T!r ' i'h>-,.p 

er.ilioii i« i,,' 1 . :■ ;«A re* 

lief flout ’.oJSie IV,Ml. ! .U!-! t f-■ ■ ’■ 4 *' 

No JolniMuniuisa v.-mM K- > ■ .lapse*.- w 4 hoot 
.something from f la u, h 14”’ a, '.'twHinn' 
Mr.*». Tlm4*\ who lived in S- , ami v. ho 

warn inehnc«! toward > ;■ >?: <• \ea o’ that 

advanced aw She va-w foS# Jam**. f Vd-iut , 
when ’.lit* w;»’< *-v*'Ssf» 5- m, ;u .»t!«-,«, Sam, .out 
lieauiilul ltau*ht*:‘i:;r: 

I *h 
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Mmduy Mm ml. IluVKii'a 

Huria,, 7 .In#. i#i$. 

M\ DHAR Slit JAMHS Ff'Xt.mVlvS, Will wish 
to hear how all mis, with his much agitated 
friend and lift troublesome Business; l think 
all cm is m mere Smoke at least tor the Pres¬ 
ent. The Antlenkma neither take nor htiy, hut 
were v Meant* ely civil at last ami invited me ton 

tomans Burner indeed, worthy of old Streatham | 

B.uk m its lv.,t Bays. <Sc ! tfayd tfu* Vmntmny .!; 

in mv mui House, aud the (ientleiuau who 
sale next me was an Admirer of our Bear Miss 
Bellow e-,, A an A* <|Uanitanee of yours. VVe eotdd 

not 1 think want tor Chat, ... I was sorry f. 

to bleak mill them, hut Mr. Auderdon wanted a 

11 ue when* he ,ottid make Improvements, A my 

j.ui'i e., io» , would have eoiir.ideied no Alteration 

or Imjti,wemeut. He wished to cut 'Frees, tSj 

thiow down some little Wait. iSt ent the Windows 

down. Why yottd < iraemu ii The pirls would 

• m my hi ad otf Burehaw did not mat him he 
said as a tsmjiorarv Besideur'e was all he re- 

• pim-d Sn I mu .t exert mv jtowel*! of patient 

eiiduinm e till next l.ondou Season, & then jiro- 
> l.nm an open sale A if the ladies are offended, 
who can help if' Merrill floare never called to 
a k if I was dead or alive, so to dav I set out on 
mv Way ha< k to Bath, where cvervltodv will ask 
me a hunt lluoitnp.ute, A 1 dial! have not hi up; to 
tell , . . 'Fhe Bunds do fall so straupelv and 

so ta ,t Should these KvpIatUel • of the Ptopheeies 
prove the wi .e nun we take them for, and shimid 
the iall **} the Jews lie at hand, their takinj; out 
such monstrous sums would break its up at once, 
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but the Turkish Empire must give way before that 
hour approaches and rapidly as the wheel does 
run down the hill, increasing in velocity every 
circle it makes. I can’t believe that things are 
coming so very forward, but that poor H. L. P. 
may by the mercy of God escape these scenes of 
Turbulence & Confusion. . . . 

Truly obliged, 

H. L. PlOZZI. 

John Keats, it is said, was “an idle fellow, 
always writing poetry,” but he did not, after 
all, produce many volumes. He must have 
been a charming person. “ The character and 
expression of his features would arrest even 
the casual passenger in the street.” His head 
was small in proportion to the breadth of his 
shoulders; his hair was of a golden-brown 
color, falling in natural ringlets. 1 “Every 
feature,” writes Leigh Hunt, “was at once 
strongly cut and delicately alive. His face 
was rather long than otherwise. The upper 
lip projected a little over the under, the chin 
was bold, the cheeks sunken, the eyes mellow 
and glowing, large, dark and sensitive. ’ ’ “ Like 
the hazel eyes,” says Severn, “of a wild gipsey 
maid in colour, set in the face of a young god.” 
Haydon says that his eyes had an inward 
Delphian look that was perfectly divine. Keats 
died of consumption, and the oft-told story that 

1 Lowell's " Essay on Keats." 
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he was killed by a famous review has long since 
been exploded. Byron did much to preserve 
the tradition by saying: 

Tis strange the mind, that very fiery particle. 

Should let itself be snuff'd out by an article. 

Keats, poet to the heart’s core, made a simple¬ 
ton of himself about Fanny Brawne; but as he 
died at twenty-six, much may be pardoned. 
I have a letter of his, unknown to Mr. Colvin 
or to Buxton Forman, editors of exceptional 
intelligence and pertinacity. The very name 
of the young women to whom it is addressed 
is absent from the index of either editor. It was 
written from Hempstead on June 4, 1818, to 
“Misses M. and S. Jeffrey,” of Teignmouth, 
from which place the poet had just returned. 
Concerning it, some one has written: “Con¬ 
sidering the activity of the maturing process 
which Keats had been undergoing during his 
sojourn in Devonshire, as shown by his pub¬ 
lished letters to Haydon, Reynolds, and Bailey, 
this letter is curiously boyish. The Misses 
Jeffrey had been Cynthias of the minute, and 
had touched none of the deeper chords. They 
had been agreeable companions at picnics— 
sisterly, as their mother had been motherly to 
the motherless poet” — and he writes accord¬ 
ingly: 
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Mr DEAR (itULS, i Will !).<l ph lend l.< Minty 
a list of excuses toi* ether t**r it**! h.*i im, wmi, n 
before — but must ai «‘».v i-.mit--.,, iiu- mdoLn,e 
of my disjKi.siiHHi. whiv h niaL • a l.-it, j ncic f>n 
midablc than a I’tl-.'nm.e',*- l ,on a i-. ! m .Mu , 
for the idea of net'kvl is an Ivveilo '.ins-.. Hr to a. I* 
which even now l have :.van e j**nei n. is s 
by the bye, talking ■*! Kvetla .inni Kt* .p a b .. { 
intend to make my Infinite bv them in . a e cl u 
war, (which you nut t. .<*t; .ojtt. t j i!%, ja,tv !.•; i !«, 
contraetim; with (im. tsimeut tor .as! <•> uii-rn!,, In 

the economy of one hioiu !i ct the hbu-nu. 

Oh! there's nothin", like a pm, h d .oo;t, , pi, 
jterhajts, a few tulle-. obic-i I*. ah a, phd..,., 
pher's dignity, mu h a . a up.- |.... h. ..j ,» to , 
that takes on a lease *4' *#* norm.-. • m a to'O.s’u 

lease.* . . , l unit om «a k u < tod, ..Lb, 

hut lawk! we batons yd .nr- tom, I u a-i m t 
house. Tom is taken lot u, >.to;.,r ), h ;; , : 

somewhat stunted, aiu token I... luVa ; We 
lounge on the walk Cpco Mr. a, v>St s,r ,!j? 01 the 
Den. 1 hope the hue m.icj >a • i 1 . p oc 

mother's .spirit,. ,-tu u.; t, „ d n. ! v . m Si 
downheatteii, \u v.n*n..u o«..,b» to usto 

the world, for thev tu tv n«t too n >b tot.to. to! 
shame, Xmv, a man ui\ < t-„o Os. hnu^ 

hole.however, tin - r» o 5 ..!,- to a sto, . /j 

like to play upon a p;pr, Mim,, te -m a pan toms 
anil intend to !«■ at us; f .,r. u : >. ; • c; , j,, 

my next bo..!. ib p., d \| 

r«siRH-lx and mine i.t u.m \toto, >. , u 'l ,<m 
Loves to yon, \ >>m u - v s, ■ n ' 

.*‘4!% hi: 

1 Ftri.t ttrittfiy 1 
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The young dreamer opened the nineteenth 
century with a brilliant flash of real poetic 
flame. The eighteenth century passed away 
with the life of William Cowper. His name, 
which he called “Cooper,” is kept alive as 
a name, but I will liberally reward any one 
who can prove to me that, prior to the offer 
of the reward, he had read The Task entirely 
through. John Gilpin may possibly boast 
some readers even at this day. When I was a 
boy and had but few books I labored through 
his Homer, and, looking back, I marvel at my 
own youthful courage. Cowper was so fearful 
of imitating Pope that he became “bald and 
prosaic,” and produced a translation cramped 
and halting. 1 I like his letter better than I do 
his verse: 

My DEAR JACK, —I am glad you can prevail 
with yourself now & then to stick a pen in your old 
claw and tell me you are in the land of the living. 
If your face and person are as little altered as your 
stile, you must needs be as well worth seeing as 
ever, and I heartily wish I could have ocular proof 
of it. Dick says you never could write or speak 
good English in your life, which is so true yt it 
were vain to denie it, but your language has al¬ 
ways been more entertaining than y* best English 
I ever met with. I shall be sorry to receive a letter 
from you in more elegant phrase than usual, and 


Leslie Stephen. 
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immediately eunchtde M !vm" t<*o ns; h st"h . 
ixised to write* ><*tir Si'. '.«•» ho,* m id.- hal, «. 
|H)U*y or your eU-rk of ,nm»- amft - h./ar, \i ta 
umamtensis, I met I *». I. lien-mi: ->u tied.- lYih 
yesterday. ho looked wdf A ua , us hi.,h mta. 
xo |H‘rtui|is ho ho-. ,swallowed the *.,*,»,h--t \,e . 4 
.sjieali of With ,>.«uoo>a M uius \!ad ah , «.-v 
is just lirous'ht to Ivd of .aimhe? * - ot, }j. } U m!y 
now consist* of ,■•»». m-d a . m.-ev 4 omim-i 
Ttu* Kiris are l<mh hh.-lv ?.■< -is-i t j } , tu , 

never mm y* U*v hm they s,»v th.s: e,!u, h is 
just Iiorn has a foot mm h fomyj tttan %.<u , ,4, 
ready, .*.0 he m hla-lv *.» K ,* -ay < r r , v | >MV , 
goimc toepeml .fot .t •!.)», .at to, ]' t*k 1, \ ■ 
ruptx will rm- ns- 3 ,-.i*.r. U •!! 1 j,a 1 ,4.,, lfV , 
enquires after von. whan he h, ,>.n oj«; ..a, 
and so does mnv W;il v.*-•• I !,;•.<•„<, j'h.-, 

whimsical fellow ot tin \ %>-*jid * do a 
Farewell, old b»v’ ,.h,dl 1 .,«y },*!,?», 

jHfjiimt from nadir v*>m ».u * . m ,{ 

your left foot .-.huktitq m/a, j, 

—v«m date vour l»-Mc* V ' *i 4 t >-i \J a., y.-h-t m , 
tending to |vr- unde it \ 1 ■ 5 -J ,, e,,.-, (ha > t 

I may fan ’,*1 h« mala* a t*-4 of om • h - q 

to yourself, tor I h m- a ..q, a Ui 

you. Yl*;., ti,ar J,, «,v!a '.l , 4 ! 

wrdi 0} ,1 Si.e- s a y. ,j ( 

TKMl'I.fh U '.) loa.-h.;. 

J«M u. » 7 :t>i 

There are lertam Ivi-.jh'h j..*-!,. who asses' 
their title to fame without 
reasons, and nmnne ?h»* trr-u* : , wh-. i| 3iU .i 

tlieinselves into the yallerv - <• do- «! * .n,- Ais h 

t-h* 
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jHuple as Robert niuomfteld and John Clare. 
Clan*, who died in t.Nhj, at the age of seventy- 
oue, waited his time largely in scribbling; his 
parents became paupers, and he himself was 
t'omjK'lled tn appH for relief to the parish. 

My study of Clare lent Is me to the belief that 
he was capable only of a very mild effusion of 
jMiesy, t do not know whether if is worth while 
to reproduce mv manuscript poem of hls—but 
1 will try two or three statists at. all events: 

Sur.i 1 oi>* SmuNc. 

O iur that iwtvi, untroubled rest 
That jKH'ts oft have sung, 

The babe upon if-; mother’?; breast, 

The hud Upon its young, 

The heart a-jeep, without a pain, 

When /.hail I know that sleep again. 

t Ion* the Yuvtl., atone; the ten, 

More sweet tlun garden flowers, 

Freedom haunt", the humble glen, 

That blest in v happie.t hours, 

Hire pn mu . injure health ft me 
t love ?avert freedom iSt the free. 

Thru toll It'4'lf Was even pi,iv 
’Two?, pleasure eVti to weep, 

*Tw.r; j>iv to think of dream:, by day. 

The beautiful! of sleep. 

Win n shat! I .see the wood ft plain 
ft iheam thou- floppy dreams again. 

To M.urv tJowiif, 

\un rimti'iiw, 111, iHrll* 


.1 
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1 ant at a J«*f>* *nH • t <•. ■' -*-• ■*- i\wi 

»»rt oniUI vu-i i«* .m/ia,-,' a .. ■» h- j-viv 

cajnMv. Th<‘ j*m* '■ ■ ■' .-ulna:', 

country a,,.:m m. ;■ Mi. 

Thw h a «i*a! * i' Hot,.- . K > S , V! | 

two »U'.!.o, •'! sh>- if m ■•■>,: I Li ? 1 Sr 

ami Utahan} K*Mh U • - -: i-, *. <-.r.n 

the H.m. -p -.mi ,'niii. 

in lum'wa |<rmha’. > i«/ H me .. nM Ml 

IW t'ahseriea v*. M* i< ■ 1 r ,-■< h.-rs 

dour lot Maa JvHia .-;o- 

Or.. : 

Sia. I ?»• ■ ! <- re ’ ‘ . 1 is -s;s 

lit,- ?' ocj/'ia l ' ' 1 -• >■• • ' , ’ ' • • ' In 

thu<U v<e •o-- . vo.v 

ill!,’ 1 ■ '>■■■ , , 

’.»! ,OS ct '! ' t- 

,M. 5 ih- U«e 1 t. > 3 . " -, , ■ - ' . 

II* }V%'t. th-'l - ‘ : , • i ■ 

Iff the ' '<? »• I.i , , , . }*., ( 

t>*« 'I-',! - *.■■■ f i' ( | 

t * Mr: ■ - ’< ■ ' i ■ tl< , , jjg 

,va}»>:-< Vn.-ts ... a.,, 

eh'- m* M • r .0 "».■ I 

hr < urv - 1 ■.', ■■■ ■ : . ., •• . ■ ■■' ' ■ - - * ; 

Tha■. >■; tv. - ‘ • ' . ; >. 

\i * s. ?. ■’ - . 1 • ■ ■ ■» 

111 i»% aim lilfl.IWi 

M r. 5a Jin”'. . I 1 • ; ' a 

that hi- a a , -I i , • ; . ,, t | j.. h.r-. 
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been absent s<» l<»mc that hi* seems almost one 
of the immortal dead, ami l may a^aitt violate 
mv rule, '.Nearly a generation has passed 
•ani-e hi*; star rose suddenly out of the West, 
thifoiluiiatelr, his vets; was not deep, and he 
soon e.vh,nested it, while Kipling is able to 
open new mines in new direetions, and aban¬ 
dons the old lodes without a moment’s hesitation. 
B;.-t l latte's ftr t ICastem publisher was ottr 
old friend Carfeiun, anti most of us remember 
that lit a edition «.f' the XtuH'l.K, with 

hat let* ut eabuhstie siyu on the title ■ payo. 

i ante the flntthm Vhimr and the Lut'k 
uf ('amp, and the star hla/.ed all 

over the* tinnamerit. \buut (hat time llarte 
evidently iu-yau to think that he hud outyrown 
Cat let on and the queer symbol, and even New 
\\nk, then hut a wav station on the Grand 
Tnmk Railway, whieb hud its terminus in the 
modern Athens, on the shores of Hark Hay. 
He hastened to 's*ek the snored shrine there es¬ 
tablished in the domains of James If. Osgood & 
Co,, and this is one of his letters to them: 

K\u Fu.msseo, ,7 an nf, ‘?t. 

GRv n.UMFV I’rav aeeept mv thaulm for the 
tln/cit )u<' ii'iit.itron t opre.t of the /’news as well 
-,i , tor tiu-u neat and tasteful appeur.ime, If 
out * ut obtain from Carleton T/w Cmdtmml 
Xmrls l*v anofhm attempt, I should In* Kmttfied 

*•*.» 
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to ha Vi* my work-. !•<-.,c>;}ut, m \-'K: U ■ K\,tV,- 

ton mitfht U* nude to un u-: ■ •>>♦! -.U 
neither jHMiu-v tin;' *.) ■inr, o v> !: , ■ y,,. re , 

production ot ih-;! m--;i t>.~ ,•>. ; .., 

not written s.» r.v, »■>*> Mi'.. • ,, 

tin* no. of i nr*c-i hr *, , 

To hai.miv ,m unb <ba i * ul : r- -- ; 
Bunk hero, alt h»*t 3*> ..* ■>!' ;m e < 
totfiveadrul't ssj*><n wo *> .. ; , ", , v , ;i) , M 

BtiUars lyolt)) at '.m>y -.\h; ;?.!,• , . ,«. lV ... 

m«‘ "'*■ <»f the /,«»*£ .*J;U V, K I f • 

duly honor. it m*. unonc 
leaving; tmsv on hi ,d*j tit,- „v i ! ... ,, 

if you viu* .'tHitot :•» ui,r.*;■, \ ,y 

can arrange for >1 . t« j.-ihb. .,*•., 

Xrf\ iiiik * . 

II , , : < v - > - 

In vuthtuf flit* t a?»e t *u \' *,**i*^^ , * *, ,* a, 

sfroKity," flarto evidently a jv,•<,-,{ r y. 

of the bimlmy ami pro »: a.al I a 
was excellent and tar -atjvnm, »*,-■ 

Thackeray's mon* rlahnj.jt,-rif,-;} a,,. J)>H< 

ftyhi, \\i* Uf.cil (it tu’iili *s« )!>,. , ij,. *C,f* 

turlebrn vv»ct att euei*.**-tn* ami , :■ - ■ j.id< 

iinhei, hut uheu I 1 ! **!. at aa. , > \■,, ».■ t ■; a 

edition t>f 11to A or* /y } am ; .a *} ■ ■ > .y ,j {, , taa! 

fault with HasteT . •,* r , : , :t ; , 

it most unattrm tin* ']»■ um • • . t a j>;,d 

\\V stray ti-tv f.u has ! la-, a- . t , ; 4 H ; Ui.a 

when vu* turn to thr h-ty-i ,.f 

> .-<i 
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Weems, hy {urns parson, violin - player, tem¬ 
perance lecturer, and book-a,t>vnt for Matthew 
Ouvv; immortal in the annals of America as 
iht‘ mveni*'! ot the famous .story of <leor^e 
VV.t .htit".t | »n. the hatchet, and the cherry-tree. 
\}H*. hr\ jihal as aie his anecdotes, his books 
an undeniably fnneinatm;*;, and his 1 Vnshtng- 
h'tt m said to be the ’* most popular biography 
of that yeueral in existence.*' eleven editions 
Umi-; published between ifion and t8i i. His 
Mutton ci •« nicely less amusing and euter- 
iamtm';. ami no one can ever forpet the tale 
of Marion, the British ofticer, and the sweet 
pot. i toe The par-ton writes in a la rye. eigh¬ 
teenth rentm v hand to his friend Co,\e, of Bur 
IneOott, \eu Jet.icy: 

K*»i Corn boy. Vmt.AUX nth tb. 

ha Sun Ipreeablv to promise l called on Mr. 
V! ' .on, the J'an t.iver on wood. Be twatmud the 
apple ; ami ,ai\ -i thev will cunt 4 doll t. apiece, 
Bat that t-, nothme The mcalculahle utthty of 
votir !mu|» hath a-t a Mirncr copy ol comforts to 
om Saimhe. and an Antidote aipmi ’4 the ear.sen 
of all * 1 * dtovHitt whe.kv, will, l am {tei'snaded, 
so toil*,s’ Ml tJis- Southern State;, m it-. Poor m 
abimd.uiilv to lejiav v*»n tor all yr trouble h vs- 
\otir subject is a mo-4 sweet & I’niyranf 
“tte t juav ton ync all diligence t*> etuliellish 
it. to the hudn-.t 1 trust you will make it, as 
Solomon .-•tava, like apples of paid 111 pictures of 

1,7 
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silver. In 8 or 10 weeks I count on seeing you. 
Shall be coming for my carriage to your towns¬ 
man Mr. Antrim. Will you do me the great favor 
to desire him to begin it immediately. A word 
from you would go a great way towards improving 
its value both as to materials & workmanship. 

As to yr book which I have much at heart, you 
will have seen Dr. Anderson of New York by the 
time I next visit Burlington. Much of the indi¬ 
vidual gain & public good as to this book will de¬ 
pend on the exquisiteness of the Fruits—on paper. 
With the best wishes in the world for yourself & 
family, I remain yours, M . L. WEEMS. 

The parson's credit must have been at a low 
ebb, for after all this parade about his “car¬ 
riage” we find, at the foot of the letter, in the 
handwriting of the venerable publisher, these 
words: " I am answerable for the amt. of the 
carriage. M. Carey.” 

We will not undertake to discuss the question 
whether George Washington was a greater 
man than Benjamin Franklin, because after 
we decide it the world will not be much the 
wiser. They were both essential to our success 
in achieving independence. Franklin writes 
to Dr. Samuel Johnson, the first president of 
King’s College, an institution now popularly 
known as “Columbia College,” and justly 
eminent in the list of our universities: 
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Si W, T.mlosed 1 return your Xmik'd as you 
de-ured,thai you mav add or alter what you think fit 
lii huv it id h“. to the Press, its which l should in* ylntl 
you wotiU he as sj«*edy as conveniently you can, 
Stn.e null Wav to us is at present block'd up 
by the S;>tca4m>; tit the Small Pas. aimmu; us, 
whu h id v.ni do not incline to ntoeulate) may lie a 
pel js tual Mar to yt.ur settlm}' here, as we have it 
ewu } or > \» -u we must endeavor to make our- 
■.. he 1 V a*ii»i, hvohtamuu* asunuhofyour Advtee 
Its Mr .H! at a IV taine, The Trustees have put 
it "U '*).*, a . 1 lust tiiov'd the I’aif'lish Hducation 
kcie, !■ < ■!*•■ i• h out the idea of the f'aiplish School; 
for wh;. h 1 .mi indeed verv unlit, havmy neither 
keen rdu> ►tied inv .elf teveept as a Tradesman) 
nor e'.ri * «n -1 m‘d iii educatin'', others, However, 
I hue non.' imvlhiuy toward”! it. width 1 now 
, n. h> c !• < »»..a and bet; \oit would either amend it, 
or fult-eh ye* haps will t«e easier io dot jpve us a 
Comje.ai S' heme ol vnut own 1 suppose the Ho vs 
III lie H, hoi.J to eeueiatlv liefween JS years 
til V . and Id, and that alter thev leave it they 
mav kale time to leant Mrivhaiuh/tuu, Husbandry, 

• >r aiiv othej 1 'lolestion (that duet not need tlie 
t.-munl hanoiiato-d hv ft Inch they are to he sup 
poll"! thin' Pile If they have Estates already 
ptut idnl io* them, they may continue 1<tuner, and 
ui da* a Lotbci Piu»trr.vi m Philosophy, vW, Mr. 
Id.at* t • eisi Mi Peter-, .are lioth well and desire 
n hv a \ 1 lo he J emvtulrred to votl f have thotluhV 
of talany, a Ride to Kh/alu th Town to see the Sen 

• Ionian am foumiMitl 1 am with pleat Rrnpivt, 

So. \ ..nr tthliyed hum seivant 

#»«•» J€ tlln P f* It \NKhl\ 
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It seems strange that so practical a person as 
the author of Poor Rklnm! should ornament 
his signature by the addition of a flourish 
beneath it. Somehow it leads one to believe 
that there was a little spice of vanitv in Frank¬ 
lin's composition. Fortunately, tin- flourish has 
ceased to be customary. It may have been w tfh 
Franklin only a part of the formality which 
characterized letters before the da vs of steam? 
raphers and the type writing mat bine. 


IX 


I N a moment of incautious reliance on mem¬ 
ory, I made a mistake of fact about Gen¬ 
eral Scott’s famous “hasty plate of soup” 
letter, 1 and my conclusion was erroneous, as 
conclusions usually are which are based upon 
false premises. It shows that Davy Crockett’s 
rule, amended so as to read “Be sure of your 
facts, then go ahead,” is a good one to follow. 

The letter which aroused so much merriment 
was written long before the campaign of 1852. 
Scott, then the general - in - chief of the army, 
was clamoring to be sent to the front in Mexico, 
but Marcy, the Secretary of War, was reluctant 
to afford to a Whig general the opportunity to 
make a military reputation which might carry 
the possessor into the White House. There was 
a spicy correspondence, and in answering one 
of Marcy’s letters the general began thus: 

Sir,—Y our letter of this date, received about 
six o’clock P.M. as I sat down to take a hasty plate 
of soup, demands a prompt reply. 


1 Ante, p. 19. 
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My inference that it was a common and jjtvu.se 
mode of expression of Scott is therefore unfound¬ 
ed, for my own letter is of much later date; 
but the pleasant use he made of a form of sjveeh 
which had brought ridicule upon him shows 
a humorous appreciation of the matter whieh 
is quite refreshing. After all, mv timdakc is 
not of much importance, exeept to me, for 1 
always feel sure that 1 never make a blunder 
—until i am caught at it. 

It is a pity that there are so mimv men who 
have no "fads,” When I say "fad-.," 1 wish 
to record my earnest disapproval of the dic¬ 
tionary definition of that word, which j.; “A 
trivial fancy adopted and pursued for a time 
with irrational zeal; a matter of no mipmlanre, 
or an important matter imjvtfeetly imder.-dood, 
taken up and ur^ed with mote zeal than r.en ie; 

... a temjKtrary hobby," That is the iVnfm y; 
perhaps some of the others may u<*t be a . om- 
neons. 1 confess that I have a shone unhpalhv 
to these mneh-advertised dklionatiei who tell 
us how many more words they have m them 
than any other dictionary. There ate ?<>,♦ 
many words to worry us a,**, it and | fuior 
the dictionary which will cut down the nuntiier 
— Stormonth, for example, who ignore.., " j,<d ’’ 
completely, hid hej»m*H too Jar in that nMawe. 
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t do uni know what Webster would say about 
it, for 1 have never owned a Webster, Colonel 
Dan Van Huron used to say that Webster was 
not an authority at all, and that he always 
thmu* Id lb. Parkmau was justified in murder- 
mi*: him, fie uIumiI to retraet on heiriy as¬ 
sured by a simple minded auditor that it was 
not the *unu' Welt;,ter, and that it was Park- 
man nbo was murdered, The trial of Profess¬ 
or Webster IS a tasematinj' tale of horror. 
Heoie.e t Ib*lt some vears ayn yave in one of 
the maya/inr - a very yraphie abstract of it, 
wlrnh will be,nr readim;; several times. Hut 
I am uaod.amy 1 ua ■ moddntmy about fads, 
and she as so. iaiio;t <<i idea . carried me away, 
i ap}«al inttu the levicoyrapher's judgment 
to what our old j sole-., nr ol mental and moral 
philosophy teed to t all "the unanimous tes¬ 
timony -4 !}»«• uuji’iveiled cims* ieme of man¬ 
kind,'* TSse hid is the ;avt»y ymee of mot! 
era life, ktepiny ir. cheerful and ledeemtn-e m, 
from •o»dnl manitv. When 'fatlevraiid h4d the 
whi-»!<*s: man about the sat! old aye he wan 
preparmy for himself, he merely conveyed the 
tliouyht that without smiir harmless occupa¬ 
tion, enyayiny the attention and diverting the 
mind fjom the leiudar, daih toils of life, man 
is bn! a melancholy tliiny to eontemplate. I 
Mel of sympathy with that tmaecomd- 
t.U 


nave a 
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able individual who '* plays Hit- races," although 
I own that I do not know exactly uhaf ihat 
means. I resort the accomplished person v. ho 
knows all about etchings, Oh* enthusiast who 
gathers tea-jars, and the gleaner of .shabby 
old tapestries, i can understand bow a rational 
human being may Iteenme adds* ied to roll 
after reading Suiphen's stories, Conceive the 
golfers wrath when he is told that he t*< devot¬ 
ing himself to "a trivial fancy,” and all the test 
of it. The golf man, however, is invited to hm 
nefarious exertions largely hv the exuviation 
of seeing his noble patronyms* tevordrd m the 
newspaiK'rs, as, for example, tin* fourteenth 
in the autumn hamlieap, or a;; .juahhum toj 
the second round in the matt h tor tin* Maid 
leyrol Cup. In this rented lie ihti'erdh tn4 
from most of his fellow - Iteinps, w ho m # art } 
the publication of their names in the daily jour 
rials, whether on the sporting page or in flu* 
“society notes." as delightful bene,, idfoutmg 
much interest ami enjoyment to what JV idcnt 
Zachary Taylor called "a!! the urn Id ami the 
rest of mankind." The anfnetaph rolSedor, 
the real collector, rises snjtcrior to .me}, |,4h*. 
It is of no earthly cnnseipience to him whether 
or not his name is in the gu/efte, «iehth or 
wrongly apdlti!. 'l l,.* fleeting fame of a new-,. 
paper notoriety is to him a matter of no moment, 
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Ik* knows that tin* average mrrehant, broker, 
or clerk, who toils industriously through his 
mornimi paj<vr as ho Hashes down town on 
thi* ht;hfnmt* (rains of (ho *' klevated" or lhe 
swift daitins' vehicles of the " Metropolitan," 
would not know what kind of a curio the collec¬ 
tor was if he saw htm, ami could with tlilliculty 
be made to comprehend what the collector was 
lur-v about d he should he beguiled into read¬ 
mit anvthiue; on the subject. If over half the 
j»a<‘,e should eleam the ted headline, “An Ate 
t«no.)pii Collector linds a Shakesjieare letter!" 
he would turn bom it with calm indifference 
and t ontempt. to demur with keen relish the 
tit le, ‘.tide descriptions of polo games and pri/.e* 
fight • or thi* e.vpiiMte repotts <4 the stuck 
market 

When the uievjteif attempts to give mfor- 
mation about an! * seraphs, the result is always 
amusing ami om asiuuallv e\ux|K*rutiug. I re¬ 
call one j»er:on who snmt! years ayo, in the 
pa;n*. oi an otherwise re;.}K*etatde monthly, 
exhibited htmsel! as a lolleilor Heaveii save 
the maik* and deliberately exposed Ins grossly 
unpn4t*s.ioiial comluct hv openly confessing 
itot otilv that he wrote to men asking h*r their 
autographs, hut that he avluuUy mvuMulutt’ti 
M0tnturr,‘>, Compare bun with the eminent 
flu douian who i at ties his feeling against mere 

h« 
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Vou may rail ii a hubby, if you please, but 
I shall continue to assert that my pet pursuit is 

A joy forever. 

It-, lon-lme-i-i mereaue.s: it wilt never 
IV*,-, into uuthmi'ue.e 

1 like that word hubby, 'there i.s a solid 
strength about it. I am not fond of the man 
who i-i Without one. Not Ion*' apu the president 
of one "t the yosdent hook eluhs in the world 
turned !u i cleat' and comprehensive mind away 
from Jupauea* at! and Whistler lorn' enough 
t« toil me what tite late William Maxwell ICvarts 
otti e said of 1 i.tvtd Uudlev Field, before one 
of those t!!(•,,ijiie enmsmtlees of the Legislature 
whn h ui tonnes veai.i t*,a\e jierpetua! andienee 
to those uh»» wanted am! to those who did not 
want a t, iv s! { ode The l Vie, as everybody 
know ,, wa i the tad oj Field. *’ l am reminded,” 
■aid Mr, Ivvart ., "that once a kind!v person, 
visitmt; a lunatic a alum, observed one of the 
inmates astride a wooden structure, imitatimt 
a rider upon hi., deed Thinking Hud he miyld 
please the patieui, he .aid, ‘That is a tine hurst* 
vou have there ' 'Hie rider answered, with 
'•uii'ii,' Horae* fu»\t ' This isn’t a horse; it’s a 
hohhv.’ Well,* caul the visitor, 'what is the 
dtflereuee?’ ' Ihlfmntee!' said the alleged luna¬ 
tic, 'all the diltesence in the world Vou tan 
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get of! a fior.se, hut you ran never get of! a 
hobby.’” 

Field never got off fits hobby; and the presi¬ 
dent and I will never get off of our: , I am eertain. 
I have my doubts about the Keats tale not 
about the president\s, for that is unimj swim hie, 
I do not believe that any poet would sit dmvn 
by the side of a physician- even Olivei Wendell 
Holmes, 8. Weir Mitchell, or John Allan Wyeth 
—and say to himself. *' I think l will urge 
ICndymion. I low is this for a first line?” 1 
am always sceptical concerning m**4 ««l the,e 
stories, usually fabricated hv some imaginative 
and irresixmsihle inventor, and hv hequent 
repetition they Iwconte histurv. The "good 
story ” commonly kdongs among the ape. »\ 
plui, and the (ten tnn-nlo return k e> eon.sidei 
ably overworked. 

Whenever a witty great man dm*. all the 
smart sayings of the century ate ntitihuted 
to him. When ICvarta dosed hi . h*w ,md 
honorable career, it made me sad to m* 
of the stock anecdotes »f antiquity revived and 
furbished up for the occasion, ffe aid 
many good things which were hi. own that 
it is cruel to place ancient quip* t»» the credit 
of the departed statesman. Then* ought to 
be a clearing-house for these thuigg and an 
appropriate distribution of them, so an to avoid 
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ronfn am! prevent the wayfahiitf reporter 
than i.tNlftura' the same story u|«m several 
dhttnymshed {h*js*«[uu;i‘S ii* rapid succession. 
Joke. onyhl to 1 m* mastered, so as not to be 

tin.. terahk* to Sterner, 

Them is otn* anecdote of Mr. Kvurts which 
1 have never seen in print and which l have 
re.ieosi to think is true. On one of his later 
huthday ammemaries Senator Hoar wrote to 
Jam and »nnyiatuluted him upon his length 
of In Jus replv, the a tied lawyer said — 

I i.'Uiiiot, oj com ,.c, quote his exact w ords - 
ihat tie leinmded hmi .elf of an old lady in .New 
Knylund who had uiiNim to write to a friend 
about -.I'ine matte! o| tidlinp importance, anti 
when 'he had i cm bed the end ot the thirteenth 
pave, uunkiuy to the fait that she hat! I teen 



If e. a i mnt’.ioa belief that the rit h matt, with 
In*, na/e UUtv.rht' ooirt to hr- ayent to buy this 
or that unique ant! rxltuordiunty ihtum catmot 
feet the j»*v of povieriiou m keen I v as does the 
intjH*> union’. enihu>iur4 who knows thitt he » 
cxiravayant when he mduhms his paa ion even 
to a mode *4 extent, A famous stiver-million' 
aiie on* e -.at*! that he never realized what it was 
to he rii h nntd he fonml that he did not care 
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whether he won or lost at cards, i think I 
should like to be conscious some time tit the 
sensation of not caring how much I paid for 
a manuscript. My wife says - hut 1 am in 
dined, on reflection, to suppress her remarks, 
as I sttppress my comments on Japanese 
curios. 

The rich man, however, in mv judgment, 
gets more enjoyment from his purchases than 
we paupers are disposed to concede to him. 
We all of us know men of ample means who 
derive the greatest pleasure from their collet - 
tions, whether of books or of autogiuph.v 

But who can describe adequately the exalta 
tion of spirit with which a true collector e\ 
pands when he acquires by gdt, or dm-* tlv 
from the writer, a really good autographic 
treasure! These emotions are almost too >,a 
cred to he chronicled. 

I have read all my life about the oppi osmosis 
of the publisher, ami it is almost a surprise to 
find that he can he a merry fellow, idle* all. 

It is a consecrated tradition among authors 
that publishers are to be ridiculed and tevded. 
The wielders of the pen are always complain¬ 
ing about the man who fakes all the Imam ml 
chances, and who seldom becomes very wealthy. 

I erhaps it was because he was a good companion 
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that James UaUanlyne failed itt business. He 
make: t*u* dissent hem the timed turn ired per¬ 
version, " New Hnrubhas was a publisher." 
1 d»» not eare (S’ f.eekhart dues demnmee him 
as the cause »»f Sir Walter Sends {tmtuinry 
troubles ’ Sir Waller wrote of him: 

I hem t.ir tried sutYerim* from James 

Bullaun ue i owe U to him to ,;.uy that hb 
♦hits. ulitr . ,e well as he. advantages are tittim: 

to me. 

I Lillaut via- writes ti> John Johnstone, the 
itch a. as follow .: 

\:>,4 „i *, mi thud. t>» Sa-ejt u»* not o' \our party, 
tiiv tl.iulie ■' \.i. its i*j' i! bum; Mr J"lm 4><tn* 
hen*. /!•; 1 III bun *1me upon -ome hmlh l want 
to tell turn how lie delighted me lot imjit alld l 
eutddua tuieie if \e dsuiu Set* h him ” Sneh b 
the ujimtjfoii'K, Hi- a oi mv r;o««l mother amt no 
tmi'.! it he with sour hoiiotu' I,nr 1 h\u e take 
end devil bii.'ti ihn tlav' What t; l>« he it»lti' With 
it • t have alt mv * avail v ready ami if it Hears 
am thim: dewuilv hv two oi halt p.mt two, i will 
♦ all ha amt will take a mumt till hah past .} 

'{’til two I am r\pe- lalh «l leaped With old if let III, 
the H.ad, who i . Sirir lot a da\ on hi > road t*«,\*>he 

•Hi... • *.!•.». V«v.(«-e. Poo; Mil IIIMI, «H.t iieaus Pol ti 
In l.i lap >0(4 i,■,)».’<! 1,1 HeodtK* Mar-.laltSol* 

n on tin Unit Itirv ww 

S-PItfb SS..M P-i- »*or» »i>. wi!r-U I" Mow Hi’* iUt!M 
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sftel. I dare say he will dine wait it.;. ,m<i ! hope 
you will like it. Will fall at hall' p - i hti<, , ( t all 
events. 

Thine 

J, IMu.wnNi: 

Van never played ltetter, seldom as well a ; Sa d 
night. Oeh! it was tremendously great’" 

Yet the Fame of this adnr whose peiiomum* e 
was “ tremendously great ” rests today w:sh 
only the antiquarian of the stage, 

The literary eharaeter and the Im-tan life 
have changed radically in riven t years. It. 
read Mr. Itowells’s delightful moot hi 
younger days in Heston and in t amlmd-y. 
and of the colonies of writers these tlosusdene 
in the late sixties ami earh sevenPes, lotto- ( 
the melancholy reliediott that nidi e<,adatom, 
appear to he no longer jtmsihle, 1 met a , ]<•! g V 
man at dinner a few days asps who r.atd that 
Howells‘s hook was "a stupid pe?formats e " 
He uttered ati unconsciously seven* irdm.-m 
UfH>n himself; but the!) he is of th,u dav* ,.j 
lieople who obtain distinction. ot thu-k thee do, 
by Inslonging to the minority. ft is a ,Sir,ip 
sort of glory. 

In thinking of this transformation, ! have to 
my mind a charming old gentleman wl»> w son- 
in what may be called the '* Hudson Hi*, n j ti !e " 

I wish I had one of his letters, f have wan fa d 
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the catalogues fur >ears in the vain hope that 
one would make u.s welcome appearance. He 
was a tvfiaed and gentle creature, a typical 
fee tor, and iti that jteriod when we were all 
uintaling late,hah models he wrote, in a genial, 
tiiolTeunve, and some might .sav in a prolix 
and euphmsite fashion, his pleasant and in¬ 
nocuous tale.-, and essays, lie was distinctly 
*‘a man <4 lct*ei>.,“ Hr, Shelton wrote The 
t'j S! iUt>i!>it1‘ft the Rim\ and 
I V* / ii'lti y, and he was one of 

she hulwaik-. of Kntekethm-ker, that pioneer of 
\tites n an maea.dnes, He passed away years 
ay**, lias hi. flagrant mnuorv lives in the 
hen it . ><} the few who wen* fojjunnle enough 
to o,j.n she .weepies i of he; nature and the 
hroadue .*4 Id a ultme, lie, t vj*e has vanished, 
lake Use conventional law vei of the novel and 
she diania, and the family doctor. whose funeral 
"lation Hr 1 lelnmfh has pronounced, the old 
kr,ht«»mrd " man of letters“ has hrcutne a pari 
of the hie <4 the past 

Some men have strange hahits in the master 
of witting VVa?; it not llulfoti who never conn 
posed eviept m full court dress? Hit kens wan 
«nam>.|tnd of a wretched blue ink, and Irving 
was a* i nstomed to sctihhk* upon the hacks or 
unmed half sheets of old letters, If you will 
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go to the bookcase on the right and take down 
the third volume on the top shelf, you will find 
the manuscript of chapter viii., volume 5 , 
of the Life of Washington, mid you will see 
that it !ms been written entirely ujKm such 
scraps. In the same volume is a letter from 
George I). Morgan to William Cullen Itnuni, 
written from Simnyside at one o'clock m the 
morning of November jq. 1 X 50 , conveying the 
news of Irving's death. Mr. Morgan say,-.: 

Washington Irving is dead, lie ntmb m hr. 
room about 10 o'eloek feeling mole Ltig tud th.ui 
usual, and complaining o! pant m So.. m,U\ hm 
apparently not more unwell ili.m he 1 ? id lv»n f,.i 
months past. Just as he rent lud hr. loom. and 
while his niere was near him, lie ..uddcnlv Id! 
and in a moment was gone A pin a i.at «,r, 
s««m with him, lint no mortal aid ...old .and to 
bring him imek. I saw him within ,01 }i<*in tmtii 
the time he was taken, and In* seemed a ■ si m a 
jieaceful sleep. 

By the side of the sjtme volume in a small, neatly 
bound memorandum book, hearing the stamp 
on the inside of the cover, "Bur St IlonorC 
Lavallard. h Paris,” and it is fillet! with notes 
in the small, not always legible, handwriting of 
Washington Irving, It is gut t 'asv to decide 
exactly what the purpose of these notea was, 
but it has been suggested that thev mav lie 
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memoranda for u,sc in the prqwimlion of the 
Kuieketb*/ 1istwy. I loro arc some entries : 

Yonlo-t . .*i J.mken derived from Jonk heer, 
« e.eutiem.m The upjteltahnn >,pven to 

fhehetro! .« Hun h family, Yonkers omst tinted 
n port ton of ihe went manor of Phtlipsbmi'h uttlil 
m r;;n the e .no.* wo.-. iontin ,»ted X eomeyed to 
the !*et.j.Je of the Stole of X. V, In r/.HH it was 
envif .! tide t s.-p,irate township , , , The 

X.'P eon S , v Mill hhver fries hom two {H ivunial 
sjeoi'* , m she tJtr.om of the t'hu]»|ui|n,t frill-; To 
tins maw the Indians tr,«i to ottersaerthres, "the 
j»etpet-inv Of IS-, motion tv pitvme, to them the 
rtetn.'H ot * I»-4 " t<,»u h In the X West owner ot 
the town i . the t<>. !, \nia* ka m. or the spent stone 
vmet mir . * ailed ,Mv hk.tk.i-.km an.l Maeak.msui 
In the IVLe'A.ue ) mptiope Mrkhkakh.t an an* 
nth--, - • «|*p» r and " aklr.tn'* ,-.toue 't'ht.-i stone 
hi-, m a nook on she 4t*<re <»f the t huh.*Ill, at the 
foot ot a -.hep hank on en d With iril.u , X hiurels 
<4 peili,ip-, hesn!i» kat Its name was sometimes 

r.uett to a nrudthauttf hrook 

1 Vi hap, the tremendous anti appallinp inilian 
manes mav not he yiven correct ly, and 1 ask 
imltilpenee ha them. 

The tanmil leader must lie fttt//lcd to tell 

whv all thin ah*ml Yonkers, Yonkers is a 
fbmstip, hitsv fiver-side town, whieh has 
*iot*te infetesf turause it »a the home of a jtoel 

known of all lovers of literature, who him tin* 
touch of I km Caultier and of inyoldshy Ifarhatti, 
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but with infinitely more of delicacy and re¬ 
finement; and it is also the abiding-place of 
the author of the House-Boat on the Styx. I 
do not think, however, that when Irving made 
these notes he was acquainted with William Al- 
1 ® Butler's Nothing to Wear or with Barnum's 
Parnassus, and Mr. Bangs had surely not then 
been born. I do not recall any mention of 
Yonkers in the Knickerbocker History, al¬ 
though there may be a casual reference. I am 
inclined to believe that my little book was a 
catch-all, without especial connection with any 
particular work. 

A most interesting, lovable figure in our 
history, this same historian of Knickerbocker 
fame—of whom we of New York must be forever 
proud. The wrath of some of our old Dutch 
families at his jocose and irreverent treatment 
of their ancestors was only amusing. Why, 
Irving gave them their patents of nobility! 
If it were not for him, where would be our Knick¬ 
erbocker aristocracy to-day? Not so many 
months ago I read an article by an excellent 
dame, in which she lamented that our early 
history had been defaced by Irving's burlesque, 
so that no one would take our colonial found¬ 
ers seriously intimating that no one reads 
“Knickerbocker” now, but that the sad effects 
remain; and contrasting us most unfavorablv 
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wiih ,\*‘u Copland m rv.H|*vi t«> otu toltmial 

mauds. 

*\»tf iv.nl’ Ihddtshvis mv vutfiiattlly 
up nvw ,\‘vw ICngtand! I vvuuld nut 

v\v!mm*,v a |«h«*‘ *4' u»r penial. jovial Hory for 
vuluniv*. *4 iIn* i**n«r 4 divan, and numotonnu.s 
amuls ui Hiir ftivrnh who killvd old women 
und jirfvtvntvd Chmdtuus ddlVriup with I hem 
in fbrolnpy. 

!lv via-; a ahnovd uh.u't wr, too, and find a 
f.ur v»tiii|.fvlu*M,‘;ii«u .4 jiuidua. ifv writf.s fr»au 
U a ,luiH>!r<n, «iu t’Vbm.u v ,'d, I.H11, to his 

inviid William }’, Van ,\Vvi; 

ttr -if.- U.Lm.j wait .iiiMrii t,, v »*tu* j. r) ,. t >vd 
ms-, in .at; Si a.-, p.uluul.ulv m \lhauv, whan* 
v..)i f.. hi- in 4 drla. ».d<lr .4 furmud and 

auitftt-.-.uu I writ vmu would In it, know „| ut 

V,, l u \ ,, ”" ! * t, iihnut. uh.lhvr i’„- 

and . | an- pout Mudidantamt uhrthvr hr 

i .1 !„• t.H hill tmdrr.t.mdmp wait Oh- t'im 
fMitUtr. Jm a inv pail, I ih.mk flu- (huh Jhal f 
hair all tait-'l to lii.tl dr-.uablr *• o| uund til 
with li I * ait ».ttilrmj4a(«‘ thto.r party It'iul'. without 
‘ artnt; two draw , whi» h ' idv tn-f*. f hr v.ot'4 at it 
mvoiti* «j .h h-nup that th«v m iv vni t a. ltidhrr a 
otiHii iiutlihiiia -V. to l.dtanv ut patriotiau and 
jam. tph, I vr *ni * a>«tii:!i l»*lho{ »<» u.iai and Mat** 
j« 4 tn. l.MMiiiisi. a m.-' thrv an* n»tr word*, i.fltaitli. 

” Ittsnn-v. htnip on tin* «mtt*i wall." tot thr r.dv 
hit* fo h.;hl hv ^ thr klt»<wmt*, Iradrt *, kiHph at thviti 
ill thru drnr ,f,,i L-tup ptlHrd hv mi. hjuiuird 1.4; t. 
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The great Gibbon had an odd fancy for uril¬ 
ing on the backs of playing-cards. Kvery little 
while I find one of his autographs thus inscribed. 
Mine is the "six of hearts” ami this is the 
writing: 

Bon [Kinr trot* cent Itvrr:. 
it Blondel, men valet tie chambre 
ftoo K CiHHt.N 

it 5 Deeembre. r7.Hu, 

Considering the way itt winch the illustrious 
author of the I Mint’ and Fail behaved towards 
I>oor Mile. deCurchod, he might well have chosen 
clubs rather than hearts as a medium of com¬ 
munication. 

f Authors generally seem to scons anything 
like a plain, readable handwriting, but Bayne 
Collier, who although amiable am! iududriou,; 
has never been acquitted uf the charge that he 
forged alleged old manuscripts in large quan¬ 
tities, appears to have had seme conscience 
about chirograph}', if we mav judge front a 
letter written when lie was more than ninetv 
years old. 1 le says; 

There were two bad men of the name .4 Warn 
wrtght it seems. One (he was trait ,j ..rteiii 1 onlv 
saw once at C. Lamb's: but I did not then know 
anything of his character and I only ju-,« »*-memhcr 
mm: my lather never liked him A how he not to 
Lambs I do not recollect, if indeed I ever hm-u 
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Itrf< 'ic u-u I’S.u ;<*.! mv handwritim-, you ouyht to 
lu*ti* u oicd f *’i tib* j* t 5 *' rut dtNjti.iv ut my infirmity. 
I ?<vl th.it im haudwmim; m ju'.t u iM »n Om turn! 
1 n .t il !-< wntf till mv u» vv;.|t,ijtfi- days) with worn 
.Ifjfiil -.wit!nr.. i and fwu n.sw l ran’fol on unity 
w|*t«£h htu l nt*uT mend ,t jM7i ' 1 

Jt >'«•»’* tnOiimvof ilu* jlwfijtK fhor;ulor of a 
imvoli.i' reputation that the .storms of Wilkie 
C"Hma .Imaltf tiovt Ik* m%dtvted. They were 
trooti ,-;t.hr hail a mastery of plot and a 
1 vlr uln. 1 i earned tun* alonq a;; jf a svv j| t 

nirmit tint feu tr.u! (hr Ktmir*. today. 
iVilup, fmn wmv too rontrmpojaiifotr!. foo 
(liasartrjt lit iif *liru ouu finn*, atu! did not 
, tSir iinlmioiii quality whirls yives 
la itin-,’ fame 

Tlh-tr an- tow Knsdi 'h ntnrh more enter- 
huiutu: shoo 7'hr U »,nutn tn IVhtff, Vo /Ynwe, 
and M,tt) ml,I Iti/e Those who rrmrnthrr 
Clara \Ur«Jam.-. Lews4, and Mn. < allied 
in thr d>auuti:rd wmtoii of M,m ,mtl Wifp 
will alnav . it-* hind of that hook, How pretty 
Fannv iKnrnpuit u;r,, and how eomual wan 
Hrorm* Haikr-i M flu* perfectly tittup? yar* 
merits), whose mrmoia has lout? siuey faded! 

Collin i widen of one of his stories: 

Mr. 1 .a. v ha-i nu ttfifonurd you on the ,'mhjeet 
of \n A a me i .ntteu-d tioiu a *euiv attack of 
dim-:.', diet finrlnir; (hr I took and heiuy mtahfe 

*}«) 


Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

to dramatist* it myself, i engayed Mr H«n fe 1 teinaid 
to make very hastily a dramatic wr.uon ,,f n„. 
.story purely with a view to protect n:v own uiten ,t 
in it so far a.s the stage was concerned, The i,t- 
xion thus produced was printed anti (toimalk) 
published under my lawyer's advice Hut it has 
never Iteen represented on the stage luvme 
.semM its purjiose in enabling me to reserve my 
own right to dramatise my own story when the 
opportunity offered, ... 

I do not care to enroll myself among the 
laudatm’s htnfHtrix atii, nor to tala* a plate 
anionir those who continually do ei v, " Hove 
much belter things used to he!*' Hut great 
piK'ts, great historians, great nmrlid.t ’ at 
least, great Cngiish • writing ones ate f«ettju 
in« scarce. Let any one try {.. male a Ikt „f 
living men who may justly he deccnlird as 
eminent in those fields of literature. Then- 

however, a "rnob of gentlemen who wide with 
ease." 








it*- 

T SHIRK is a :mi **f autograph to-order 

uIjuIi I rail tin* ntoek -modest, St in a 
suipn-ir to timl Hitch a jH*mmai;r an Lord Rme- 
ln*»v im!til*ms! in that drHrription of eotnjKtsh 
tjoa. flete v. tin- evidence of his weakness: 

t..*s 4 R*i .i !*<- ,* v {■f.-.i'iiii lit > * ompluncntn to 
Mi i (' t*m to-ttSd i.ithri out make lift <ul 

if ’t‘'ts ,ik*1 ban .*•!? t u!f* li\ hn*< a the 

.omu.;i.»ph <4 .lit lit, .|, 1 ioSii ,mt JWI .Mil 

J Sic. plnne m| Rum! Ro-.rbrn/ i; bv no means 
IIS plea .ant ;n" The hast Phase of Napoleon,” 
I" Hi iv tint into,' <4 the ulcmtd m it disparage¬ 
ment rthuli deceives noltttdv, tbete is tio ex- 
‘ it •' lot tk-nutmunliwi Mtv> 1‘. an "it," Ifc 
mav pi»ad that ’'it" mean.** ''her collection.” 
The pka e* uveanled. People send anttnpapfw 
to <>ifn<{ jH-MpSe, n«.t (<» "ittiSei ttoiin," Mon* 
•net, tin- pretence o) mu sendum an antoomph 
vvlnie ir.dlc :.endun? it h pneiiie, and if is not 
oriental, Kvetvlmtiy iemend*rr.'s how l forme 
Kteelev an-meted an application, xpnHerinfi, 
in h»s tuo.t ihmm let inttc and tt!ri;di!« band, 


Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

to the effect that he never, under any circum¬ 
stances, wrote an autograph for anybody. 
Lord Rosebery might have refrained from 
imitating an eccentric American editor, If 
may be pardoned, perlmps, to a meditating col ¬ 
lector to refer to the well -authenticated story 
that Greeley once wrote an angry letter dis¬ 
charging a printer, which that irnln idual used 
successfully for years as a recommendation. 

Thomas Wentworth Iligginsou write;. far 
more gracefully than the English nobleman. 
This is from the New England essayist: 

I have your note. If, a,*. somclmdv . 4 V s, ap 
plications for autographs are "a shadow ., r >t }, v 
success," 1 sttpjHise one can no more »-!<),-. I m there 
than one can quarrel with his shadow 

While those of us who are enamoured of the 
"standard’’ works of fiction are not apt to 
fall in love with the writers of the present tune, 
yet we cannot treat tightly the popularity o! 
tho.se tales whose many thousand copies are 
distribute! all over the world. After all, the 
last century has passer! into antiqmtv, and the 
Barries, the Caines, anrl the Crockett a have 
succeeded to the places of the old story•teller.,, 

I have just found a letter of Crockett; 

I)KAIt MtUS. 1) , J neetl not tu\ tlt.il i had 

a delightful afternoon yesterday with you quo-lb , 

m 
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am! with ,v>>u»' hu dund an*! his lieuutitid first 
edition-. V! •«» nmmiy, tin* fasi-tuatiuj-', a noble 
|H‘.niV u*'.r, but mint a hole in (he lamtseune of a 
dull tlav 

** l\< 1 i**j*t*<n J !•'>!•■*• well );’(», vve’ll y t o, 

\ kerf .*1 yomt'.', &e " 

Nob!.- woman, )!?• .It -.lav*ml yellow astern, I thank 
lh*v |.<t that A.-j.l An*! jtinv am*|«t .some uo.ono 
tt.a.i, mine 1 w<m)d them ail (he rummy. 

If * ] i"f> 

■ V. !»•;: , v* . ! («n .i-n<* mv sandy 
! am. ytufehdlv v**ui ; 

S K*. t'mn 'Kirrr 

There i', (it t a lutle <>!»,* mdv about this letter. 
U r. m ideal that th«* l,t*iv ami " rummy “ ■ what 
ever " ntmm\ " mm\ mean wen-more attractive 
titan lit <t edition.-,. ,\o our tumid liml fault 
with that, fm what sen uhle j*eru*m would waste 
time over lit A editions under the riretim.%tnm’c«? 

Hnt l do not intend to quote much from the 
letter s of limn' men, unless they ate no very 
qreat that tla v tmyht a-. v.ell he dead 

It i', not iiov ;-;trv to nnute in wrpjmrt of 
the jiiojio .itioji that <ldb*rt and Sulliv.m were 
|»uhl)t herieja* to!-, It i. .a«l t«» say "were," 
and b* retie* t that the admnulde musician Iium 
jwnurd h»-* Just .* ore and ha.'. dis:i|*i*eared from 
"Ut live , l Id.e tin playful note 

d.i 
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$ Xm\ iMj, 

My dear Payne.- I shall ham? aUmt (In* 
steps of the Conservative Club on Tuesday uniil 
the clock strikes 7,30 when l shall lrolrily enter ami 
demand you and my dinner. 

Yrx ever 

Arthur S St 1 i,t\ w 

This is another one which gives a glimpse of 
his pleasant nature: 

The View rare. F.titiuj, 

AV/*f, iKp, 

DEAR Madam, --"I received Mr, M V; kind !.; 
ter this morning and am mu. h obliged to hmi 
for his oiler. I should like to accept it u-rv mn. h, 
but it is rather costly for rue an ! am obliged to 
have a good many conveyances for the rnfum or 
invalid of my family and friend*. . , , The 

cow is well again, l am glad to .nay her dlurv, 
was a great blow to ns, , . , We are utv 

comfortable and happy and hojR- you will h»* able 
to let us stay a little longer only vw* have millet 
more min than we care for. , . . 

A blessing upm you, master, who addedmuch 
to the world’s "stock of harmless pleasure," 

lhe wonderful old inim who for two gene?a 
tions filled so large a .space in literature and 
politics was a great writer of letters, Then 
are few collections w hich do not boa.! oi one 
or more of the over-legible pages of triad tom 

»S« 
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Me was •' a,nil- jtr. Miiia'r of jHistal ear<l auto- 
nniph?;, and he hath enmiyh to plaster over 
the rulin’ Mtifaiv o| t!u* t inted Kingdom. One 

of tav letter has a ? tu«ht Amevienu mfeie.-d; 

l ON! ION, July 4,!. m. 

1 >i \HSU, in M<tt .nit tini^ your klier I 
th.it ,t iMh* mu-I t ,».s the mrlwal 
Would an-.war >nar s+nrp*«;.*■ .util would Iv my k-;4 
mode «'l a- nun I * t«i| indeed well yn Iteyund 
It. tni I hvl that thru- ts .snujetSmte, of tin- .same 
1'* ’) to itn i.H> ,or.io. t with Co! luj'er.sotl 
,t, t<> .» . uith ,i . itniuH v .nuvji I think 
it wo'.iU jo* funk* to nuia .un ,ij([4iv ution to Car 
dtn.d \t at It) i fSeut out* | ,|||| )U..t until!}? 

.tin- .') I" '*li hh • I * h.*i, .uni f4.it; t <4 a , ,,jiv or 

I fto "t in), all'' V r.l l/i.? i V, hii h I 1 1o Hot |to , 

III )|1 , »> !)i! Ill' i" IMl > . 1 , * 1-. Ill giiutl 

I it'i.'io’)!, f.uthiiii!, \..nt .. 

W K M UiM'r INK, 

Sntttr turn- Hit! fdiHini!:.? tiu-l the JtayrM 
<»f ait Kindt .U ttirklv with a tli'.tuif?uinlH’<i 
name. i tame upon a pleanaid arid le hv um* of 
i famous <U*:.t tihiny (ho dm 

hiddtul tk fit nun it* of tit** ;:ak'*euta!ojnie of 
Ampi-Aui I July's hhraiv, and tin* little ewjiy 
«a;s nttrai Me t.. mu h a demee that if It'd me 
to n invert a joitton .4 mv jH*nu<nal junjetty info 
I hit hit niimiiy m oidn that I tms«S*S bet time 
« Mjk i fikt-r t»* the journal I nay journal" 
advised)*, Invanse it eail.i it' **ll, despite the 
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fact that it is issued only once u week, Jour¬ 
nal of English and Foreign Literature, Seienee, 
the Fine Arts, Music and the Dm mu. To 
judge from its title, one would snv that its held 
of usefulness is at least reasonably extensive. 
It makes me think of Mr, Casey's Encyclo¬ 
paedia of Useful Knowledge and tunites’ Com¬ 
panion. I can imagine how one of its stately, 
cold-hearted contributors would full erushiugiy 
U{K>n any modest American weekly which 
should style itself a "journal," and would say, 
in substance: "This publication contains some 
g(K«l imssages, but they are so few and far 
between that we only regret that the editor 
should have undertaken a task which a pj rears 
to be beyond his powers; and we are wholly 
unable to comprehend why it should be called 
a'journal’ when it is not quotidian." 

This journal is always quite unkind towards 
anything American; it avails itself of every op. 
portunity to sneer at our unfortunate people. In 
the current number it says, for example: '* .Mr. 
Randolph is as hazy in his views as to trade 
as are most Americans." On the whole, trot- 
withstanding our haziness, we have done pretty 
well. Hut ever since I lava me a subscriber i 
have been holding wukly revels over the solem¬ 
nities of this excellent journal and its jtomjious 
utterances, which would almost bring smiles to 

*56 
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the hue'; of the awful .statues in Westminster 
Abbvv. 

There tl>Hs not appear to he any adequate 
reason uhv Kttqh >h revtew etshould he m 
hard am! -even* as thrv almost invariably 
are. Thee AUr hears to hue criticism about 
the r ame relation which the conduct of the 
savane who ksnek:; down the uf»j*vt of his af- 
L< tiM'e: and tbar; t her to hie home Iwars to 
the conventional . mu t.ship of t ivili/atioru We 
nerd not commend an ea tv yoim*. {erfundory, 
adiibit*uv n:rth>*4 .<} tevirw my, but there should 
he no cbibhnv.- o} a huvmle-.-, author merely 
became he m»o have fatten into a few trilling 
errm . Anv writer is entitled to a fair, yener- 
on ami hheia! treatment, It jh a small ami 
petty imm! wlmh will use the ftower of an 
anonymous levu-wei to ilenotmee and ridicule 
hi ; subject. \ late rmmlrr of this journal, 

with h mi'tr. to u . with leaver; uncut to an ex- 
tent afoumny ferhrnm of e*aq»rmtion, pmeeeda 
to humph* w dh hob nailed •dinrH upon an inof¬ 
fensive treatise »»u *' Ametieatt Literary like 
toi v,” hv a mm h *eq>ct ted Haivard professor, 
and 1 quote one of if*-- stately comments: 

Tteo h.tpn i o!* v *«n*d jo!*»«**,uid Whitman,wtv*an* 
ycuendlv m; nded m the. Mtimtrv a .theonlv writers 
of trot t'mqnal ly-mw. w lean the t ’tuted Slate-, have 
yet prothli ed.are totally inadequate to then Mlbjevt. 

i ,7 
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The assertion is certainly disparaging to 
English literary judgment I have an im¬ 
pression that there may be some Britons, not 
reviewers, who have a glimmering idea that 
Nathaniel Hawthorne ranks at least by the 
side of the gray poet of Camden; although 
there are passages in Leaves of Grass , such as 
those which adorn Enfans d’Adam, for ex¬ 
ample, which no doubt appeal more powerfully 
to the aesthetic sensibilities of the reviewer than 
the melodious and delicate (beamings of the 
pure and noble romancist. I have heard, too, 
that one Ralph Waldo Emerson was much 
esteemed by our neighbors over the sea, Thomas 
Carlyle among the number. It is unn ecessary, 
however, to dwell on the subject further than to 
wish for Charles Lamb’s candle and to examine 
the critic’s bumps. 

We may admit that Poe is wonderful in a 
way, but is he immortal? Howells says : 1 

“Whose criticisms?” asked Emerson. 

"Poe’s,” I said again. 

Oh, he cried out, after a moment, as if he 
lia.(l returned from, a, far search for my meanings 
‘ You mean the jingle-man !” 

I may remark that when I first observed in a 
newspaper this Emersonian reference to Poe it 

1 Literary Friends and Acquaintance, p. 63. 
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mul " tlu< tunah' man," and 1 thought it meant 
Kifihsn* 

1 here are those who doubt whether P<*‘ was 
ivitily a i*i**.0 character. It seems sometimes 
m» >i hi, was #rmU*r than in* per 

M'mnn- However, when a copy of. 1/ Atmmf 
is houe.hi Jot St,.too at (l fUton suit*,and a first 
edition of Tkr Munirtx m thr Rut> Mttrfiiw com¬ 
mand, the pi nr of as ««• have mm with 

in a trend j»*nod, wo may as well concede the 
•asrjari any rmmriuv of that strange jiersonatfe 
who would have hern ama/cd to receive an 
oif'rr of ’.tteh aim-; for hjri entire ropvrhdif. 

On«* of mv Intern in emm! tally commonplace, 
!»uf 1 i;ne st an an evidence of the courtesy of 
<h timpu died imai It oiiidtt to ap{*«ai to'tile 
heart of the autograph lover: 

Mew Voim, Atiiv to,. 1K46, 

StU, It 1:1m me meat pleanuie t<» comply 
with v>*ui vm tlatteiim; te»|ur:->t for an aut<»- 
rnaph He pv S r \U> Ob St 

CtMiUt A Pot*:, 

Hut mv favoiite letter in the original of one 
"dm 1» in yiven m full, with an excellent foe- 
mule, in luyiam', I,t}r of /W,‘ There iw wo 
notch in havrnn it before me, in the painfully 

1 if fW hi | It ?#*•*•* vN fW, j*, 

fti»ei-«n, ,si,. 4i rn; f Hr Jrlfrt |drftftrfl* 
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elaboratechirogruphv of the hapless jmeh u lse.se 
anguish did not disturb the elegance of his pen- 
work, that l cannot refrain from transcribing 
it, familiar though it may he. He wrote it to 
Mrs. Shew, on January an. 1847, the day before 
the death of his wife, whom he dearly loved; 

KlNDKNT UKAKKNT t'KU'.XD. Mv (tool \ II 
ginia still hws, although fading la-4 and now atP 
fering much pain. May Hod gram In i hte until 
she sees you and thanks yon uu.v ar.aui* Her 
bosom is full to overflowing like me own with n 
boundless, inexpressible gratitude to V“U 1 .cat 
she tuny never see you more, ?die hula me to ;.av 
that she sends you her sweete t la. . >4 leve and 
will die blessing you, Hot some oh eoitie to 
morrow! Yes. 1 mil lie ealrn evm thing you so 
nobly wish to see me. My mother a nda voi, at o, 
her wannest love and thank .' She h e , me to 
ask you, if possible, to make arrangement ■, at home 
so that you may stay with us toiuoi n<u night I 
enclose the order to the IVstma -tei Heaven blevi 
you and farewell. Kin; \n A I’ul . 

FOROHAM, Jan. m, '47- 

Many things may he pmdum-tl to this erring, 
brilliant mortal. However we may judge him. 
it is something to have a London literal v despot 
pronounce him to Ik* one of the two men of 
original genius produced hv America. 

Almost everything jiertnimm' to l*oe has 
some attraction for the student of \meriean 

tbo 


Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

letters. Perhaps this autograph manuscript of 
his, all interlined and corrected in his clear, 
pretty handwriting, may not be wholly dull: 

Before quitting the Mag. just mentioned I saw, 
or fancied that I saw, through a long and dim 
vista, the brilliant field for ambition which a Maga¬ 
zine of bold and noble aims presented to him who 
should successfully establish it in America. I 
perceived that the country from its very constitu¬ 
tion, could not fail of affording in a few years, a 
larger proportionate amount of readers than any 
upon the earth. I perceived that the whole, ener¬ 
getic, busy spirit of the age tended wholly to the 
Magazine literature—to the curt, the terse, the 
well-timed, and the readily diffused, in preference 
to the old forms of the verbose and ponderous, & 
the inaccessible. I knew from personal experience 
that lying perdus among the innumerable planta¬ 
tions in our vast Southern & Western countries 
were a host of well-educated men, singularly devoid 
of prejudice, who would gladly lend their influence 
to a really vigorous journal provided the right 
means were taken of bringing it fairly within the 
very limited scope of their observation. Now 
I knew, it is true, that some scores of journals had 
failed (for indeed I looked upon the best success 
of the best of them as failure) but then I easily 
traced the causes of their failure in the impotency 
of their conductors, who made no scruple of basing 
their rules of action altogether upon what had 
been customarily done instead of what was now 
before them to do, in the greatly changed and 
constantly changing condition of things. 
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I have given only one page of the seven. I do 
not think it was ever printed. It closes with a 
pathetic appeal: 

It is very true that I have no claims upon your 
attention—not even that of personal acquaintance. 
But I have reached a crisis of my life in which 
I sadly stand in need of aid, and without being 
able to say why—unless it is that I so earnestly 
desire your friendship — I have always had a 
half hope that if I appealed to you, you would 
prove my friend. I know that you have unbounded 
influence with the Harpers, & I know that if you 
would exert it in my behalf you could procure 
me the publication I desire. 

This is the more pitiful when one thinks 
how the great houses would scramble to-day for 
a few pages of Poe. But publishers are not 
prophets. The men of the '40's could not foresee 
the dictum of the English people in 1901 or the 
verdict of American critics. For them Poe was 
the erratic, the irresponsible, the untrustworthy 
creature who quarrelled with his associates and 
who penned caustic views of his contemporaries 
in the intervals of composing what Emerson 
might have called "jingle verse.” Recent biog¬ 
raphers insist that his shortcomings were exag¬ 
gerated by writers like Griswold; but their own 
admissions show that he must have been at 
times an exceedingly uncomfortable companion. 
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\\V conn* to the only other original American 
genius- Mr. Walt Whitman, the jierson who 
"loafed and invited his .soul.” 

It may he that Whitman is the consummate 
(lower ot out literatim* and that 1 am all wrong 
a hunt it. hut, in frankness, he seems to me to 
be an or evaded jtersou. 1 reeognue the fad 
that these utterances of mine are only a eon- 
ylnmeiniion d idled ions, (lie vagrant thoughts 
of an unimportant individual, hut 1 would he 
willing to submit mv judgment on this point 
to the popular vote; for the taste of our jieople 
has gone hevuud the tough. the grotesque, and 


.My Whitman autographs, ate rather com 
uionplate. '1 his is one- 

rwiii s, M w jl USOV, 8i, 

.\h D5'Alt ,1 I, d 1 send you the Carlyle 
pave .»s nqm-.lt 4, Mad me a proof, if {my dile 
■ d d ue ,dav ton-noon. t < an return it Tuesday 
night, It not jm, '.ihte, pray read proof with extra 
• are hv topv, is ought to make just a page, 1 
want without fail Id tv impressions of just that 
page, It tan y.ndv !«- done in the printing alike, 
\nothei thins*, I ton/uf to mention in-ton* (A per* 
haps is ti‘<i stn. iIv needed auv how) 1 reserve the 
fluid to punt any »»t mv paves in a future lunik, 
A to make it • Uaiei would you and J. It, kindly, 
after signing, mmii to me the aerumpanyin}i 

iiMKe? u m.t whitman. 

toj 
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I shall again transgress my inviolable rule 
about letters of living men only to quote from 
the novelist who is to me a mystery, uml w hose 
ultimate place in ICnglish letters is to many 
feeble mortals like myself a problem quite he 
yoml our depth to solve. I wish that he had 
adopted a style less strange and nabbed. 

This letter was written by Ceorqe Meredith 
a good many years ago; 

Sr, mam. Mesncx, 

StK,“ I have to thank you for your late,it 
volume of jtoems, and in doing so 1 uniat Ivg v*mr 
excuse for omitting to acknowledge a previous 
single jioem forwarded to me and whieit 1 discover 
in the present eolleetiou. It is u m.d m :mi h 
cases to sav what we do like and n*<t u b.n we don't 
like; but l presume a sufiicient b.d.ou <■ m % «at to 
hear both. I hke your songs and b.ibv ballads 
very much. I like your feeling ha T* r o : 1 .* b oiov 
and remarkable descriptive j«ov«t. i d<< nut hke 
your idylls (e. g, the " I ton I Race "I fte. au e l»«th 
the poem, the matter, and the blank vci e retail 
Tennyson so strongly, and one ejqte. ts more than 
imitation from you, By the wav, the giving of n 
daughter to the conqueror in a boat race B, of 
British, not customary, A gill might give bit 
self, but for a papa so to stipulate implies tinplca i 
ant paternal contempt for the lover's physique 
and a sort of calculation m Idom made, 1 futiev 
You see f xjienk freely, It ;vejm- to me that your 
tastu is not for that yon succeed in !«•.,!, vi/ minute 
description, anil thus you might piudii* e a hr: l 

14*4 
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rate ihm-h homo .story in ton syllable, oinht lino 
or ;a\ lino \er-e: but I am passing my Imumlary 
in atTertin?.: to advise, ami must honestly ask you 
to {union me for tlto impertinenee. 

I nm. sir. yours very faithfully, 

.7fi iHw. fiROWSK MftttRDITH. 

That was undoubtedly pood eritieism, uttered 
in {'lain and romptvhensible Kutflish. A later 
letter bet t a vs a .slight sensitiveness to tlto sever¬ 
ity with uhirh some of those mereiloss fellow- 
eountrunen of his have treated hint: 

Box tin,r.. Dohkwo. 

.St'pWmlw .'nth 

SJK. \ out lettet rati bill be taken tor a rout- 
phtli- o? The etfr. t <<t piililn ib .lavottr has been to 
til.do- in.- indiliVivnf to mv work;; alter they have 
(nine throw h their rour e of rastiyafion, and I 
have enjm-; o| onfv a trvv Vittoi hi happen;. to 
be of tbi' numhrf, but my dtddren are now pdtiup 
old eijoueb to , hum what run he preserved of them ; 
otherwi it* I would send it. f will when I am next 
in town see whether a »opv remains with the pair* 
h .bets. Your. very trulv 

CKoutit': MKKpmrn. 

We ntav infer front this reply what the re¬ 
quest iiiu.it have Ihtu. It was surely a re- 
markable one, de ervinp: of a less diqnifted 
and more emphatic refusal. It seems that an 
topnijrh eoltet tom are red tin* most prestimp- 
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tuous of bores, and that book collectors may 
surpass them in cool audacity. 

A very different sort of reply is that which 
the big, earnest, energetic, and often wrong¬ 
headed Reade gave to some petition: 

2 Albert Terrace 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE, July 30. 

Dear SIR,— "Masks & Faces.” 

Authors cannot live on air. This piece is either 
stolen or begged. It is never played on terms 
remunerative to the Proprietor. 

Whilst this still exists, I am compelled to re¬ 
fuse it for benefits. Have refused it to six this 
year. 

Moreover at Benefits it is always pitchforked 
on to the stage and its reputation lowered. See 
my current advertisement in The Era. 

Yrs truly 

Charles Reade 

No one can help liking Charles Reade, with 
his capital letters, his newspaper clippings, 
his blundering enthusiasms, and his genuine 
power and fertility of expression. He scolded 
so beautifully. Somebody had been exclaim¬ 
ing with horror at A Terrible Temptation, and 
he writes—he never gives the year: 

The American press has treated me with great 
in s olence and scurrility, but a writer in Canada 
has gone beyond them all in malignity and men¬ 
dacity, for he has not confined himself to the cur- 
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tent work hut has uI.hu slandered me wholesale. 
I have therefore .smiled him uut for chastisement,; 
uud a ft much l have .said to him i.s uLsu uu antidote 
to ilu* tuU? eutuisuw of American iournalists 
under which 1 .‘sutler, I .shall appeal to your .sense 
of justice to tfive me a hearing in your columns. 
1 enclose my reply to Uu* Canadian or British liar 
and shall feel ohhytd ,f you will j.uhhsh it ad 
verhttm in dder.y Sutuniity, , . . 

hooking hack with the calmness of a present 
ooneiaUon reviewing; tin* works of iis prede¬ 
cessor. .1 T<>nM' Vfml>!otion, while jterhap.s 
Often to . ritinstil in me resorts, compares 
very f.uotahlv with much of the misjH-akahle 
fiction of today. If was certainly over-violent 
to call t! “ carrion literature/' as it was styled 
in some of our journals of Hie time. 
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I PURPOSE to write the history of England 
from the accession of King James the 
Second down to a time which is within the 
memory of men still living." Tims does Thom¬ 
as Babington Macaulay begin his History of 
England. “The subject of my natratm* is 
the history of the people of the United States of 
America from the close of the war for iniiejten- 
dencc down to the opening tif the war iwtween 
the States." This begins John Hath Me- 
Master’s History of the Vvufb of tlu> I'nitvd 
States. “The United States of America con¬ 
stitute an essential jsortion tif a great {tolitical 
system, embracing alt the eivili/.etl nations of 
the earth,” Thus does George Bancroft in¬ 
troduce us to his History of tb> t-nitrU Stubs 
of America. The style of the historian is fore¬ 
shadowed by the preliminary sentence. One 
can foresee that MeMaster will follow Macaulay, 
and that the eminent American scholar and 
statesman will tread his own jmthuay with 
footsteps. 


nIi)iTtfSWi] 
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Macaulay's vivid pictures will probably live 
when Bancroft's stately pages are burial in 
oblivion, for Bancroft gives us history in full- 
dress, and is undeniably dry. He is not re¬ 
markable for research or accuracy, and when¬ 
ever any controversy arose about his facts, 
he generally hat! the worst of it. ft might he 
said of hint as Frederic says of the pirate king 
in the "Pirates of Penzance": "You make a 
point of never attacking a weaker party than 
yourselves, ami when you attack a stronger 
party you invariably get thrashed." Ban¬ 
croft usually goi thrashed, notably by George 
Washington Greene; hut his volumes are des- 
tined to rest among those "without whieh no 
gentleman's library »■. romplote." He did not 
mam lobe unfair to anv one; be was a sehob 
arly person, very well saiislied with his per¬ 
formances; and he was justly ambitious to !«• 
regarded as America's prineipai historian. He 
was sincerely a patriot, a lover of his country, 
and honorably devoted to the interests of the 
Republic. A letter to Justice Swayne indi¬ 
cates his character; 

My t * 1 ! \U M it. JtiSTU*K Kw tvsit, -1 record 
with eipcd admiration and pie, earn- the clear, 
terse, el.nrly nveoued opinion which you put in 
mv b.m<l. at Wa .hmgtou, and tiimk it a master- 
{i»ve, ditfetmg widely in manner from the loose 

tbi| 






1 


Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

style of so!tie famous eailv opinions. i have now 
read with the utmost rate the i'emu,. .ec ease, 
which you wore so j'ood as to yue me an oppot- 
Umity of jH-rusintf. I discern m it the same lucidity 
and \i,u'or of statement. Vet my n ■ttleuce m 
New Vork and opportunities of uUen.itiou raise 
scruples in my uniat on the {»*>ut at m-aie, h was 
the commonest thiny lor sclu It puhtu tan. of 
the majority of the ley ml ft tires to cam I nil*, which 
sacriticod the {nilthc interest to then' >aui lhtom ; h 
the Legislature corruptly. 'Hit-, naimailv l«t 
me to wish to see the power ot lain leiy laiunvi 
to corrod abuses maintained a . mm h ,, - pe eat4v* 
in unimpaired stmiyth and »«* eiudeo oopa- the 
riyht which they daim of endow m*, a is, tern 
gained by brilter.v with a sat »vd < se; toi whn h 
it mif'ht instantly claim the n»-f e\.d5<.! . jk lam 
The study of these topics ha-' fur me the u, train 4 
interest and l am in perfect sm. .mi 

\ oars most indy H wriMPT. 

While we are conscious of the fad that I'unt-h 
is not overburdened with wit, and, like Wtcinos 
Ward’s comic paper, nttphf be " improved bv ft 
few goaks.” we are all fond of l*uwh. Tom 
Taylor was a dreary editor, irnf Mark 1 a-mon was, 
and f htrnand is, of a different order. \hu k must 
have f>mt Moved by all his staff l le «rife-. • 

A ’s ? .7 nm# 

MV DMAft Ik-., -f am n jolted ».< la. .n that 

poor dear tiil 1 is luficr. I trust in <h«l that hr 

1 ,.Vi5 ’tLmit 
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may recover When you cun leave the poor old 
b.v eutue home and hrinj; l)ouj<-las with you. I 
am so anxious abuti you all that it will be a posi¬ 
tive rebel' to know you are at home a^ain. Look 
up Ihmylan am! S. It. anti say to them what I have 
uniteu. Shu lev a Ih, v 1 hear is out of danger, 
hut he ha”, not sent a line as tho’ we dul not eare 
al«*ut las anxieties, Write by return, 

d" i ' in.'i-ivly yours, BJ . 

M. L. 

Poor A I Whett died three days after this letter 
was written, fie worked eoustaidly with Mark 
Lemon, Houpjas Jet told, and Shi! ley Brooks, 
a tptmfrf itidevd. His Comic History 

of Hni]hind and Comic History of Home are, 
it is I rue, somewhat wearisome !«, read, like al¬ 
most all name hialoiie- 1 , ami l think they are 
humdii in these da vs less u n aeeoimt of their 
elaborate humm than because of the Leech 
jmd t'i nil..hank illustrations, His letter is 
rather too kme for quotation. I have fried 
not to burden these notes with lone; quotations; 
lad us a Mew Vmk mapa/ine some time ayo 
eonsitleied Mr William Harris Arnold's letter 
from Ltbaheih Ila nett Hrownittp to CWneliuM 
Mathew, woif|jv of pubiieation, reproducing it 
from Alf. Arnold's heautifidly printed catalogue, 
i* portion of mv own letter from Itu* poet to the 
Marne Mr. Mathew; maybe found worthy of j»eru- 
sal. 1 do not tbiuk it ha*; ever been printed. 

i/i 
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Mathews, who has not been dead many .wars, 
was a voluminous writer, of some originality, 
whose books are altogether forgotten. He 
was the first American editor of Mrs. I Sum tuny's 
works, and must have had her highest tes|K*ct 
and regard. This letter is dated at London, 
December 3, lJkj> It refers to Drowning, 
whom within a year she married ; 

It is with shame and etmfu aon <»f f,» e, mv dear 
Dr. Mathews, that t read your latter am! reuu mined 
that it was to !k* enunciated ><! me "the itua! m 
not dead tmtxleejieih.’' Nothing hut letiu; a/ tiiallv 
dead, I do humbly couhv. -. < *»ul»l 50 ,t;fv me Liore 
my own conscience and your sen-.e .a jo .ti< e, amt 
so there is nothin** for me (Lur; t>«>, t.*> much 
alive!) hut to creep on the law,*. 0! a * onfute .01 >1 
to the Lack door of your men v and !o 5a.1v lire to 
be at home to me and let use m Will you or can 
you forgive me? 

"Not dead?" you say*' "not even >11''you repent 
—can such things In; in that old laud of eon upturn, 
and can they la* jtardonahle 
Not dead—not even ill ! e..nfe ., -nay, ah, one > 

fully better, I am.shamefully well f am - and y*t 

you must try to forgive me -trv to L* coupled 
for this handwriting of mine m the ptojvr place 
of that of my exn utor.i. 

For here is the truth. I am aLvayo much fieP 
ter when it is summer, mv eompl.uut ln-un; we do 
ness of tire lungs, and for : * vi-ial nmttniTi l haw 
made progre in the grov,, though tin own Left 
every winter in rouse degree on the -auhe .mom. 
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I>id y< u ever "do the sum" aUmt the snail who 
nv|tl and slipt and erupt and slipt? I have. both 
in a .sum and in an experience. Still, in this last 
summer, my advances were very large. I was 
qmu* well in tact, only not quite strong of course, 
able toga out m the carriage-able to get into the 
atr and feel "this is h hefty again’’-and then l 
wusnn the verged an exjiediliou to Italy, in which 
Jo hide my sell from this winter and licit that if 
l could i;o l should lie well and strung, like other 
enjovei.; at the uoild’s life- and I was hindered in 
the gome u was ton full a benediction for such 
a head a. mine! Well! and all those intentions 
and hope-, and emotions,ami m tine often get strong¬ 
er and deejier, ah.or lied me. It Was an if an oyster 
had the win 1 ; . «| an eagle ami lighted on Teneiiffe 
h"W could if Iv cNpc. led to think any more of 
hr. ■ and hank or even of the curlew';; cry am 
• '*< i,tied Hiih la, former immobility? ami /, who 
am not naturally an oyster hut had an oyster’s 
hte thin .) on m< / imild think of nothing hut of 
the m-vv budding »»1 the new wings — hut of tin* 
heatue,. of my own heaff 1 forgot how to write 
or read. Try it you cart understand • l mean to 
say l thought u| m.thim; long enough to write 
if down m It 1 l* i . and agree to rugagi merits on 
if, 1 . >'iiid Hind, of ymi sometimes, l cuttld think 
that 1 tt.n ahouaiMhlv ungrateful to you and to 
some other:. Hut ! could not write. I read your 
AM and indeed did uiv I rest to get it reviewed 
l*V some one ■ apahle of entering into the jto 
ndtar life of that Woik They answered me that, 
tt was alt m vam just as y«m anticipated 
and that it was too peculiar, your little (took, t<H> 

iy.t 
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deeply dyed in your n.ttt< >u.d colon: s. to h.ne a 
hope'of success wish readers here; ,uul l could 
understand somethiun' <>f this from the eitVct of 
the book on myself. 1 could do-cem the talent, 
hut it missed its hold on me pic: a-lv lvem-e 
there was a want of the mve.-uiix Much. ,m huf 
in me to hold by. And l (i'll yon Pin *»t y«mr 
Al>el to prove how I haw not hen nHnh cell* 
absorb'd — liebevc sue, 1 Imv u<<!. \S ■>>, d , H t- 
versify is putd for me, 1 am now teamed t<» my 
prison and shut up as of old not dl, but t«>i< ed, on 
the pain of Iteiny ill, to keep my double doom 
doubly ami my wind-uv; lutmeti.'.dlv a air,I,,in,I n 
fireby day and mph* and bavin". t t .ted of hbm, 
the slavery n billet. 1 shake my * hon > mipotenflv. 
Forgive me for the sake ot th «t pm on , Mumd? 

Now — your lirwt chary* Jind , me iimm « ui — 
innocent! / never mrbvd uV". Coe/•, ■ 

tlever, the Swthent <Jit<itt*>ly l Vumdtuir, Muga 
zine ik<" *\e never, lh.it pa* Id 1 > ut uprated- 

ly to Mr. Putnam';;, naumiy ,md the 

answer has always hem *'not ret esved " Several 
newspapers have come ; ,deh. to* wbsh. S have 
silently thankeil you I had the truiitian. e - afely 
too from Mr. |Lane, lev?; and take .haute on my¬ 
self for not ufknowledifiuy it, Will v«»u k- an 
kind—lml no, I should writ* to him I thud* with 
my own liatlil. I was \ erv well ’;ati <Si»*d with In ; 
report of the poems, and yr.iSrfnl to you ,dl, not 
withstanding appearance. A;* f*» the piopoatioii 

tilKml the /hose MiinvUtinu^, I * oul«i u*>$ but h-grat¬ 
ified by it, but 1 vviah you to under bind that 1 linn Id 
lie averse from the red-vate of t foray , \llwmmm pa¬ 
lters without a complete cornu- of tr writing It 
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h,iH frequently ?>een ttryed on me law to throw 
thorn (on!.ift';iij>-; them in the proeessl into the shape 
of publishable elupters on Kuqli.xh poetry and 
tinvU t'lnt'4).oi podry; and if Mr. (Langley?] 
hkea to >,ne air tune. I do not object to plneim* 
a volu.a. of an •ert),mil';; frojii the roiiivedesignated! 
and nihei m hi.; handa. Hut ,‘bould they'not be 
put into im l.omlon and then transmitted? 
hou* :-Hi 'aid it hr* \ on amuse me when you say 
that Mi I’. e ha . deducted a liook to ttieand abused 
HU* in ihr pivlare of it, 'I’hat l should [say wa.s| 
Kuiuan j!i .tire, if it v.eiv not Ameneau. I know 
bin) lor a win. i >>1 eoteaderabie power. And now 
ma\ t h.pr u llh.iut audaeiiv to hear of you and 
of yo!n domi; :> 1 am a penitent believe it of me. 

I tow do,-. 11:;] \hf! ■ u - o rd m hi,, land? And what 
aiv Oil! lie, ivr.i ..n at po < nt 1 I'm me. 1 have 

bem an rv uaj.lt oj . ..,. von may gather, 

Mi Hu,!.) 1 oitsr, . to Km lata! “a pood report” 
of Amen* .<)! hte, and ptoie ■■ e . an inteutiou of 
ejovvti!*', old .minor von when her time mmes. 
In the ! I if. IUU hdr .hr dors Hot thillk of IVtlUUmt' 
to the .t ire tut *, bat milter of am; tine; her father 
in hi Shah .peai .mh le.idiuipt bv ulii. h he makes 
.‘"tile „ivn pound , a week already, ! understand, 
Mr Hto'AMim ha - jii'.t pubb, lied another mmiher 
of / h’ll;, l V)«e_|iMtMi//e.Y, in who h hi*; rout, uny- 
mal taeulsv ihiott . out newvolutin; ami expand*; in 
new e,,mbmati.in ;. A preat poet lie to, a prenter 
]K*et he will !« b*r to walk and to live are one with 
him. The no-lit oj tit,-1 *u« he.v. *' m he; lad num¬ 
ber, b.ei Wundt mil ihwp'. m it. and the vri'Mliea- 
ti"U is a Indv lot* p.«*p; Walter Savape f.andor 
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“To Robert Browning. 

“There is delight in sup* imj, thounh none hear 
Beside the singer: and there is dehe.ht 
In praising, though the prat.-er Mt alone 
And see the praised far at! lum, far .ifnae 
Shakespeare is nut our (wiet, fmt the worlds. 
Therefore t«n him, no speech; and short fur thee. 
Browning! Since Chaucer was ah\e and hale 
No man lias walked along our roads with step 
So active, so imputing eye, or tongue 
So varied in discourse, But wanner e limes 
(live brighter plumage, stronger winy , the hmw 
Of Alpine heights than plave.t wrlh, Inane on 
Beyond Sorrento and Amalli, where 
The siren waits thee, singing -om* for song." 

Pine generous lines, are they not? and inner u 
1 Hitter epithet ehosen than the word hale" for 
Chaucer? Mr. Tennyson has a jieti suit, vou see 
—hut for the rest. is said rather to smoke than to 
make poems, He lia*. taken a whole tut ret to 
himself in the "Castle of indolence “ ihrkrtr, is 
about to east himself headlong nit*, the doubtful 
undertaking of the new d.tdv paper, the l huh 
News l The opinion, t agamd ;,u»« rvi are manv. 
It is a lire,at object to combine literature and mil 
philosophy, both of the hiphc.it and puie-.t, and to 
give the man of letters m Km.; land that social 
status which on the Continent »a mt aired to him, 
But thinkers have observed, fir t : that the Kurdish 
jHople will not have deimn law in a journal apart 
from politics, vu: the old form, of p.uiv that 
literature will not Ik- (lenmtied to keep (dace Ih*:u«S»* 
what are considered in this euimti v, graver ijurs- 
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tions and that lastly, the social rank of men of 
letters must be given by society when it is ripe 
enough to discern and give, and cannot be snatched 
prematurely. While we offer dinners and me¬ 
morials to a railway speculator like Hudson, we 
are not in a condition—our hands are not clean 
enough—to invite poets across our thresholds. 
This England of ours is behind other nations in 
the true civilization. I cannot choose but think so. 
Dear Mr. Mathews, let me have your forgiveness 
soon, and believe in the continued grateful regard of 
Elizabeth Barrett Barrett. 

The penitence ” seems to be a little overdone 
and perhaps spun out to an undue “longevity,” 
as Mr. Evarts might have said, but the letter 
shows the traits of Mrs. Browning's intellec¬ 
tual character. 

It is difficult for me to tear myself away from 
the English literature “cases.” I have just 
unearthed this odd bit of Charles Lamb, written, 
as are so many of my letters, to Ollier, the au¬ 
thor-publisher : 

Dear Ollier, I have received one or two pres¬ 
ents of books from authors, which I can only return 
in kind. Can you let me have 3 or 4 copies of my 
works for that purpose. Yours &c C. LAMB 

I have been in France. 

I have eaten frogs. 

Poor Percy Bishe!! 

Have you done with my old copy of Don Quixote ? 
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The letter bears no date, but it was undoubt¬ 
edly written in iHjj. In that year Lamb went 
to France for the first time, anti visited his 
friend Kenney at Versailles. Shelley died in 
July, i8ju\ Lamb's lament is eertuinly not 
elaborate. 

The thick quarto volume which is always 
kept in the b'st bookcase, which corresponds to 
the "spare room “ in our old country-houses— 
that quarto volume. I say, with its hundreds 
of closely written and much corrected paces, is 
the manuscript t»f "Harry OtniwuUV. ’’ Mnmnr 
of Lamb. In it is inserted a characteristic little 
note: 

Pray let Matilda keep mv mov ip,q«-i . tdl you 
hear hum me, as we are meditatmn a tuw it re. .idetuv. 

C. L.nut 

Let her keep them as the apple of her eve. 


So much has lieen stud and written about 
Lamb and the Limbs, so many Liirs and 
Memorials have Iteeu published, so many edi 
timis printetl, that She subject is quite exhaust¬ 
ed. To most men «»t the dav, Lttmb is more 
interesting than his work--.. The rm.hinp title 
of new volumes, pourino forth from the jtou- 
derous presses of the present, has swept away 
in its flood tlio.se productions of the early nine¬ 
teenth century and east them into the mate 
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ful “eves" or alcoves of the quiet libraries, 
wheie they rest undisturbed upon the slielves 
imtil hv chance soate curious student dis- 
ilirin* nr y4!fnr reminiscent jjfctitlciiiun of 
middle aye desires to recall the memories of 
hi id. 

I remember a certain household in mv early 
childhood where there were bid few books, but 
they uere yood hooks; and they were mid 
many time; from eover to rover. They were 
"btok.s for children ” in the in-si sense; not 
the shew \, much illustrated eourirtions of the 
moilem tvjw, hut hooks to make children think 
and yet to amuse them. The a/ him 

wa ; ; the favoMt,- in this small library, and one 
of tlie children, 1 know, will never foryet his 
memorable first inertias*; with flu- delicious 
" i h'l.’.ei latiou i,n Roast 1%/' That twrson 
tiuds it impossible to torque the old prowler, 
l human tat!vie, for his useless, cruel, and 
spiteful sneer at poor Charles Lamb. 

Mv matniscript ,,f "Harry Cornwall V A/c 
nttftr indicates here and thru* the advantages of 
careful revisitm, I’*»r example, in the preface 
Printer leiem-d to his work as " these desultory 
labours «>f an amateur in letters/’ lnd this was 
excised dmimi the proof reading, for it does not 
npjiear in the printed book, It was rather 
too self depreeiatorv. for 1 fryan Waller Procter 

m 
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was far from being “an amateur in letters/* 
In 1866, when this preface was written, he wa*^ 
seventy-eight, and he had been addicted t‘* 
literature for at least half a century. He i* 1 
an agreeable figure in his day and generation- 
Even our gruff friend, Mr. Thomas Carlyle# 
called him “a decidedly rather pretty little- 
fellow, bodily and spiritually ” — something 
which the sage of Chelsea certainly was not- 
It is true that Procter was a conveyancer, anti 
a successful one at that, but a man who haH 
published a half-dozen volumes of poems, a 
tragedy, several biographies, and two or three 
books of tales and essays, may scarcely expect 
to be regarded as merely an amateur. But 
Procter was really a modest creature. There is 
a letter relating to his Essay on Shakespeare, 
a work which Mr. Sutton, his biographer in the 
Dictionary of National Biography, considers tt» 
be the most valuable of his prose writings: 

4 Gray’s Inn Square. 

21st Oct., 1843. 

DEAR Sir, —Will you do me the kindness t«» 
accept a little Essay of mine on Shakspere. It 
has plenty of defects, but I have so much faith 
in your kind disposition towards me that I think 
you will see as few of them as you conscientiously 
can. I beg you to believe me to be, dear sir. 
Yours very sincerely, 

B. W. Procter. 
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'Hu* Lamb Memoir i.s, however, the most de¬ 
lightful thing he ever gave to the world, and 
the best of the many sketches of the life of the 
gentle humorist. " Brevity, {lerspicuity, grace¬ 
ful clearness; then also perfect veracity, gen¬ 
tleness, lovingness, justness, peaceable candour 
throughout; a fine, kindly sincerity to all com¬ 
ers. with sharp enough insight too, quick rec¬ 
ognition giaphu ally rendered--all the qualities 
in short winch such a hook could have, l find 
visible in this." Thus writes the crabbed old 
Scott hman of They tie Bow, after reading the 
Memoir, to hi*; friend Barry a very different 
tone from that of the ** pretty little fellow ” re¬ 
mark made so pafu itti/meiv years before. But 
Thomas Jmd ju-.t bed his wife and he was sev¬ 
enty-one. i*Acn a S utehman may he softened 
by age and misfortune. 

There Hit 1 ; ;t great deal of unnecessary scold¬ 
ing because Bs ken;-, gave to Harold Skimpole, 
in Ulmk Ihnt H', some of the charm teristies of 
heigh Bunt. I hint's biends wen* indignant, 
hut then iitgvt was not justified. The cap did 
not fd evaeik. because the little peculiarities 
of Hunt w hit h were attached to Skimpole were 
onlv innocent mannerisms after all, except jtos- 
sibiy the ignorance of financial matters, which 
with Bind was leal and with SkimjKile pretend- 

tXt 
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ed. No one ever dreamed of giving to ilmtt 
the had, dishonest traits of the airy Harold. 
I think that there is no more attractive man of 
letters of his generation Hum James Henry 
Leigh Hunt. He was a cheerful and amiable 
writer, with a delicate fancy; a handsome man, 
charming socially; with simple tastes and 
master of a fascinating style. '* He led a sin- 
gularly plain life. His customary drink was 
water, and his food of the plainest and simplest 
kind; bread alone was what he look for luncheon 
and supper." ‘ He writes to our friend Ollier : 

H.niMtumtuu, April «n, 

My DKUt Ot.Ut-at, A:, vmu trlt me thiMUtJi 
Rdmttml that you cannot write ju d mm, 1 hu\e 
eonsented, like a dutiful ennv.HpMiid.nt, to neene 
the information at second hand, looking to lx-, 
loved old June to bring me my revenge, tor how 
it is that you leisurely gentlemen, and jBiv.e.v<or.s 
of fine sets of teeth, undertake to Ik- ill in the; in 
comiK'tent manner, and expert a Menu toothless 
chap like myself ergo, one full of pane, ,,»«! in¬ 
digestion—to continue to write tieret their.-', as 
if he were not suffering under a hundred meom 
{letencies of bin own, is wh.it 1 eanmd u-ry well 
discover. However, write I do, ami shall until 
you resume your pen. .Meantime 1 . hail«ome and 
see, for myself, why you don’t, as Mjxvddv a*; 1 ran, 
As the enjoyment of nature and her I* untie i has 
so long been a common property between you and 

1 Alexander Ireland, 
t*Hj! 
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ttu\ 1 imwi tell vtin ut .1 .singularly ehnrtuinj; flower 
whuh thouy(i 1 aiii told u hua heen Itutj' in ICnt- 
Lttul, vvaa hitherto unknown to me and the name 
of vvliji'h, 1 heheie, }.: Ihe! vim. ll hloom.s info the 
aliaiH- of as Complete a heart (the ideal heaulv) 
as you eu-r .saw. holdiny (a ; ,f rare) flu- , w 'm 
uitderneaih I! tn what turn out to he turn anus. 
-Vi the 1 lower <uhi» h is tuseeolour} mereuKe.s, it 
a.. a heart should do; and in the eemr.se 
of tin . e%p.m.mm lelamr this pretty NVtnItolie.il 
pia.e.,t file two ante, ymdu.dly turn up and he- 
,ome a hind <>i pan of wmys a a if to art the heart 
leaiu^ lo li t ,m n ,,t tfowei ; as 1 am, mid 

full of union I’.n'l ,r. 1 1 h heve all oi them to he, 
Ix vaud what i , known in. I n-aUv think thi.-i 
> • Ike tn" ,l nifeje tnn; Hawei 1 , MT ,„et vvi ,jj 
IheUna mean, d*mhi, .pini.d, hut tin i doe-, not 
do the two n>\ !hh- )U -Hm . 1 » ail it the Wmyed 

Jleait, and oak’ v mu end t veiw hodv el ,e to da the 
hke, and tliu •. ’,oti e, 1 •an one m\ or del a an 
Well .. ini! Ai, when 1 am m the irnnd Dear 

t Ulu l. ojdel 1 v ai (h ..id, <h , 1 ain ever 
S mil i mo alf* i tion.itely 

kldiltt I It'NT. 

H is ,,Miiie?lnijo to hate written over one hun¬ 
ched novels, even if only ;,is,ty .seven of them 
have* confined to find a pkuv m the Uritish 
Museum, and also a vast number of Luts 
and il/fwitrie,; it ?, umiethinp: to have clone 
till tlnn in a hh-tmie of less than ai\ty years; 
it is some fhino <** have* been hmSc.ipted and 
jcarc’ch.-f! hv the meat ’iliac hetav Thus is 
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what was accomplished by George Payne 
Rainsford James, who seems to have had as 
troublesome an experience with the critics as 
the more profound and philosophic Meredith, 
according to his letter to Ollier. He writes, 
from Willey House, near Famham, Surrey, 
on July 26, 1848: 

My dear Ollier, —I do not suppose that I 
shall be in town for a few days and I think in the 
meantime it would be better to send me down the 
sheets with any observations you may have to 
make. I shall be very happy to cut, carve, alter, 
and amend to the best of my ability. The " sum ” 
can only be described as " Heaven, Hell and Earth,” 
or if you like it better, "Upstairs, downstairs, in 
my Lady's Chamber.” But I suppose neither of 
these descriptions would be very attractive and 
therefore perhaps you had better put "The Sky, 
the hall of Eblis, South Asia. ” When it maketh 
its appearance you had better for your own sakp 
take care of the reviewing; for I cannot help think¬ 
ing that with the critics at least, my name attached 
to it, is likely to do it more harm than good, un¬ 
less friendly hands undertake the reviewing. The 
literary world always puts me in mind of the ac¬ 
count which naturalists give of the birds called 
Puffs and Rees (?) which alight in great bodies 
upon high Downs and then each bird forms a 
little circle in which he runs round and round. 
As long as each continues this healthful exercise 
on the spot he has first chosen, all goes on quietly; 
but the moment any one ventures out of his own 
184 
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circle, all the rest fall upon him and very often a 
general battle ensues. I wish you could do any¬ 
thing for my book Gowrie or the King's Seal. I 
have a good deal of money embarked in it. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. P. R. James. 

Thackeray begins his “Barbazure: by G. P. R. 
Jeames,” with this sentence: “It was upon one 
of those balmy evenings of November which 
are only known in the valleys of Languedoc 
and among the mountains of Alsace, that two 
cavaliers might have been perceived by the 
naked eye, threading one of the rocky and 
romantic gorges that skirt the mountain land 
between the Marne and the Garonne.” It is 
unfortunate for the memory of poor James 
that he should be forever linked with that famous 
“two horsemen" introduction. I have often 
thought of invading some library and making 
actual count of the number of times in which 
the pair of equestrian gentlemen served to open 
the story. The truth is that there was much 
good and little harm in those well-written ro¬ 
mances, and if some of our popular tales could 
be utterly destroyed, and the novels of James 
read in their place, the world might be consid¬ 
erably the better for it 
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olution of that year. It was written to Jerdan, 
the celebrated editor of the Literary Gazette: 

Gore House 
24 June, 1848. 

MY DEAR Jerdan, — I never was more sur¬ 
prised than in reading your note to the article 
from your French correspondent relative to Prince 
Louis Napoleon. How a person so candid and 
delicate with regard to meddling in the private 
affairs of individuals could refer to the pecuniary 
ones of Prince Louis does astonish me—were you 
better acquainted with him and his circumstances 
you would not have written the note to which I 
refer. Confiding in your discretion, I, who am 
perfectly an fait of his position will tell you the 
truth. Of the large fortune bequeathed to Prince 
Louis by his father, the late ex-King of Holland, 
he has only as yet been able to realize a small 
portion, owing in the first instance to the machina¬ 
tions of Louis Philippe exercised with the sovereigns 
in Italy to prevent the Prince from going there to 
look after his affairs, or to take possession of the 
fortune left him. Since then, the troubles in Italy 
retarded again the completion of different sales 
which have taken place, and a very large sum 
which is to be paid to him here has been delayed. 
Owing to this circumstance he wished to raise some 
money here, to maintain the punctuality of his 
engagements for which he has been through life 
proverbial. Amongst those engagements are the 
liberal pensions he allows to many old friends and 
dependents of his deceased parents. I can answer 
on my honour that he never sent, or intended to 
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send out! jiomiy for polinc.il pni|*o e.s to France, 
and if you had read his loiter of resiunotioii you 
would have seen that he did so hum mda'tiaituit 
at the rejHtrt that he had Haight Ins jtnpulonty. 

Believe me, yours \eiv truly, 

Cn>! ttOtts vv. 

D’Or.say, the handsome and attractive "dan¬ 
dy " of the day, painter, sculptor, and stpwv-in- 
waiting to lauly Blossington, was a favorite of 
Louis Nujioleon’s. The "most accomplished 
gentleman of our time,‘’as Lord Lytton ended 
him, had a wonderful rapacity tor contracting 
Iiecuniary obligations which he was unahh* to 
satisfy; a sort of aristocratic Miaow her he was, 
with what the late Gdlis I', Huntington, re¬ 
ferring to a well-known personage, termed "a 
chronic habit of betting on the warny horse”; 
and he was glad to seek refuge with Ids friend, 
" the Prince-President,' ’ in t.Npj. That faithful 
friend would have made him Minister to Han¬ 
over but for the opposition of Ids own minis 
try; and he actually did npj stint him ' Him tor 
of the Fine Arts,” Soon after, with all his 
debts and accomplishments uf*on him, D’Orsuy 
imssed away at the early aye of bfiv one, hav 
ing no doubt in that brief time lived a cen¬ 
tury. 

This note of Prime Napoleon indicates an 
interest in typography; 

iffl 
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i,t* {triii'-i* Naj>oh'*on desirerait que M, Colburn 
lut I'mculi ua : jH'i'iuit tJ ties ddTereus enraotfcres 
(Sana lm|inmene, 

.Jmim, 18 .W 

tj «. \U\ It**. 1 lot :»■' TSUUUr. 

Wc* have ant am*«*1 his " Li/./y " letters, and 
here is another one whu h throws n strong' litfhl 
uj»on tin* iwjwrial Km dish: 

Tru.euwN, fc* 8 ,,sey. 

Mtsum: 1 ; r U-V\, \ltih>me;h our Ides are 
ih.inro-.i. ii'«\ ath < turn |or \..U Will he tlu* same, 
.an! i !i“)u- v ><u «ill .*Uhuv i rely on iiic .n on your 
Ir.-.J .uiil ns< 1 .illri titiiiate It send 

\ oitr; siueervlv, 

X 

It i; not «]iUh tilt to driest one of the elements 
of rottenne i. tit I he strutlute oi that r«i-oe<r 
empire whit h tumbled into ruins at the first 
strono Mon horn the ritaluatf arm *4 Prussia. 

it util not do ha me to him.er amone; these 
relit n ol departed imperialism. They tell us 
that we ate I'rnvuw, t««* " imjterialh.tif" in 
this rejaihhe *4 urns, btvausr we are trying to 
make the in* 4 *4 a had harqain somewhere in 
the tar Hast, uhere autographs are unknown 
’ the result of a war at width we were all very 
mut h a-.toni ,}e*d when we suddenly found 
onrsehe. in the limit <4 u ( arid in whit h we 


"tumbled ’ hadh imtrl we warmed uj» to the 
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^aine. ft is the old story over anaiu i>f every 
nation which, after a tfetteraiion <>i jtcaee, yoes 
to lighting with an auuy educated hy die-.*, 
parades and savaye triliis, If was so with 
our tfreat neighbor oversea when she under¬ 
took to chastise the Boris, ii was • o with her, 
too, in the outset of the Crimean War, as any 
one may see who will read Kino,lake's graphic 
accounts of the wretelted wotk there when 
Fnylatid was endeavoring miehtih to j>our 
forth all her preat resoun*.*; in atd ol }»*> auny 
in southern Russia, hut with aiUom'dttty m 
cajiacity to accomplish ;tm adequate result. 
The bhmderini, 1 ; and eoutiriou tan sianvh 
be deserilK'd. Medical stoics wen- !«*ti to decay 
when men were dyijiy hy thou and tor want 
of them. “(treat eonstt'tnmnt . <4 1 »•>•!at 
rived, and were found to he all tot the Mi foot,’" 
There were frauds in the contra* ts }'.*t pnv,erved 
meats—“ canned beef" was not oij»-inal with 
us. “One man's preserved meat/’ ewburned 
Punch, "is another man's jh'imiu/’ 1 ) was 
llien that Florence Niuhtinpate, the daue,liter 
of a wealthy ICnylishman. won her lame by 
her wise and eflieimt development and tmmnvy- 
meat of the hospitals and the lone of trained 
nurses; and, as Just in McCarthy says, the Be 
ricva Convention and the hearing of the Red 

• Mvt.ioitv - 1 /r*vii.iit ^ n 

t§o 
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Cross are aniofip the results of her work in the 
Crimea. 

ihm our iht it tv Hnniish brothers thereafter 
sotjoftt it* avail of her as an advertisement ap- 
[icar.H from this letter, whieh is quite {Kithetio; 

,T«l,v iH«h). 

MV in-’\U Slit, ■ Mane thanks for your most 
knot letter I reesvi th.it, as you will perceive 
when t tell vmi that l have luvn an overworked 
invalid tor umie ihati .to years and for many, 
mam- veai . aim*> i eituielv a prisoner to my rooms 
from dim- • , them ! ■ no! the ■ mat lest ehanei* of 
tuv l*ciin- altie t" >e mu B.d.nliva eharqe tho* 
these t i nothin'.' I .tumid Ida* Mter ! am very 
aim-, a-; \ mi hi .h u* Sieve mv name, that I must 
aiiheie < o an, |o»*a old tide (ml to pin- it. But I 
am none the I. , diejily inti n- ,ted m vour muter 
t.ileie.', V»l 1 v t a til !ile ,, all inv old romradex 
tl'oiu the i'ojima >4 mv in .ot l*t,i v t teller ** me faith- 
ttdtv amt hoj.vtisiU voiii ‘.and hi dime v**tt thehiy.h- 
rt imer , , ’ NlUHTINBAt.K, 

fives) that i > 4d heaths!, utiimai',inative per¬ 
son win* *.ee-i in an autuemph letter only a 
iraoiueiit *4 failed paper with ureqnlnr traeintfs 
of ink, and < amiot iomprehend the sensations 
of the loile, t..( when he realties that he has 
be! on* him the a* tniil handiwork of the threat 
matt who made tit** a- hammy;, will sometimes 
itrant m, the ohh rv-inti that there is a merit, 
almut a honk ulm Ii hie; " asMteialinns," 1 

J*|t 
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cannot explain why this is so; jierhups he thinks 
he could write a better letter himself, whereas 
he knows that lie eoukl not make a book, and 
the book has a tangible ipialih, a sort of solid 
reality about it which appeals to his materialistic 
nature. I find that I can always arouse a 
gleam of intelligence when 1 show this jjerson 
such a book, while he will him a dull, lack¬ 
lustre eye upon a precious letter of John Keats, 
or one of Alexander Hoj*‘, or even a page of 
Dean Swift or Samuel Johnson. In my own 
few volumes of this kind, there is a held for very 
pleasant meditation- pleasant, at least, to me. 
They are not many, and w hen I j»ore over some 
of those catalogues 1 sigh and envy. 

That faded morocco hound cap octavo is an 
Knglish edition of /Wx /Wwix. edited liy James 
1 lummy; w ith no date in it, after the abominable 
custom of some Knglish publishers; containing 
some of the most execrable of illustrations, in¬ 
cluding one of a wretchedly elongated living 
in .a dressing-gown delivering an oration to an 
imiKissihle crow jtorched on an incredible bust. 
Hut it has on a tlv leaf these lines; '*< liven to 
Mrs. Benzon,- partly on account of the poetry, 
partly on that of the dedication at {tape 3 ,t, 
with all affectionate wishes of knltert i frmv ning, 
March ?, 67.” The dedication on natre u reads: 
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‘The Ihrama **C Bxile,'—to Miss Elizabeth Bar¬ 
ret Barret, of Bnglund, l dedicate this volume, 
with the most enthusiastic admiration and with 
the most sincere esteem, li A. P,” So we 
have the record of Browning's appreciation 
of our "original genius," the meteor who flashed 
so brightly and who fell so ignobly; and a loving 
memory of the woman whose name and fame 
are linked so closely with his own. 

There is a hook near it, which Tout has dressed 
in a delicate, greenish levant, almost reconciling 
one to the !<*:;>, of the original covers. 1 wonder 
why j tropic itemed tit destroying the old bind¬ 
ings, whith are as much a part of the book's 
Itcing as the printed pages themselves. It is 
railed L'/md/r.y to n Frmttl in Town, i'mlmntltt's 
FiU\ und tithrr / Wan, by t/handos Leigh Bsq., 
and Ix-ats the date " i.Hcte” On the title-- 
where no one should eves write, on pain of exile 
from the wot Id »>f good books--are the words, 
in Lamb's familiar hand. “than, launh the 
gilt of the author, 1 ' Leigh, who Iteeame U»rd 
U>igh later on, seems to have produced a quantity 
of verse in rather feeble imitation of his school¬ 
fellow* Byron, temtieml by masiouul reminis¬ 
cences of Pope, He begins his FfnstU’n : 

flow many years are gone since first we met 

In Town! the dav is welt remrmlieml yet. 
tot 


*» 
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They tlkl a go<xi deal of this sort of tiling in 
the early years <»f the Iasi century, and called it 
"{>oetry.” i cannot find that Leigh was at 
all intimate with the Lambs; lie was the s< >n of 
a wealthy M.l\,and consorted more with lords. 
His chief distinction is that he was named 
after his father, and ('hades Lamb wrote his 
autograph in my bwk. 

I cannot imagine what Carlyle could have 
been dome; with a Hebrew Hramntar in uS^.H; 
but then I am never astonished at anything 
about Carlyle. This shabby little b***«k linn is 
Intmlwtio ml (inunmnlititm lUhmimtn et 
Ckahhimim, printed " Clasguac, r;„n," has 
on its face, plainly written, "Thomas Carlvle, 
1828." It is said that it eame from the library 
of an old gentleman in Dumfries w ho asset ted 
that it wus one of several books whiilt Carlyle 
had given to him in his college da vs. { never 
took the trouble to investigate, for 1 learned 
that the old gentleman was dead, which seemed 
to preclude further inquiry. It d<x*s not seem 
to have been very carefully studied, and its 
pages are surprisingly clean when one con¬ 
siders that it is nearly two centuries old, 

No lover of books ran help bring attracted 
by Thomas Noon TalfourcL- a sound lawyer, 
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an eminent Justice of the Court of Common 
Pleu.H, t'ueud am! faithful editor ami biographer 
of Lamb, author of Ion : a Trolly, and, best 
of a!!, thf oriental of the immortal Traddle.s! 
Um was produced on May Jk Talhmrd’s 
forty iirst birthday, and it met with instant and 
brilliant Mice;.,,. All the sergeants *ut » law 
went it! a hodv, in compliment to their follow- 
sergeaid, and »J is said that they sat in one 
ho\, r\i opt Mr. Sergeant Wilde (afterwards 
Loid '1’tmoi, viho had a ho\ for himself and 
his tauulv Whethei they wore their wigs 
and <*o«ii, i < not in otthd, hut it must have 
heeit an nnpoMtty odd, allied the worthy 
law>ei , ueie undouhtedlv tmnuufortahle uti¬ 
le-is the i"• •% wa; mjtiMiallv huge. My eupy 
of Ion, ;i demv ctavo itt tadet! half calf, is of 
the fust odd leu, i,\;U, |.\ Ldwanl Mo.son, and 
there i-. in ant«-*i in it this letter, written to Moxtm 
on that eu-utlul lit.-it night : 

\IV in: \ u SiD, Will osi u-sid me two eopies 
«f i<»; llV til*' !>t i.'. l '* .Old W ill Volt ‘.tl|l with me 
alter the pi tv nt the. i-.riitm;, m U'u.. .elt Square? 

Man., i.iithtulh, 

l: nn i , T. ,\*. T.VI i ot HD. 

IIinrul.A, Shfh M'4*v 

Mivi Mitfoui , av. that Tulfnmd's head was 
quite tmlieil bv Vamtv njmjt the StHWXH of 
ion, but ! do not believe it it is nut iri 

ms 










Meditations of an Autograph Co Hoc tor 


accordance with his kindly disposition anti 
amiable character. I do riot put much couth 
deuce in the assertions of that sump old maid. 
Did she not write this?' 

Wti.it tlisencltiiilini' thimps the e ,itil*>» r.ijdis 
arc! When I was at CbOon mv friend Mr Johnson 
f»rmi«ht to show Miss .fames same Amen* an 
natures. . . . Atimnu t them was a cone-ip *ntb 
eat of < tencral Washi nylons, Wa-dunyton was a 
Virginian, remember, and they are a!! l»or ;e jock 
cys, . . . and this series of letter* from the nival 
patriot eontains as notable an eudea\or to " <to *' an 
aequamtaiuv in tin* sale of an Kmjish home ns 
ever figured in the annals of Newmarket. I h.oe no 
Ureat fancy for tlie celebrated pei m»jue .turn 

He was much too odd and t ak nlntme tor me. 

And then she admits huvinp hepped the auto- 
graph of- Daniel OVotmell • for " a preat num ” 
she thinks him ■ and the only other thing she 
wants is a sifyuttiirv of Napoleon! It seems to me 
that tliis lady’s testimony Is pretty .-ujecessfullv 
imiieaehed. We find Iter writing tMav .50, : 

Talfourd thinks no prai e half enough; talks 
still of acting tlic part huir.cH at a 'tnal! theatre; 
and would lie capalile *4’ !mvim; ticket•> to till the 
house fur .a week provided he took! m that wav 
keep it going for that time at (’■ went t iardeu. 
Vmt have no notion of our joor fn.'iid'tiemeiidotts 
intlation. ... Of me he fttram ;k- jenbut-i, 

• ki/e nf itarv A'iowM M'.th'ui, n jHj 
tnh 
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It is not difficult to set* which urn* of the two 
war. “ jealous." The poor, tonceited. self-compla¬ 
cent little woman hot toys the truth in every line. 
And stot \erv lone afterwards we find her 
bentfhih :i frank from " Mr. Sergeant Tulfmtrd." 
Hut any one who would accuse George Wash- 
iue;t"n of nunc, !<• eheat a muti itt a horse-trade 
is cup tide oi a!m<>:.t auvtluiHT. 

\ observe that Mr. Warwick Wroth, itt his 
article «»tt Mias Milford itt the lUtiiotutry of 
Xatnuui! IU<>}i>isf'h v, tefer.s to the production 
of her tuivcih o! Wien;: at Unity l.aue in 
ttS,.’S, when- n wa . a» fed thirtv four times, and 
<iav "It; mi. . e t an ,»•»! a teinjHitary 
ness hem cm i Mo . Muioid and her friend 'I'al 
foitrd. who lion ied ilia! his hm, uhi< h was 
bein', ; loaned ;ti the > amc tittle, wan tut’ 
du!v uevjei ted flii iitudi joijtularity.” 

A*. I'in w.i < not piodu. < >1 until nearlv riyhl 
yeat » !a(*‘t, \l» W:oth mir.i he mistaken. 

Of this Mijtyei, to ulmli Mor.ott was united, 
t iahf»* h’obtt, ...a mo, i 

,\h,: v ,'ur*i U i<St a jmjI' of fuaid ; Words. 
«..!di, I.mA.m im ! >v iih.T, 1 Jo* |.*ltd e.-\ A. At • 

t ,»ttt in!* 4 he to •,! jt, itt .*oi,>lit <• ot Talfouid's 
/<»; at t Mlrltl 1 i.ud' a 1'tie Ml. < o M . oitiplele, 
Hlko Tom .md \1 .m«' »4v u«o- loudly applauded, 
and tie- .csth.** Is.,0 cr<»v te.es.*ti to he -,att..ticd 

1 I h... .f ,, III t|ls 

at; 
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After the jierformuuee tie i/avr a :-up]ter. largely 
attended hy actors, lawyer,-'., and dr.un.tsi av 1 .sat 
by Mias Tree, and near Miss Mittonl " raUmird'.-. 
health ” was t*iveii by Mncto.tdv. u is>< a health 
Talfourd promised after returnin'; than'.*:. 

Mac ready gives a detailed and interesting 
account of this same evening' whieh is t««* 
long for quotation. Hut it is worth nut me that 
at supper at the (larriek Chib si week later 
"Talfourd replied to the encomiums passed 
on him with great animsition, alluding to his 
esirly love for the drsmtsi, fits intrust for Mis* 
Milford, and his friendship for me j Maeready) 
whom he eulogized very warmly,"* So that 
while this small minded, envious " female ” 
was chattering to her friend,; about Tallow'd’;, 
"jealousy" of her- "so inflated with vauitv 

and so hitter with envy".Talfourd was sound. 

ing her praises arid testifying; to his appreeia 
tion of her merits. Before we say good hye to 
the lady, let her sjieak for herself in her letter 
to B. R llaydon, whieh is po,tmarked ” j.Heo 

Turn i: Min t m >*>r. , 

My DBAH PtttBXfr, Bn* lo rd urn will tind a 
frond scolding for Marv Atme Bray don't k, v p 
her if she does not suit don't k«’»;t her a moment 
out of compliment to her M-ter 01 my >-11 Hen 

1 n, 41. 
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rietta is quite enraged at her ill conduct. So am I. 
I rejoice to hear what you say of your historical 
commissions. But don't give up portraits yet! 
Beat them out of their yell! Make them recant! 
You can and you will if you go on. Miss James 
says of mine “ That it is a very finely painted pict¬ 
ure, strikingly like and with an expression that 
none but you would have known how to have 
given ''— at once the truth and most forcible. 
What a capital description of the Gymnastics! 
You are such a man! Do tell me what Fuseli said 
of Wilkie. It shall be safe upon honour. Very 
sorry for Ugo Foscolo, I don't very well know why 
though for there was more of pretence than real¬ 
ity in any of his doings that I ever saw. Fuseli 
is a loss. I am very anxious about poor Mr. Bay- 
ley's play which is coming out tonight. God bless 
you, my dear friend—have had visitor upon visitor 
till I have not a moment to spare and I wish Mary 
Anne to get her sister's lecture as soon as may be. 
Say everything for us to your dear and lovely wife. 

Ever most faithfully yours 

M. R. MlTFORD. 

The papers say that Mr. Macready is bringing 
out a play of Mr. Knowles. If so he has served a 
certain Captain Smith as ill as he has me! He is 
a pretty fellow! Once again my dear friend, God 
bless you! 

The absence of a date, the presence of a post¬ 
script, and the spiteful fling at Macready are 
quite characteristic. She seldom had a good 
word for any one who did not flatter her con¬ 
tinuously. 
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There is something sad in the story of Thomas 
Campbell, whose life opened with such bright 
promise and closed in clouds and gloom. The 
Pleasures of Hope made him famous at twenty- 
one. The duodecimo, dressed in cracked old 
calf, whose pages I am turning, is of the fifth 
edition, published in Edinburgh in 1801. Upon 
the back of the dedication Campbell has written: 
"To his sister Mary Campbell from the author. 
It is almost unnecessary to say with what cord¬ 
ial affection the giver presents this token of 
esteem.” As we glance rapidly over the pages 
our eyes catch glimpses of old friends—“The 
wolf's long howl from Oonalaska’s shore,” 
“Warsaw’s last champion from her height 
surveyed,” and 

Hope for a season bade the world farewell 

And Freedom shriek’d—as Kosciusko fell I 

But, with the exception of "Hohenlinden”—that 
"drum and trumpet thing”—“Lochiel,” and 
“Gertrude of Wyoming,” with a few lyrics, his 
writings decreased in merit as he grew older, 
and degenerated into mere hack-work. Yet he 
wrote lines which will always live. " ’Tis dis¬ 
tance lends enchantment to the view,” "Com¬ 
ing events cast their shadows before,” "The 
sentinel stars set their watch in the sky,” bear 
out the remark of the Quarterly that Campbell 
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had "acquired the* immortality of quotation." 
All these familiar verses conic back to one when 
he stands by Campbell';; tomb in Westminster 
Abbey, when* he lies near to Addison. Sheridan, 
anti Charles Dickens, 

The translations of Dante hv Henry Francis 
Cary and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow are 
{terhafw the best of the blank verse form, but 
they seem to impatt an overstrained dignity and 
stateliness to tin* poems, They do not npjteal 
to me tit am wav as much as the version of 
Thomas William Pa ism is, who successfully 
combined the ■ omewhat incongruous pursuits 
of liteialme and dents ,t*\, Parsons tianslated 
otdy the /«/.•; n>>, tin* < oinplete wot I. appranui*; 
in 1 *%/. The tie .» ten »autos Uete published 
in Do .ton m tXj.i by William D Tt. kuor. Par¬ 
sons attempted but attetwards rejected the 
triple rbvtne, ami adopted “the stately and 
solemn quatiam, the stau/a of Dtav anti of 
Dryden/' be* me,.-, as he wtote, "this ts the 
nearest aj p»oa< h to the lengthened harmony 
of the Italian (n . n miw wlmh is recognized 
by Dm;!' It ea: . " Mv cope of this fust edition 
is inset t!»*d ” To Ilemv Lord Hi one,bam and 
Vans,, with the bumble regards of the Trausht- 
tor. I It is it si, t S, A ” It is further endeared 
to me by a letter wlm h ! was fortunate enough 
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to find a few years a<*;o, soon after ! 'arsons’* 
death. It is one of those appreciative letters 
of Holmes, and I am sflad that it has found a 
resting-place between the oiuis of my hoi^i 

u<i vtt vuis s Sr, 
-SV/.J »,• )A»7 

MV ItKVK Jl'MiStr\S], I have So . Hot the 
heatitiful volume and ihoiteh 1 have n«n \,-i had 
time to read ti thnmph, I have iv.u! enoii ;h to ap 
preeiute the shill aint the jtoetn oi !». ,mtv w ith vvlueh 
you have finished \osn trail hit?*>tt It r; a meat 
honor to our t itv and emmi) v and a plot*! oi the 
rapid u rowtli of our i of) me that two ar h v< r son . 
ns your own and ConyleHow ‘a aij.inld tie earn 
to the ptthhe in the tom e <»j the ..ms- mu 1 
eaunoi help thiuknn* !ti it h uill n nd/i the 
other more mteivotme,, The dstn* nltie . *4 the test 
are so jjreat that two or sine,- independent ivu 
derinf's of it wall he mo. I ,«e. ept.ddr to ,d! tin- mot-*' 
interested and le; • piohmudlv tn ti m n-d tkt-. > of 
readers, tint ! do not w*>udn ,a tfo .*• wont ■>, 
“ Tantu.s labor." To keep :.<> * to .*■ to tin- t ,ntd 
yet to turn it into hanitomou . ami tdt><mult> Km: 
lish verse was a ta .k wineli impht well keep von 
busy for year.;. I feel atm* dial \on will pet hmiur 
and t hojR* profit for \our hutldul and odtmiuhle 
performance. 

I am reminded that J had \oin name on one 
of my proof sheet.-. a dav or two ,»r.o m < nime. tnm 
with a leas imjiortaut hut ..till a j4e.»-„n,» htetarv 
effort. Somewhere, many >eara aeo jrrhap; 
in Putmm'a \higtuim\ yon pave a w.-jideilul 
description of die smell of i i, tiou day or hide 
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pendemv <l.i\ im the t«»mmuii. t was referring 
to that your name was aetually hel'nie mo on my 
table when the volume e.uue, 

I thank you heartily fur your beautiful gift, 1 
thank you fur tin., now ami noble addttion to our 
literature, 1 thank you for |uUj that you have 
done m literature, tm hiding j**h-iun which for 
tenderness. grut e, miese ami tini*.h<d art may 
rank with the be .j of mu or ativ other period. 

Helieve me, niv dear | l‘arsons |, 
lsuthhn.lv yours, 

O, VV Hut mp:s, 

I find in tin* my tor Oetober, hjiii, an 
arti* !e on Larsons by Matin S. I’mtet, in whieli 
this letter is given in full, with a few tritium, 
vet ha l variant es ; and tin* author snvs that she 
is “ the futtunafi* j.o-, ,o of it," ! think she 
is mistaken, and that she has a copy, At nil 
events, I«v letter is dated " nNfe/" and hers 
" tXb<)." J’at .on , pubis her! l»i;. turn slutinn in 
tXf*7, and it i; not hkelv that lInline: 1 , would 
write ni it a', a lei ent wmh two \ears after its 
jtrodia lion, lu ntv let ha the name " Parsons" 
hn?< been eta vd, ai il ilie m\mu had taken the 
pjeeaiitiou Jo chat e it before giving the letter 
to si >jue Ineud, l'h** pu/.de is intem-ting to n 
rolUvtor, hut doubtless to no one else. 

Thnjnem, fat little volume in old blue morm* 
c«, printed in Loudon In John Field in thjy, is 
Smith Suldoie»‘s l hide, wlmlt ,4a* presented to 
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James Ballantyue with her autograph iuscrijv- 
tion; and BaHnntyne nave it to Christina Hu. 
garth, t lie sister of Mrs. Charles Uickens. adding 
his autograph also. It is a singular history, 
and one eaunot help feeling a soil of reverence 
fora hook which lias passed through such hands. 

There remains one more hook of " associa¬ 
tions” to he inspected Indore we close the ehajv- 
ter — Theodore Hook's eopv of Shub-sJ^inv. 
1 have Ix’en spelling the name " Shake peare " 
according to the varying notions of others. and 
I am now selling it to suit invself. This 
is the Chiswick edition, in one small volume, 
printed by C Whittinyhum ui is in the 
finest of tyjH'- so tine that it ime.ht almo.{ 
ben Bronte manuscript. Honk eudentlv dis¬ 
covered that it lacked what even - hook de icrvmg 
the name should always have an tnde\ and 
he has written one on a blank leaf, in he. own 
easily deciphered handwriting. There are also 
two curious pen-and-ink sketches, teprr a-nting 
a gentleman and a lady of the middle nine¬ 
teenth century, so arranged that when the pages 
are folded the parties appear to he -.tout, even 
corpulent, but when the sUeUhe.. an.- unfolded 
the subjects present them elec > lean and emi 
neatly *' genteel." 1 do not tare very much for 
this volume, because there is nothing attractive 
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to me about Mr. Theodore Hook. He may have 
been a wit; he certainly made it a profession to 
be funny; but he was guilty of perpetrating what 
are known as “practical jokes,” a most vulgar 
and repulsive form of supposed humor. After 
reading the accounts of some of his exquisite 
feats of coarseness and brutality, one is not 
surprised to know that Hook was a shameless 
defaulter, who grossly betrayed an important 
public trust. The kindly Lockhart attempted 
to say a good word for him, but was compelled 
to own that he lacked “ every quality especial¬ 
ly characteristic of a high-minded man.” Fort¬ 
unately his ephemeral productions are all for¬ 
gotten, and if it were not for occasional mention 
in contemporary “diaries” and “memoirs,” the 
name of the author would be buried in like 
obscurity. 





xm 

I T may not be generally known, but I an¬ 
nounce it with pardonable pride, that the 
autograph-manuscript-collecting cult is one of 
the most ancient in the world and is almost coeval 
■with historic man. I am not aware that it was 
prevalent in the Stone Age, but it certainly 
existed among the Greeks in the palmy days 
of their civilization. It is related that the third 
Ptolemy refused to supply the starving Atheni¬ 
ans with wheat unless he was allowed to borrow 
the original manuscripts of dischylus, Sophocles, 
and Euripides, in order that he might make 
copies of them. Ptolemy gave his royal Egyp¬ 
tian word that they should be safely returned, 
and deposited fifteen talents as security. The 
value of the talent varied so much from time 
to time that I do not know how much of our 
currency this amount would represent, but we 
will call it fifteen thousand dollars. Ptolemy 
made his copies, and then, like any enterprising 
and unscrupulous collector, kept the originals 
and sent back the transcripts, cheerfully for- 
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feitimr the fifteen talents. This was what one 
mhtht call u " forced sale," hut 1 think l should 
have done the same thim,;. It served the Athe¬ 
nians ni;ht. for they oupht to have starved he- 
fore partiny with tlu-ir autograph manuscripts. 
I never lend and I tuner borrow. 1 do not bor¬ 
row, because 1 know the temptation; and 1 do 
not lend, because I know the infirmities of our 
kind, 

l Veto wan an enthusiastic collector, as were 
al-'O the t on-ad -Mnciatius and l.ihauius the 
Sophist. 1 he \ ouni'er 1 ’liny tells its of a tine 
autiep.iphic " deal " which the elder Pliny miyht 
hare made it he had, po.eased a meieautile 
instinct. I wi Ji 1 knew what became of ail 
their > olio finm,. \t* doubt they wete destroyed 
when the Mevandnan labiate wan burned, 
for that convenient Sue mvouuh; for the dis- 
api»’araiH e ut ahuo ,t eveiv preaxistiny papyrus 
which i mmol now he found, Alt this inf*irma- 
tion, and mm h mme of the preutest value, the 
impnrhsp student will find in S* off and l>avey\s 
elahtdate < *»!«/** to tkv ( 'ulUrtnt, nhieli was 
pttbh dtetl m London in nSut. With this rtvonf 
before uwe *oe i..mevvliat surprised at the 
assertion oi Mi. Fudeia k Aether* lift or, jrr- 
haps, it i, dr •■ttli'Uim; *4 one hi*hard Sims, 
"of the I Inti h Museum,'’ who "edited" a 
Hand {took to Antv)<jaf>lv., published in iMbi 
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— that the taste for collect inc; autograph writ¬ 
ings is *' generally Iwlievud to have originated 
in Germany, about the middle of the sixteenth 
century"! All that l have to say about that 
statement is that the man win* will hvhcve it 
will believe anything. 

A good, well-authenticated manuscript of 
Sophocles or of Kuriptdes would, no doubt, 
command a very fair price at a Hum's, Libbie, 
or I lenkels sale. Hut we must give up sueh 
dreams and he content with mme modern treas- 
ttres, whose genuineness is beyond question. 
We are not to he imj«» ; ed u|«»n, Ida* M, 
Chasles, the first geometrician of France, if 
not of the world, who let Viuiu l.uca*; palm 
off on him a multitude of fabrications, including 
three letters from Cleopatra to t ato, one from 
Lazarus after his resurrection, and one from 
Judas Iseariot to Murv Magdalene all on 
pajRtr and in the best of Ft each! 

It m a modest collection, but we know that 
each sjH'cimen is exactly what $? purjMts to U\ 
and a few of them may deserve consideration. 
The pretty little volume, whose full brown mo 
rocco covers and red edges are profusely ornu 
mented with the golden f?e«r </e ly\ of France, is 
the Munuxrit Autmlra /die de Mme, tie Main- 
tenon vt de Melte lfonmah\ consisting of /«- 
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structions Spirituelles donntes ft Mme. de Main- 
tenon et ft la Duchesse de Bourgogne par leurs 
Directeurs de Conscience. There are fifty-nine 
pages in the bold and almost masculine hand¬ 
writing of Madame, written, it would appear, 
in or about March, 1691, and more than a hun¬ 
dred pages in the smaller and more feminine 
characters of Mademoiselle. Most of the latter 
seem to be intended for the edification of “Ma¬ 
dame Marie Adelaide de Savoye,” who became 
the wife of the Due de Bourgogne, Louis XIV.’s 
grandson. 

It must have been extremely gratifying to 
the learned and virtuous “directors of con¬ 
science,” this addressing of moral platitudes 
and grave homilies to the mistress of the Grand 
Monarch. The admonitions to the Duchess 
were indited in 1696, the year in which the 
little Italian princess, at the age of eleven, 
came to France to marry the Duke, who had 
then attained the maturity of thirteen years. 
The Princess left a gracious memory behind 
her, which is more than can be said of her bad 
old son Louis XV. This small book of “ Avis,” 
"Dialogue,” and "Spiritual Instructions” is 
probably a product of the institution of St. Cyr 
—" a girls’ school, a convent for young ladies 
of rank, and a good work and recreation for 
Mme. de Maintenon,” as Saint-Beuve calls it. 
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I cannot quite make out who the little "Melle 
Daumale ” was who acted as scribe for her 
Royal Highness, but I know that she must have 
been little because her handwriting is so dainty. 
Some time when I have abundant leisure I 
will toil through those interminable memoirs 
of the period of Louis Quatorze and perhaps 
I may discover her. She could not have been 
the Mile. Daumale who married the King of Por¬ 
tugal, for that event occurred long before 1691. 1 


When Tom Moore was exiled in Paris, on 
account of the defalcation of that rascally deputy 
of his in Bermuda, he began a poem which he 
intended to call " Alciphron.” It was one of 
the pleasing customs of that day to give to a 
popular literary man a shameless sinecure, an 
office whose duties he was expected to neglect 
systematically, while he drew the salary with 
commendable regularity. All things have their 
compensations, and robbery by assistants was 
the usual drop of bitterness in the cup of ease. 
Moore fled, but his affairs were finally settled 
by Lord Lansdowne, and the poet acted most 
honorably. As to the poem, he found it un- 

1 My friend Mr. F. Wheeler, of Aumale to the Due de 
of London, tells me that he is Maine, and it descended 
sure that she was a daughter through a granddaughter of 
of the Due de Maine. Louis the Due de Maine to the 
XIV. presented the territory House of Orleans. 
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satisfactory, and he converted it into his single 
serious prose fiction. The Epicurean, which was 
given to the world in 1827. The edition of 1839, 
which Turner illustrated, has the “Alciphron” 
added in an appendix. 

This manuscript of The Epicurean, which is 
kept on the top of the old-fashioned cabinet 
in the north corner, has been clothed by Rivi&re 
in a becoming but not gaudy dark-green levant, 
and it is evidently that which passed through 
the hands of the printers. It is not the manu¬ 
script of the whole book. There are 211 pages 
in the edition of 1839, and this " copy ” begins 
at page 47, ending abruptly at page 194. It 
shows on its face that, however smooth and 
easy the flow of Moore's style may be, he correct¬ 
ed much and altered much as he wrote. 

It is amusing to observe the delightful self- 
complacency with which the little man chronicles 
in his Diary all the nice things which were said 
to him about his “novel"; how Lord John 
Russell liked it greatly, but was “ sorry he had 
not made a poem of it"; how Lady Georgina 
wept profusely at its pathos; how Lord Strang- 
ford praised it—Tommy “dearly loved a lord.” 
He received from the Longmans still more sub¬ 
stantial marks of appreciation—to wit, more 
than £700—and the little romance seems to have 
been translated into several foreign languages. 
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To be candid, il npjwars lo m to lie rather 
poor stuff. Tuine calls it "a pivtte Keyptian 
tale." and then* is, much in it which may be 
considered pictnnwpie, but it would limt no 
readers lo - day. .\bune was not a scholar, 
and his knowledge of the tuanneis of the tune 
which lie attempted to pmitay was altogether 
snjierficiul, while he was wholly uptonmt of 
the philosophy which his hero was sup|«»set| 
to represent. T. I.. iVaeoeU scored him tun 
mercifully in the H estminster, of which no 
mention is math* in the Unify, while a lauda¬ 
tory article in IMnekimul in sudahly acUrtoui 

In this venture the amiable jtoot went a little 
beyond his depth, lie was best in what Mrs. 
Oliphimt styles bis "eouteetinnarv compost- 
turns," and in the writing o} words to musie. 
The Irish Melinites were bis muster paves, and 
his Nath nut l Melinites me not to In- slighted. 
'I'hat Inri'e, thin tjttmlo, which Bedford has 
bound in a painfully uyiv lie.ht prn-n morocco, 
contains some of tin* National MelMies, with 
autograph words and music in part by Moore 
“'Tis the Vita*," " Mv harp has one unchain 1 ; 
intf theme," "Love and Hope," '’I've a secret 
to tell thee," and other comjwitions etpudlv 
profound and.soul-stir rim-, l will not guarantee 
that the music is in Moore’s handwriting. for it 
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may he in that <<t Ihiuy Mishap, who arranged 
it iVat;n'ns '-'.ay it is MooreX and l never 
douht Pearsons; it 1 did, I should he drifting 
(ram m.v moorings. 

T.'tti Mt'ua* was a dune.. tie fellow, f<md of his 
wife ami family. jiosiiw; in verse as a naughty 
man; a sarnyr who .mm*; eutraneiugl.v without 
am' vain- urn!hv at the name; ami a poet who 
wrote i human,;!v with te;y little of the divine 
spat k oi !.n oat Alino,! evervhodv likei! hint, 
ami shut v.u . she mam .,r» vet of his vogue, 
lie. file v.a . a Papin one, r\rept in the closing 
ven win'll iai .;>*f Mine, tm w hit h he was in no 
v,.i\ t*> hUm the end of his rami', 

Thw maun mtpi of l h*» n11 h’v' ev "Curse of 
Kehanta " lonsatir. the rutin* poem in auto¬ 
graph. eli i j'S i t u y _ j f.o t V\II . “The Cate of 
Padaion." ami pint smv,, "The Amreeta." 
Souther worn- a unguiatlv maiehil, ele?'m»t 
Inmd, ah**;'* thei hiei.uy in tin «h;naider, tia 
ought he o',;..-, ted <4 one whom Muon tidied 
"the onh- emting mine nun of letteis." It 
Smai.itM. rn! *! n ■ . ■ tvem ; o: i tigm, ,er. and 
O'! it i . tin -totmih', li-at«!e I he manuscript 
ih *pnV lor iiotti eta-tor ■ and intei lineal ions, 
hut the anthof ’ erias *o have e‘.fiett»*fi«'«*il some 
dutH'i , of Salt!*! i*) ire.mi to the unn*durtorv 
. 1 < . *!u !.'!( o I \ I • 11 ie 
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Midnight, and yet no eye 
Thro’ all the Imperial City clos’d in sleep. 
Behold her streets ablaze 
With lights that seem to kindle the red sky. 
The myriads roaming thro’ the crowded waysl 

Robert Southey was a most industrious man, 
noble, generous, and high-minded. He de¬ 
ceived himself as to the greatness of his epics, 
which he thought would make him immortal— 
those “great, decorative machines,” 1 “Madoc,” 
"Thalaba,” “Kehama,” “Roderick.” His ver¬ 
sification was largely of his own invention, 
and violated all precedent. “Kehama” was 
the best of his long poems, became popular in 
its day, and presents a glowing and ornate 
view of the Hindoo mythology. He began it in 
1801, under the title of “Keradin,” but aban¬ 
doned it for a time, finally bringing it forth 
in 1810. He himself said of it: “Few persons 
will like 'Kehama. 5 Everybody will wonder 
at it: it will increase my reputation without 
increasing my popularity. A general remark 
will be, what a pity I have wasted so much 
power.” 

Crabbe Robinson records what Charles Lamb 
said of it after the first reading. Lamb liked it 
better than any of Southey’s long poems. The 
descriptions he thought beautiful, particularly 

1 Taine. 
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the finding of Kailyal by Ereenia. He liked 
the opening and part of the description of hell, 
but, after all, he was not made happier by read¬ 
ing the poem. “ There is too much trick in it. 
The three statues and the vacant space for 
Kehama represent a pantomime scene, and 
the love is ill-managed.” He thought it, how¬ 
ever, infinitely superior to “ Thalaba.” Cer¬ 
tainly the address to Love, beginning. 

They sin who tell us Love can die; 

With life all other passions fly. 

All others are but vanity, 

is a noble passage, deserving of remembrance. 

I could never understand why Southey should 
have chosen as a motto for his “ Kehama ” the 
rather undignified saying, “Curses are like 
young chickens: they always come home to 
roost.” To be sure, he had it turned into so¬ 
norous Greek by Coleridge, and thus inscribed 
it (with the English original), upon the first 
page of the book, accrediting it to an apochry- 
phal source: AtrofyO. Avex. tov TvXieX. tov Mijt. 
It was one of the wise saws of his half-witted 
half - uncle, William Tyler, who was a sort of 
playmate of his boyhood, and whose quaint 
speeches lingered in his mind in later years. 
But I think that the motto is not quite in keep¬ 
ing with the epic. 
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In toiling through these elnfotruif pages of 
Bust - Indian loro am! imagery, our cannot 
help having an inclination to ayuv with Lamb 
when he said; " I never read hooks of travel, 
at least not farther than Parts or Koine. ! can 
just endure Moors Uvause oi then eannexion 
as foes with Christians: hut Abvssmians, 
Hthiops, Bsipiimaux, I trrvises, and all that 
tribe l hate. ... I ant n Chustmn, Bug* 
lishmun, bmdonei. Templar,” 

In all the relations of life Southey was ad¬ 
mirable, even in the matter of atmwetmg his 
corresjxmdents. Iloumeune ’-.at, that Wifoieon 
let all letters lie unopened h»c m\ weeks, in 
which time most of them had I wen answered 
by events; and Mr, Samuel jours Tilden. that 
most modest. amiable, attuu five, and unselfish 
of American j»ol»tit ians, is iej*osted to have 
followed this example C* drudge, anonling to 
De Quineey, had even a .simpler method, he 
ofiened none and answered none. Hut Sou¬ 
they replied to every letter at once and with 
out a moment's delay/ for he was a gentle* 
man, and reflected the feelings of others, Ilia 
kinillv nature may Ik* discerned m h»-i famous 
remark that a house is never jterfet tly furnished 
for enjoyment unless there is in d "a club! 
rising three years old and a kitten using six 

1 ^Millin', I* MJ 

it 6 














Meditafcionn of an Autograph Collector 

weeks.' Some of hi,-*, loiters, says [louden, arc 
written "as il Ins whole h tininess in life were 
that of .sectetary »*!' teline affairs in <ireta ilalt," 
We mav pav. In 1st; " Thalaba,” his " Rod¬ 
erick," and he; '* Kehatna " amend, and marvel 
at hi:-’, infatuation with his must pretentious 
production:;; hut the man who wrote the " Bat¬ 
tle of 1 lleuheitH ’’ and the never to he forgotten 
"Stoiy of the Thus* Hears" the Croat little 
Hear, the Middle Swed Hear, and the Small 
Wee Hear s • mne <>| a la .tiny plate in the 
alfet iion , of .dl I hv.■ h-.h .peaksne; people. 

Wiitten on thiee hundmi eso>mous .sheets of 
blue papr:, seventeen no !»■ , hv eleven, hound 
in " hall jed an*;.-. m> e\S?a/‘ w the mamwrript 
of a nmr! >*t the i Her Hama:; one ot Ins least 
known uo;L lulled !e, she midniinhlv Kuelijdi 
nan.e ot /dd<n Is j, * ho m* v ot a dm*, and 
1 lin k t- iho i mO',*' m, fhe spaniel heio. The 
hook e; sn'j.ed usd dated, " Hie; le j \ou mlm, 
i\ 5 lienre.i tin sun \ 1 Hinas " U bother tlti; 
is one «4 the missii >ous tales in wht>h he had 
the ;ed III a re;,ue r»;t» ,*u, 1 hin«w eat , hut if he 

• 1)1, lie ,n lea,! did lif. ov, M tiam. iibion, for 
die maun .< opt w i . ad wnnn h\ da* same 
pri-on, as.I (if a }.» * • *d.> «-oo who aimed it, 
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chiding a part of the Spit it *7 /#> A:y. It » 
a sadly disorderly scrawl. This paper, “On 
Corporate I Indies,” begum hbe a Populist plat- 
form; M lWj*orau* bodies are more enmipt and 
profitgau* than individuals because tln-v have 
more fHnvor to do mischief and urn W.s ame 
nnble to shame or punishment," A disagree 
able follow this ni;m llu/litt must have Sieei* 

.selfish, seSf-eonsduns. Mupseiutr; ami ra.aly 

offended; quarrelling with aim* *;<* eveiy one; 
dogmatic beyond f tel tel; a simpleton about 
women; const, mtk devnmrd bv an ingrained 
ill temper. It is true that Hu* ensile beard'd 
l«amb railed him "in Ins natural and healthy 
state, one of the finest and vt i ,e: ,J . jm i*, ; breath¬ 
ing.” We ran pardon the talar lie,me tor the 
generosity of the tubule, but lln.dii! mud have 
been customarily in an wmatnnd and an un¬ 
healthy state. In his wretched l.Pht .Ihwkw 
he presents to us a mu t unpleasant aide of his 
character. 

Why should Wordsworth have made a pone 
version of the "Fane ilwvu ’“{ Sfine are 
etghty-fivc* closely written b-Uo jvn'e'-, all Item¬ 
ing at the top the date, like a day booh, be 
ginning on September lb. i.H }$, and ending on 
Septemlier 30 in the same year. Most of, the 
lincs slant queetly tipwaid Slum leit to light. 
It scarcely smna to lane b«vu worth while 

2t« 
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for a man of sixty-five, a poet with enduring 
fame, to waste valuable time on such a task. 

The autograph collector does not, as a rule, 
fare very well at the hands of the literary person. 
It is true that old Isaac d’Israeli gives us a grave 
little essay on “ Autographs ” in the fourth vol¬ 
ume of his Curiosities of Literature , beginning 
with this solemn utterance: “The art of judg¬ 
ing of the character of persons by their hand¬ 
writing can only have any reality when the 
pen, acting without restraint, becomes an in¬ 
strument guided by and indicative of the nat¬ 
ural dispositions." But he confines himself 
in his comments to a few of the sovereigns 
of England. Poe's well-known “Chapter on 
Autography,” degraded at the outset by a feeble 
kind of hoax, made him a few additional ene¬ 
mies, which was a matter of little consequence 
to him. He says, very truly but not very strik¬ 
ingly: “The feeling which prompts to the 
collection of autographs is a natural and ra¬ 
tional one”; and thereupon he proceeds to 
discuss the handwriting of a hundred or so 
of his contemporaries, as exhibiting their re¬ 
spective characters — showing his verdancy 
by generally choosing only signatures for 
study. He succeeds fairly well except when 
he yields to some of his bitter prejudices, and 
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then he thrusts in the knife ant! turns it ruth* 

kssly. 

Tom Moore makes just eompiaint of one 
of the most insidious hums of unm*,qaph hunt- 
in#?. "The application t., me tor autographs 
becomes a set ions tmisune, ' he antes in No- 
vember, iNy, " mote especially in its new form 
of asking «jnesti«>us; thee question;,, too, lieing 
generally such as one ran hauilv in common 
civility lUviine uteaveung/" One ran sym¬ 
pathize with Moou* in the nithrtion, hut we 
must resell t the stiver of a chailatan like tieorgc 
Augustus Sain, who takes <* canton to say: 

With the mtjxthu ts.*n ».f ne j#t .tage 

stamjts awl cheap po*,?.e:r n.,»-ll, i .one .mother 
great revolution m the v Pmo *1 > mo- itoitdemc, 
Peers and Member - * ot P,oli,iuti*u«, v,.-»e no lunger 
impomtued for " trank,, " b*im ; tiro .iiUoptaphs 
covering the «n:.t ut }««.tney, .on! the "frank 
hunter "prarlii.illv <h ;»{>}«aod. to }«■ t<- n iitated, 
however, in another us .uimUoI!, ,■ ihe present 
and ojuallv objectionable Xubuuoph {.'irnd,* 

Lowell amir- to have begun an essay on 
autographs, hut he did tmt i ompMo it, as it 
is not to he found among his i ndi > ted works. 
He speaks of if inn letter to Mr, f Indian,' where 
he says that lm was "drawn **ff" from it, and 

tit* >, ft. sMt 

M» 


1 Diary, vil. 3®, 
•Lctfm;, L Mh 
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he appears not to have been drawn back to it. 
This is unfortunate, for it would surely have 
been delightful and entertaining. Lowell him¬ 
self, however, is not entirely devoid of that 
leonine affectation which the great author as¬ 
sumes in regard to the collector. He writes 
to Charles Eliot Norton in 1885 r 1 

I am thinking seriously of getting a good forger 
from the state's prison to do my autographs, but 
I suppose the unconvicted followers of the same 
calling would raise the cry of Convict Labor. 

Again, in a letter to Mrs. Leslie Stephen, he 
thus unburdens himself: 

When you tell me that my lovely little god¬ 
daughter has been supplied with an autograph- 
book, an instrument of torture unknown even to 
the Inquisition, you make me shiver. Albums 
they used to be called, and, after exhausting the 
patience of mankind, hope to continue their abom¬ 
inable work under an alias, Stamm - biicher the 
Germans call them (who, cunning in the invention 
of bores, invented this also) and I rather like the 
name, because stamm has an imprecatory sound 
and rhymes honestly with the d—n that rises to 
one's lips when one sees a specimen.® 

We should call this rather strained and feeble 
fooling if any one of less consequence than 
James Russell Lowell had written it. Very 
1 Letters, ii. 301. * Id. ii. 348. 
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differently did the patient, amiable Longfellow 
behave, when he sat at his table for hours 
“writing scores of autographs for far-away 
strangers.” “Such patience,” says Mr. Rob¬ 
ertson, “might spring in part from fondness 
for even undiscriminating admiration; but it 
arose still more from unfailing benignity of 
nature.” 1 We prefer to believe that it was 
not the offspring of vanity. “Yesterday” (so 
runs the poet’s diary for January 9, 1857) 
“I wrote, sealed, and directed, seventy auto¬ 
graphs.” 

All these things considered, it is something 
of a consolation to discover that an author 
may become a "fiend” as well as a victim. 
We have seen how the sensitive Mary Russell 
Mitford cherished her O’Connell signature, her 
single relic of the fat statesman of dubious 
patriotism, whom Sam Warren pillories in 
Ten Thousand a Year; and now we have the 
gentle, graceful, painstaking novelist and his¬ 
torian, Miss Julia Pardoe; the ladies seem to 
be the autograph seekers. I wish she had 
written her signature as plainly as her letter; 
I am not quite sure of the initials. She writes 
to Horatio Smith — him of the Rejected Ad¬ 
dresses (usually called “Horace,” but why I 
have never been able to learn): 

1 Life of Longfellow, p. 157. 
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hi Wr -uisoi uw I't u'i-: 

II \ ti*>j :v,u vm-. ,7 }«, 
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a i w dl !>>■ Kind i-m’»ii«It to Poor 
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a \oSsii, 5 -■ - d ''r. '■ >*■ i* ; vnul>l l*tithi i uhlie.e 
me In t.iV ' 1 * '*'■ iiw n. tin 1 hnntlu ulnio 

of late *-tio'*. t » tttsih |j) i •.jou.iiutv is 

I :)»-*/.; h r*iTu rivlv to von 

P.tni'*?j. 1 eu\ tin . dnjdientf leijtu- 1 . lot 

tth svv I*, t ; un .insi.'fv n>*l to omit 

;j})\ > /•!* '■ 1 >U ij 1; it) >'.tr • >>!!o tioli, With 

\ Mjtitii * t'< \h ■ ■ Sooth, 1 ■»’!!*■(.<• i in 1 to lv 
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\ > ii/’v *, * , 
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{ Jtojr ti ->s *;*-ho-h will dr >t:he i!i*. atntr.r- 
(iiviit ,t , "it ln«h put .iiit.” i hat wulil In* 

a itlott sadri d h • iiaua.o lion tntii h v.e ;ul 

time the vonn.nd.v lmt.Uto.f toe " knlv ithe," 1 

alum . fliourlj? that ;t v-.i . t tied *4 i hat hetav, 

ttiit'-lj he In aid *'! !;.*• drill: ,r oj (hr pitod IhltHT 
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Ami a - v,i* me oh i j: ■ *'s}»j**»■ i of women, wr 
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with his regular stint of so many lines a day 
and his microscopic view of British social life, 
had to say about some matters of feminine 
interest. Some one had evidently been calling 
the bushy-bearded story-teller to account for 
some utterance which Anthony is manifestly 
inclined to reaffirm and emphasize: 

4 April , 1879 
29 Montague Square. 

Dear Sir, —The remarks you quote were made 
by me. You say that it would be dangerous 
to interfere with ''the family arrangement/' I 
think it is impossible to do so to any great extent. 
You cannot by Act of Congress or Parliament 
make the woman's arm as strong as the man's or 
deprive her of her position as the bearer of children. 
We may trouble ourselves much by debating a 
question which superior power has settled for us, 
but we cannot alter the law. To avoid, or lessen 
that trouble, it is I think expedient to explain and 
make manifest to all, the facts as they have been 
settled for us by that superior power,—not as doubt- 
ing what may be the result. The necessity of 
the supremacy of man is as certain to me as the 
eternity of the soul. There are other matters on 
which one fights as on subjects which are in doubt, 
universal suffrage, ballot, public education, and 
the like—but not, as I think, on these two. 

Yours faithfully 

Anthony Trollope. 

Trollope did himself much injustice in his 
Autobiography , because, in his whimsical way, 
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he exaggerated the mechanical side of his 
authorship. He conveys the impression of a 
sordid, plodding scribbler, who regarded his 
work as analogous to that of the butcher, the 
baker, and the shoemaker — the work of the 
artisan and the tradesman. Those who con¬ 
sider with intelligence the whole of his Life, 
who read between the lines and are capable 
of discerning the truth, regret that he should 
have given to the undiscriminating reader, who 
accepts everything as literally true in the pre¬ 
cise words of the narrative, ipsissimis verbis, 
an idea of Trollope's character and intellectual 
power which is altogether erroneous. I am 
almost in accord with Mr. Howells, who seems 
inclined to rank him with Thackeray, or, indeed, 
as the superior of that much bepraised producer 
of fiction. 


IS 


XIV 

A Nt’MKMICAl J.Y om.'iwtoruhto portion of 

tllf ItlilHHU UU <* Ml III.. }t>i s. ijjie nn,v 

torimi.: reason im lined to -,|,r!u| money t*n 
hooks I'i " >;»'!»" uni! " rMuo S . “ l h,m* 
often wondered ttiu-JlKi atotod*. ,-ti-r mtllv 
reads .stub compilations I'h.a mu-.) U* mih! 
ihlt*, nr publishers would not take she trouble 
to produce iht-H). I linn- Ini n toohdi euouyh 
to buy a lew »4 them, unitor tin- tm taken ulna 
that they miyht he u ,v!ul a ; uojIn. <<f tefeiener, 
hut I never opm them. anil they t motor the* 
•shelves, keeping nit their hlin, I do nof 
rtto'r to some of t!n» e\i eltoul niillfotoy to,*» ( 

xucit, for example, a-. Sled man *•«» mitoituHy 
povex as; for eolkvfinin of js***ni.., an* of value, 
because each ftoem if, yiven uunptotejv anti is 
a work of art by itself i tilth <l;*\ hooks are 
another ahoniitiation, where an author*’; ereu* 
tion.s are heiittkil hv a pro enfaiii <u in disjointed 
fragments, t oneeive of tin* etfrunferv of offer- 
ituj 1 hi* If or/d .ti l !,‘:4 (,it ft at tin* in fujfy five 
volumes! What a rolosml re rap hook, an alkt 
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podrida, a heterogeneous medley! I prefer to 
decide for myself what the world’s “ best litera¬ 
ture” is. The audacity of the enterprise is 
its only merit. It may be useful in a mining 
camp in Montana, or in a cattle ranche in 
Texas. I thoroughly agree with the views of 
Leslie Stephen, as they are expressed in my 
letter, although, in his gentle and polite con¬ 
sideration of Mr. R. W. Montagu, he softens 
his criticism somewhat too much, in my judg¬ 
ment. But Mr. Stephen always preserves the 
poise of good-breeding. He says: 

22 Hyde Park Gate S. W. 

7 th 84. 

DEAR SIR, —I am obliged by your note and 
the volume of Johnsoniana which I have just 
received. I am afraid that I cannot make any 
useful suggestions: for, in the first place, I have 
so much work on hand just now that I have only 
had time to glance at it; and, in the next place, I 
must confess to you that for my own private pur¬ 
pose, selections of this kind are not very acceptable. 
I like Boswell's “encumbering text" and prefer 
complete editions. I do not condemn the tastes 
of others, and your selection may be welcome and 
profitable to many readers; but I cannot speak 
for those who do not share my feelings. I can 
only say that I am glad of anything which popular¬ 
izes Johnson. 

Yours truly 

Leslie Stephen. 


R. W. Montagu Esq. 
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The reputation of George Cruikshank en¬ 
dures amazingly. Few English catalogues are 
without specimens of his work, and the prices 
are marvellous. He was, perhaps, a fertile and 
industrious caricaturist, but his lack of early 
training is always apparent, and he is often 
guilty of undeniable vulgarity. He developed 
a mania in his old age of asserting title to other 
people's property, of appropriating credit as the 
originator of divers popular novels, such as 
Ainsworth’s Miser’s Daughter and Dickens’s 
Oliver Twist. Austin Dobson says that “he 
was not exempt from a certain 'Roman in¬ 
firmity ’ of exaggerating the importance of 
his own performances.” Some of his work 
is so atrocious that his friends explain it by 
the suggestion that he was purposely endeavor¬ 
ing to he released from an unprofitable engage¬ 
ment—an explanation which is more discredit¬ 
able to him than the badness of his productions. 
He converted himself to the "total abstinence” 
belief by his own efforts in the pictorial way, 
and he enjoyed the friendship of many ac¬ 
complished people. There was an element of 
strength in him, and his continued vogue is a 
testimony in his favor. That there were times 
in his life when he was pinched by poverty is 
revealed partially in this letter of mine, inserted 
in the interesting Life by Blanchard Jerrold: 
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Amwell St. Apl. 231849. 

MY DEAR SIR, — I am very much afraid that 
it will not be in my power to let you have the £5 
today—or even this week—for I am most dread¬ 
fully disappointed in various quarters. Of course 
you are aware that Frank owes me about £6—but 
this I would not mind losing altho I can ill afford 
to do so, but the speculation seemed so promising 
and it appears even now that Frank is able to get a 
living out of it and that the concern may ultimately 
turn out profitably, after all—but as I said, the 
project seemed so likely to succeed that I should 
not have been satisfied with myself had I not seen 
some risk—for the sake of the family—but I was 
prepared to run still further risks—in disposition 
—but unfortunately all my resources seem to fail 
at this moment—and instead of being able to assist 
others, I am in great need of assistance myself— 
I can now only assure you that the moment I can 
get the needful you may depend upon seeing 
Yours truly. 

Geo. Cruikshank— 

X have not time to* go farther into the matter now, 
but surely the landlord will wait —if he has a part 

Mr. W. Mills. 

George Augustus Sala, in his amusing sketch 
of his own life, says that Cruikshank had " pelvis 
on the brain.” Cruikshank kept saying to 
him , “What are you and what can you do if 
your pelvis is wrong.” Sala adds, very justly, 
that the artist must be regarded in the light of a 
guide-post. " He set you in the right direction, 
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but he did not trawl thither ln*n.. t !i, and his 
femes exhibit ten aupt. <*t w*i.it* ituint pr**» 
lieiemy.’’ ills homes urn* ahvav *, monsters, 
and the waists of Ins women absolutely i»l 
credible. 

I am it httSv tired of the nineteenth century, 

iu»! wandiT buck to t»«»»«* tcm«4e time-.*, ft 

may be a trite! to couaoit t*o a wus<>n with the 
tfemiy of the few ..f (Jnren Atme 
and of the early Crowe-.. Some oar has ah. 
.served the tail that the »««'«.■> of Km-h htjueeits 
™ Cluabeth, Anne, ami Vutniia h. t w item 
the jvriods most remarkable m Cmdfe, litem 
lure. We may i*' U m nma upjwpiMieh with 
a typical reprewntatm- . 1 the tone *4 Anne, 
for Joseph Addwm, ewav »•,», j»-t t, and states 
man, bom seven \ eats Intel than the tjumt and 
surviving her only live \eats, n entitled fo that 
distinction. My letter t?-, oof, to he . tm% natch 
more than a hastily scribbled note, and it C 
not at all in the style «>f the SfM'v.UiUrt ; hot if 
is Addisons, and it in addle . **<} to Ambrose 
Phillips(the" Mnitdtv Pamby " oj tinny Careyh 
wlm wrote the siiyarv tlisn*; fieoinniny ” ihntplv 
damsel, sweetly smtlimi,'*and who, n\ Macaulay 
says, was a t*o»«l H hip and a middling 
Ltd no critic tell me that he sjtclUtl las name 
I htlijis,” for Addison ha*; yivett hint the 
*U»* 
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double 1, and i nivejst his anthoiiiy. The title 

of "Sertetau ” was yuan to him Mvause he 
was tin- urman of the llauuver Huh, anil 
not Kvanse he held any ofliee under the ^nv- 

eimin'iu ; 

l’r\'i Ali; S;s RFTUJV, U it he neee .uin*. I 

HOI .1 Uv< * si <•». e wit'ic In in,die inv rfWU'.r, 

,at«I 1 h> K l ••hall ».■! inmhli' \ett ae.am mi tin,; 

f.'i *. t - i,,fi.mi'M., ji,'ii .a Uitiiir 
A) i ) t* a eh, , 

Km ! e. J \oi*tKll\ 


It i' 1“ u / h <•) ,\li-\atu!i , i l'ej»r 

,< , ,) 1 ■'‘h.‘. >M la.us Uralif)-; a Murk 
> .ip, . 1-1 v„HI, hand ,r .on ,t ?he side of his 
an- it";' ti'-it e,; •■urd S.iir. he died within 
tv." vi■ i In. , o- j 1 j • • i ,rJh biifhday, h;uiny 
Htslloi 1 Vo v l m at twenty Ihnv 
and pot'!lied t J;<- ?n -A u.-.udmnd ul the lUtul 
ill seen lhit v.o all Know wet! the fa- 

Ollluf ’.f"! V »i| I'Ot, T,rj|»„. p.j. ; ,t }«ei!tV 

t"U! , .Vtjn An.ii, i itr«[!i. ;i.| t.| lialv lit twenty 

'•oi'ii; and I lami’hm, lather ot Anirnrut* ft. 
n.nue at flint*, i,w«< IVjm urn ,t have been an 
rntonifh not oh;-- * indeed, with his four teef 
ioliri of -it me and hie Imp. :io thin that 
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hii|Ki he mi^ht have prolonged Ins life if Ik* hn<! 
not been 50 fond of " highly .-.easoned dishes*' 
and “potted lampreys.” 1 never ate a petted 
lamprey, hut I am .sure that it would net up tee 
with me, and my eotmtiiiuion mfur Iron fimpk*. 
Leslie Stephen, to whom the wot Id is in debt for 
.so much that is valuable in literal y history, 
tells us that Pn|ie was abstemious in drink; 
but that lie sometimes bunds! wines is proven 
by my letter, wltieh he wn>tw the seat before 
bis death, addressed '* To Mr, Slme,-,by 1 letliel, at 
Ids house on 'lower hill Londonnot the 
Shimei of ,\hmltm tint! ,\vh;!uplu , i, the author 
of llw II arid ,v Xlistiila in (dim { 'tainunll, but 
possibly the son of that dbtinoubhed person- 
atie. Pojhj writes; 

h« ir;t,j J 

I)H Sir -1 have bvn in hope, to hud a dav 
to see you; or at lea-it u, have tsiri v ..it al !,adv 
C<Klriii)(ion s; init 1 now hear :,hr doe i not , ouie 
to lawn at all; and vr pood Un.th* r mr'ttsoii'i no 
time for hi:, fomim; the, w.,v. bn? ojdv m emirtal. 
if hi* icrmvn Irftrf. I »im in vr 4vhi f**r ‘.hiu* miinv 
but what 1 nmv wuie to v.m upon, t , that t ,„uld 
very inweh wish you ed take ,}<wi t m»uv u) uene to 
make yr 700 an even thou , ,nd. tf u hr n,-t n„ 
inconvenient f«* yr:**lf, 1 am adjiMMne rural 
of my little affair!, h mu pavd in a deal 

of manev whu h 1 do i*..t know what to do with 
I must abo rpeeddv determine tip,41 pmrha-.e, 
wtthyr brother, wet* mvordmif a » I tan, .* cannot, 
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uni4..y ve money. J wd settle as soon as imssible, 

!* 1 h ‘? hi ' , ' 5lh * »»»** Mh*! very precarious, 
bur within Ute-e 4 months I am fallen into an 
a^imtu aw kid n« his, and hardly able to 

.■air ahmud. l Ke at present at the ICarl of Orrery’s 
m VUs.imm-.t*-r, I hike St net, whither a line will 
too! me tlu-.e.t or j days, and lx-a particular fa- 
ii'U; to Ih Sir, 

Vr fait hftill & obliged 
humhle servant, 

A. 1*opk. 

1 he aum/ntt*; folly w hieh leads men to cut 
out the myuatmea from letters of famous jKir- 
••»n. 1 ; a matter of perpetual wotider to me. 

1 oisi'.Ht eumjmhend the fatuity which imjiels 
t.ttam.il J« im:. to mutdafe manuscripts in such 
an nupidiliahle uu\. Hrte, for example, is a 
true! .4 Jonathan Swift. dated in tyju, of three 
. hm.lv Wilt ten paeeu, which came from the col- 
!e. oj Hi .hop IWv - a lUmttiMft History of 
f. .Sy, who h tuiiv In* found in the third Vol¬ 
ume of Ah !>■ ‘HA supplement to Swift’s Works; 
hut ’ioini* miseieant has cut off (he h,st line 
ami the Monntme. If I could find hint I 
wanftj put lam to the torture; I would decree 
that he shmdd lead the <Iffkutl l\*mmis of tha 
li'ar of *f:,* hom Hull Him to Ap- 

|a.maf»M* 4 | -upjtoj.e that the ctiminal is dead, 
ata! that hi v, 'ulfeiim* in some appropriate 
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The Dean’s puns are unpardonably bad, and 
no one now living would dare to write such 
abominations as this: “A good poet, if he 
designs to Tickle the world must be Gay and 
Young, but, if he proposes to give us rational 
pleasure, he must be as grave as a Pope.” 
The wretchedness of the paranomasia does not, 
however, justify the wickedness of the scoundrel 
who took away the Dean’s good name. In the 
same wrapper is a page of dubious verse, head¬ 
ed “A wicked, treasonable libel,” and on the 
back Swift has written, without much regard 
for the rules of orthography, this comment: 
"A traiterous libel writ severall years ago. 
It is inconsistent with it self. Copyd Sept. 
9, 1735. I wish I knew the author that I might 
hang him.” I regret that the nature of this 
“libel” prevents me from spreading it upon 
these pages, but I fancy that the coarse humor 
of it prompted the Dean to copy it rather than 
his avowed desire “to discover the traits of an 
author that I might inform against him.” 
Indeed, I am inclined to believe that the Dean 
wrote it himself. 

There is also a long letter to Swift, of five 
folio pages, from William King, Archbishop 
of Dublin, dated November 22, 1716, and Swift 
has endorsed upon it a first sketch of his answer, 
written, as a note at the foot says, “ in the hasty 
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of resentment." The reply actually 
•'T nt . I" I',’ !h ‘ Unmi U» twelfth volume of 
• Srt)l! s *» the edition of 1766 Mr 

Umdup Nay*; " Km,; only saw in him [Swift] 
■* ‘ of very underieal habits, of con- 

-• idr.able ability, hut of ilbres-ulnted ambition 
and >4 overweening eyotism, His advice to 
Inm jo uirn In-; attention seriously to the study 
of thenf.^v. ihouyh well intentional, wits un- 
aMomp-mied h v any substantial preferment, 
mid M.: .n|nt*ut!\ apj»eared to Swift impertinent 
and ctru ;,h)!ldly malicious." The Archbishop 
Irctmc; the Dean v.ith some severity, and in 
b-, )*• .pot, e Swift says, in his dear mtd vigor- 
" !ii wm " l lint ymr Htaie to hdteve that 
I am s .1 mv,taken in ms self, f allways pro- 
b"'’ * d be aeaitnt the Pretender, and’am so 
'.till, mai ihi; in not to make my court, (which 
1 hm*w i 1 mini for 1 own myself full of doubts, 
fc.u - uni dnittidadionr;, which f think on 
#m '•* 1*1'>ii! a . } can: vet if I were of any value, 
the pulh.k may *;afdv rdy on my loyalty, 

1 h<uh u|«ai the eomitte: of the Pre- 
trndc! .1-. ,j *o rates cut than any we are like 
to • aid i nude} the worst Whit* ministry that 
can hr band/’ The Dean could always he 
h‘« tnl 1 <> yar hack as ftuod as hr* received. 

I am |lira ,« d t«. know that at one period of his 
life "In tilb-.l !u-. time hv excessive exercise, 
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in «}>iit* of his physii'iau.i." h in*- of 

Mr. Kvarls, uh>> urenkM lm l>m: ha- a- the 
fact that he " never t*«»k any e wu ?;.e." 

Queen Anne hef.-:e!i %\ Mr-; a-. 4 ;.!u* u.-t,s nnae- 
eusMnefl t*» n>me the j*-u, hut her .•ue.Mahur 
is dislim 1 am! U-yibU*, ii m pn-Sm-A in thte, 
document: 

A\\K I 1 ? I tfe \t s!l .>r.-i I'J-i . a * i !>,..* by 
Vert Hi* ill «.}»t n-tu r.nl S ,.•({,') , .4 i s 4 • ‘"m> 
title |he l.tth 4av <’> \J.iu h in »?;.* |- t ,i *,.>! of 
our UVii;n, V.m t at. .su4 j-»v • • m ■ >.{*■: ran! 
anil paid. out nf ,m\ .*<i; l*v» , ,*■>.- 4t iui re* 

mammy in fit-* UV- mj. - *-.t IA a, »j-i. - ; ! .AAr 

to the He.* of '-’a in 4! v-ns:,» ,,*» 

Tr» <t« h'-..a' U.-H.. ! , 4 , ! t ,-n ,m ft 

Cnun?ieilitt!r fisir't t. u! «4 I ■ -•! ;• *.•\ <,> ?n, , t •jen.-i 
the Mtm of dm- Tlvn ..*u4 m-m, ; ,*, ».m }t M - 

< jtuft tS linv.il! 11 •;jni\ u ■! •'(? .. > ■ r j;• t. \nd 
for no doim- tin, -J-.t!! A- W.ui,>?!*. liou 

at mu-Coot I .»t Kui »h<- p,U A.v *<f Auyua. 

t/10, in the JilnAi Vf.ti 1.J »if*? i,V),,lv 


T*i »>i*r Und» ‘!V<e- ? V;,4 > 

ttVStrlarit t Mini. ft t ■ irivM..... 

Ki«ltl> t Pel • t *. a- ■' - h"! 

hl«tl iff,* isci ‘4 to.'..; s, ,i ,, ... 

,\!atthew Maty made ;m male; SiIjmm m 
in the Mu- earn hIh-u si «,,n »• ubh died 

in f75,l fmi **'•'»” t*» l«* jitimij.-a! hle.e mu in 
1772 . He "I't-lJ!-, I«* Jiaie lierti an Uitmian* 
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friend of Gibbon’s, and corrected the proof-sheets 
of the Essay on the Study of Literature, the 
first production of the historian; but Dr. John¬ 
son hated him intensely, and when his name 
Was mentioned by Dr. Adams as a suitable 
Assistant in some projected work, exclaimed: 

* The little black dog! I’d throw him in the 
T'hames first.” Maty must have been endowed 
"with a mind of very narrow dimensions if we 
rtiay judge by a letter of David Hume’s, which 
is couched in mild language considering the 
provocation which he had received: 

SIR, — I doubt not, but you remember, that when 
I had the Pleasure of meeting you at Wickham 
about two months ago, I mentioned to you the affair 
of Mr. Rousseau’s Letters to me, the Originals of 
"vvrhich I had sent to Mr. Maty, to be preserved in 
tlxe Musaeum. As the curators did not think 
proper to give them place, I wishd to recover Pos¬ 
session of them, and Mr. Maty promised to send 
them to me; But he always neglected it. I shoud 
be much oblig’d to you, if you woud put him in 
mind of it. I am, sir 

Your most obedient and most 

humble servant 
David Hume 

Secretary of State's Office 
St. James’s 29 of Oct 1767. 

P.S. I shoud be glad to know whether Dr. 
fVIaty ever propos’d the affair to the Curators, 
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In these days of liberal thought, the mild 
scepticism of Hume would probably receive 
little notice; but it appears to have attracted 
great attention during his life, and after his 
death attempts were made to prove that he was 
seriously disturbed by the prospect of dissolution. 
Varying accounts of his last illness were given. 
Leslie Stephen says: " The most authentic, ac¬ 
cording to Dr. McCosh (History of Scottish Phi¬ 
losophy), was a story told by an anonymous, 
but apparently respectable, old woman in a 
stage-coach, who said that she had been Hume’s 
nurse, and that he had been much depressed, 
although he had tried to be cheerful to his friends 
and to her. It is not, indeed, impossible that a 
man dying of cancer may have been sometimes 
out of spirits; but perhaps it is more likely that 
the old lady lied/' 1 

When David Garrick died and his funeral pro¬ 
cession moved solemnly up the aisle of West¬ 
minster Abbey, to the music of Purcell’s fine 
old anthem, by the side of the bier marched 
the Duke of Devonshire, Lord Camden, the 
Earl of Ossory, Earl Spencer, Lord Palmer¬ 
ston (father of the Premier), and Sir Watkyn 
Wynne,while Dr. Johnson, Dunning, Burke,Fox, 
Barre, and a host of famous men were gather- 
ed around the grave opened under the Shake- 

1 Dictionary of iV ational Biography, xxviii. 224. 
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Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

speare monument. I do not like the Garrick 
monument, and I agree with Elia in condemning 
it as out of taste. Johnson’s familiar tribute 
is to my mind a much greater memorial—"I 
am disappointed by that stroke of death which 
has eclipsed the gaiety of nations and impover¬ 
ished the public stock of harmless pleasure.” 
It was to the Earl of Ossory, his future pall¬ 
bearer, that Garrick wrote, with a reverential def¬ 
erence for the peerage which seems to us repub¬ 
licans rather exaggerated, although it was in 
accord with the custom of the time: 

Althorp, Dec. 24 th 

My GOOD LORD, — I should have answer’d your 
Lordship’s most obliging Letter immediately had 
not a return of my old complaint kept me in bed 
at ye time of the Post going away. Mrs. Gar¬ 
rick & I are very unhappy that our Engagements 
here and in London will prevent us this time from 
paying our Respects to Lady Ossory and your 
Lordship—had we known that our Company would 
not have been inconvenient, we should certainly 
have done ourselves that honour and pleasure. 

I am, my Lord 

Your Lordship’s most oblig’d and 
most obedient servt— 

D. Garrick. 

The address to "my good Lord” somehow 
brings to my mind the story told by that gen¬ 
tle scholar, Ludwig Schumacher, in his dainty 
239 
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little book on The Somerset Hills, of the rev¬ 
olutionary patriot and general, William Alex¬ 
ander, Lord Stirling, who failed to obtain rec- 
ognition of his title, but who was extremely 
proud of it, and maintained a kind of baronial 
luxury at his country seat near Baskingridge, 
New Jersey. When a soldier was about to 
be executed for desertion, he called out in his 
terror, “Lord, have mercy on me!" Lord Stir- 
ling, hearing the appeal, replied, warmly, "I 
wont, you rascal! I wont have mercy on you!” 

X confess that Hannah More is always as¬ 
sociated in my reflections with the severest 
morality, the Clapham sect, high religious 
purpose, and treatises of a serious and didactic 
nature. The paraphrase of Lovelace’s lines 
seems to be atrociously irreverent: 

I could not love thee, dear, so much. 

Loved I not Hannah More. 

But up to Garrick’s death she was not averse 
to fun, and it was not until after that time that 
she began to experience a conviction that play¬ 
going was sinful, actually refusing to attend 
the performance in 1787 of her own tragedy of 
Percy,” which was heavy enough to be proper. 
She admired Garrick devotedly, and Kitty 
Clive, about as unlike Hannah as one mortal 
can be unlike another, was very jealous of 
240 
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" ,!vv Mr called them. It was 

lvsH\ < <.ij rh k called her “ t’Uvev Pivcy ” in 
n ^mewhut anV way— who .said of" him: 
'■n.iiua lean, hr could ad a j'tidirou!" It i s 
;imi ‘ " iW *" »*'*' >’<vat actor, who had a pro- 

ionn.l a,him,Hum tor Miss More, writing to her 
a;; " of 1 lamiiih.s,” and it is equally 

;»MSJ .lay Im load her account of mi occasion when 
'* II!V h. an % v.mc Hr. Johnson, Dean Tucker, and 
la !, ha) a..! lea 4 m <.nr love. David Unrriek.” 
Haaisah ■ 'nviwd D.tvid more than fifty years, 
ha! { ■, ■ aime :<<;]nuk that she never forgot him. 
M 1 ' 1. .4 Ur: . v, lmtdlv, ,md itu reference to 

Su ,h\1<'<'*e j; ti-.i without interest: 

1 Uauattiion, */«,. .* s [ { k <)() .| 

M'• tr 4 ■* a; dsn IuikI %vitIt the 

S''"’ 1 • 1 - ' : '"•* • .“-a • l.e.t Ills*lit. mid I hojte this 

- ”1 ‘ i,, ,i r.p > i sir ImhiiI, | j Mini lively 
a a! ' . }•■■ i / . ■no lb; ve.ir, m don’t send 
it It I ■ i lithr Pivnvh hau-not swal- 
v. • i«*.,v k d.d of if another year. 
Da' i ' ■ ! a 'a . ‘.mu ?.i<<j»ev, t will not excuse 
V'".n 1 a - ; ',*.uS 1-/ a lira! ;-;u pray write. 

^ ’ a ‘ ‘a’ Id u. a .paper did Hot eome, hilt 

>/a • , -d O: * win, ft mv heart allies. 

It ■ . •>). * * - - i /.i/tl-i It u . tie] lend on no one 

'■a at - !' 1 i .a kd we i,•/!*•<! ot» hope.: on my 

■at -a i. 4", I a-..! i.-e.inhi to .Mrs, T, t have 

h *4 a 'J, i ' ' ::: ■ / tu)» a ,■ .tilldllivyi 
\ > '■ t >n iir,tr ar 

**» ,| | 


it Momk. 
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Another aequaiuianee of Carnrk's, although 
he was not a real friend, was the brilliant dcmn- 
jrofrue John Wilkes, profane, pioihyute ereat- 
ure, the enfttnl hnihh' of ICsu'lisli polities; tmh. 
.squinting vicious, full of enetqv and imellerf 
uni strength, hut of a character altogether 
despicable. I always admired hia stwh in 
reply to Thurlow. When the Chniuellor said, 
“May Cod foryet me when 1 fnrqct im ;^v- 
eretyn!" Wilkes murmured, "C*td torqet von! 
he'll see you daunted fust !" Catritk wrofe 
to hint; “ Mon elier Wilkes! urn who vail 
be exiled in this world and damtied lorrvej 
in the next and to whom pe,n*tiH will set 
up a statue," etc. Vet he spoke of l>,mirk, 
alter the nr tor's death, in harsh and unkind 
terms.' 

Wilkes's letter has a diynitv about it. hut it is 
probably insincere, for he hud no! an atom *>t 
honesty in his charm ter; and he was jttsflv 
di.strusted hy almost every one who knew him: 

Hi ma t er me we. W.e- i 

ItHAH Slit, 1 feel mu- h sa-oshfd hv v<m laud 
note. The Klert.,»-..rf W» .Unut tor au.o do ,e. thev 
please If th« v ehoo e me »av >nut irjut . th.U 
is in ;,av, t«» act «-m m\ own judgement i>n all o ,, a 
.sinnii. I uhult he hm-, 1 happy to -.me tb- m oShn 
wise thev mu t Souk out foi ojsr r! =*■ Wh it 


* i'li? t j» a/. 
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vu-i M.T1I1., I .shall nut forget that my conduct has 
hr* II ;,U> h a; »to meet with your approbation. 

V<mr very obliged 

John WilkEvS. 

Hr ravitt", ».;r haruetetmtio of the man : “Give 
***** J.iaitt td truth, atul 1 will mix it up with a 
yo-m mass of falsehood. ho that no chemist shall 
i‘vn hr able to separate them." 

A *> et v (htlVind man from Wilkes was William 
iVttv, Kail ot Shellmme and the first Marquis 
«if !, ur.ilmuir, who, while utijnipular in a way, 
v.a . a phtln-.uphir statesman and a generous 
be ml <d htriatme mid the fine arts. It was 
Shell mi i te wlm laid Dr. Johnson that "a man 
of tank who looks into his own affairs may 
have all fi at he ought to have, nil that can 
1 r* <d an v a .e, or apjn-ar with any advantage, 
{.a lo.r til*nr.ami pounds a year. 1 The Letters 
of hdiiiii have been attributed to him, hut he 
tinned the mithoiship. He writes, in 1762, to 
l,o*d Keiemmit; 

Wmmi.v, 'fitly <1.17(0. 

M * tt; \u l.tOiU, l •tend von uu lo.sed a letter 
Jo ' ; I'mimi 1 have written to him that the 
(•!•* •oar he mention;, <*t the < iettuan Commissariat 
& I** Of .• Krolm.md'a intrigues m it, may In* very 
j.o 1 }),• i mh ink 1 ,itt<itt of <«•» ononiy may Ire 

1 I; m ».:i •: > ih (ttilh, rSS>i, m .jwt. 

**-y 
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even extended !<> N Am- i*t.t. ■«}('■ 1. f.-- * * is 

little comatief'4. When- the »■*> h »•'■ km ..a 
rivl i hi in like mumrj h.ai-vr) wm.vn Vim, 

Kntnvlt.s^- >*i "5 ,utv •-.»> I'm ‘bn M 

iiri'i,eiM h 14 un *''■ »■ n\ Im hi!»'>', r- e u 1b*' am.,. - *<% 
t»i ih.* >>f the W »t me! »** »U.;i St.-h- 

m tj’fi} Th.»t A t?»a a<- nr t.ei m :;;,n h< 
h»nn ju i* jml-.emrW'. »•: the .-naumi. , rJ ,i IV.i.e. 
wherever they may .mm- The T. 4 • lS " ‘4 

the War thru We,-me - a 'ham'.. mT-.iv 1 -h-mma 

at»»r it h.m fveii la <1 ah-wu, that he l> « *■{ it 
« 4 ;i |.i .i.-trtnl t»*'l lu ,*>. t|Ui)e, VIin- b t * iblc 

ill.' Natmeol n. Ivm-.; .ihm.m » ! m - 5 hmmi 
W,u'.>, run »-n lhe yViiti*.ah." 5: -w a.' -a. 

♦•flirt' | <4(1 <4 Ml!) e’.j .♦ ?.■ e l.-M'/. la • ih. ; . .h- a. u • 

«,r the Iij.i t . :v! rue ».u Ti» Ive .-4 I'm ■ ■ 

in j^h *,r. Mi IWv th •' fie ’ " l ’> v "•* 

Si.ife' that M.it l, mm,. , s<.Tiara *-j d,.-sa, I »«• .e 
}tt|i| hint in .41 * s,♦■sit •- »>• line y»t \hma i'» 

U' yt.m .is.]- III. ai.uSri.., It. i! in¬ 

set t'.Mwl llletelule {»> M M.‘‘ 5»it 'A ♦ *' ''-f t lh.it 

I am with nn-e! K‘. m-. !'*•.,? I . s! 

V <*ur life 5 t'.ilthi (ih VI ) - 

Utlk-tf White, <4 SeWiMiw, * mate am! t’ahnal 
s. t, hut U kite*' li;if)i;ah 4 than • male, h“ J. < II 

in the rerulb turn . *4 hm-l horn i hi tbs. 
<j;.v, fi*r hi’. Xuiuud HrJh* y of .V'T-aae ha 
become a ekeoir, Sam*ma bnf urnemL m ‘f*Hv 
<rf dn* lint that titan time u> Unw m-v, edit am:, 
an; j-iveii t*. in, S*»me one will tell me that 
im .taken m '-aui.e; that it s■< " lime,a! 

*' S! 


;ua 
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I ihmk 1 can demonstrate that I am right; 
many jienpie possess copies, hut I have never 
mat a man who had read all of it. White’s let¬ 
ter, u ? it ten in a very precise and formal hand, 

• eetn. u * In* addressed to an attorney: 

MHt.mmvn, July t6, 178*. 

S)», Whether the agreement between Mr. Box 
& oh e.i.Oidtathei rei.juvhnq tin* trees would stand 
y<»-d at lew, 1 am 11» judge; hut there is great 
1 > ■' **t i * * eipjn i';e that the parties intended & 
tin,dei ,»>«!,! that it should !«• hinding. The trees 
an h», ff< n« .011 waith contending aiumt, liecuusu 
th/V <4 little value, And since they are so, T 
S* 1* • t 1 !. pH 1'm l.aid will he on obliging as to let 

■h a 1.. t .> the purpose tar which they were 

jd ■*.! 4 *4 1 v ept M|je, which 1 hope he will order 

t»» hi t. I n 4 m'a u he< ,nt',e it hangs over my cart- 
h-a; .i-, >v ! , i.m ilaiKo r of {.dime,. 

S *«ur moat humhle servant— 
tin,: White. 

1 ant a dime to admit that to my own liking 
the ! mob-ai 1 mate catmot compare with our <111- 
l«-u Wla/f'* nt \metica, the observant and fas¬ 
cination John Hurronyhs. 

it; John Woli.d, deacon, physician, andsat- 
cr.t, le loiiy -, to the; jieriod, for he was horn 
»i» t ; and lived t*» fie eighty - one years old. 
IWs I'nidaT’i jMH'tHa are too ephemeral to lx: 
1 emend tne.i at tic., tune, and were of that quality 

•US 
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which ihn's noi ahhmiyh aj-pf.'psiatc 

and humorous emniyh J«m Use dnv, I Us u;amt- 
script in tin* eolkvimu is em<i<cd , 

A ptamnu** pisit« tWi ,1-hn fi«*i»h Pm 

,»f P* Wdk.r.a Pm I-; .« **f 

Pmvuua: Stnvt. 

Uehoi'ins: 

Su, you me Mm: .ter Star, 

And i a Mms »'-t •'! m 

Bill vet v dithvnt r, * 'H P>u- 

Miw- will tv Mio'd ->‘-n mv It: .1 tt 

While >.»« am loan A I rUKiii;, 


This w «1 »f writiiur hr mynah-d mdav 

as tit only i*»r the datlv M-urnm*-;-, \» t Pasta! 
was greatly udmiml m hr. tom* in nMt he 

was idmnst'entirelv hlmd, umU rahhc U^hvwm 

rtwrds tiw fa. I that at a dinner hr "was tr 
<pn*>.trd to help him t«» hi'i w»*»\ whu h »;n in 
a .separate pint l» •*<!»•. ami urn. tm» v,»»m at all 
hut hmudv/’ Hr t«*!d t<M*m *m that hi* w 
olkvted his <wn vvutmy. emU m» ph‘u..mr, 
“Satire is a had tnni.*," In* r.-mmiaM Satnr 
and hrnmiv mira-d an* hid pav^m-, >.« urnum 
tality. Whi!** it mitv hr ttur, a-. IVU-i Pindar 
say:: hiur-rlf. that 

KVn tin* win itrtt,,PsdJ>ii'*'J4n-:.d . and m~". «-f IrUrr; 
Hu joy a r.nmnji.tdr n\*-n »hm h, m. 
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the amusement is not lasting. One genera¬ 
tion eatumt laugh at the keen thrusts which 
made its predecessor laugh. Churchill erred 
when he said: 

When atm* the.*; abroad on falsehood's wing, 
Sii-'ti i ; her life, amt impotent her sting; 
tint when to truth allied, the wound she gives 
Suite* deep, and to remoter ages lives. 

The wank! does not wish to preserve the record 
of k niiieiupt or eonttmtely; it prefers to keep 
ahve itie tender, the appreciative, and the loving. 
If the eaitie 1 , of fluraee and of Juvenal are 
pel | e ’ noted. h i , Iterative they telate to periods 
s« teuton- tha! ib v hau* the tlavor of attticp 
mtv and hove 1 »*touir (lassies, Perlm^ I’in- 
d.U Wilt he a t la. ...a its time, 
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T UK nmvh, *«!' Sti IVaHct So-tf ,tji|*r;u to 
return a y«t*l *hul d "'if,!'.:.*! }>**}» 
ularity, SW . u»nUma- t<* in- j-tailed awl 

}H»rha.<tit; hut it mu> he tii.if tin. t,-. n<*t «vi 
dwitf that they an* trad la sin* ha.- *•»;*. 
Wealth i« u»t us»ivh' dt '.Uihwh >i w she-e dav *, 
anti <mr eumih v h.t.. In-**!; :;<» v,. •.*;*!«•} hah j nr, 
IHTOum, that |ui\aU* hhjam-i halt* ysvaih m 
trrvaxwi in num!**r; ami Site wine:-, tan .! nm**- 
sarity jio:wtv,M The HTiertV-* A <■>.>•!, 1 ant al 

inuat ashamed hi rortr.-i that uhih- l have U-H 
it imamiht'ii! ujmi tar h< u< *{mn- tat. 

I hau* n*4 luftt ahSt.' dunm; lb** 5-a A Uu-nlv 
yaurn h* fasten my attciiSn u i-.y-.u an*.. <<{ the 
talt'M vjtsvptimt utilv t»m* f-J the j-*. a* it »*i theiM. 
na'nnliny h* tin* deene ».f tin- .»!*■> . i’mtnt 
Rdu'tt tif t\m\ a 1 W-hu li 1 hind .1 . a h-a. 
at id uhtdt. ut tli'“h*;a Ktudr.h tumult-rx, 
I nltuttltl i.nv (:* “ w* hall had " !) n .ayiut 

trunk luHtvw, that t.hde Sn-U -> ye* 1 ?:* awl 
.Wifidrtm an* n* * tu !a*a-r adh h>» 4 » 
havers. tin* inmT. -a 1 *- aty.a* . w d< >rawl 
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Scott dabbled in politics now and then, and 
u as curiously j'ivcu to figuring as a landed 
proprietor and local magnate. One of my let- 
tern indicates Ids interest in elections; 

I'K \H SlH, -Kliiot would probably tell you 
r\,n t’v ti-’W the (>oll stands. Of the two black- 
ipurd < who have left tin, there is at least an equal 
i h,us« e that we recover one, In that case the elec¬ 
tion f<>j the ihne.h of Selkirk and most probably 
h n the .,>%:! ium mu thin mw volt' of Sampson. I 
have wf;tten to lead Muntae.u and in the mean 
time w)U ;,n' S tinj* sou tomorrow early and do 
ail so on power to earn him, l would not fear 
the rue,d,-, tun. h hut 'teorye Kliiot of Mirvto is 
liidei o-.o d.*e unit a view an l believe to stir in 
h*.e,iru.;3! .hue at route convenient opportunity 
and wte \1> Ikunt.iv’n interest, it is cruel to 
the 1 in. • leu- It mtere d fall a wav at this moment 
,,-a jtie to on; fiietid'a alienee, ami lamented state 
,.| health Helave me 

Yours very sincerely 

S U V VVAhTKU Scott. 

! \t i. •* tHm! 
v-a.o) 'u-oait - 

Tlte-e minor anxieties about elections are 
handle ephemeral. and one does not relish 
fh.e tlmunht of a yreat writer enjrnqed in wor- 
n iuy over ita h possum, controversies. It is 
, 5-nmeteit die, however, of the every-day man, 
and perhap, it wan because he had so many 
«d tie* everv dayman qualities that Scott ap- 
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peal* w*roiiftly 1° tmmaniH \h Hilt'■ >4 Semi'a 
handsome sonin law and hs.^rnphm i, n»-wr> 
tholes* more in itiv Iskinn, AHb.= s!l -;b the hhnhi 
of politics has faintly tmu lied si. The refer 
euro t<* “ 1*. t»t*«'T*v ••! 

iriesme; hid tin* mention of t . mme 

easily umleMiiind. 1 am -<*■“*' m he > !-■: ed to 
omit imc pa-Anye, laeMmtt s. v. ’jnne ;■< l?,»v- 
unrd, the wan *<f m many 1* itvt •, damn and 

remimsmiees: 

i % >1 ■. i\ 

r-i i:ir* 

It \ YW\my l I" f.' >.. / I '*A 

Juti.i', j< i i.'-r . -i'.-ji ,*nd mm!! <■ i ■■■!'- * i f f j ,a. 1 

rrj««rt t<* Mi a t <!■ >». S b >. for 
vtmr kind .• -d*. 'a r •**.<". v,!i< a *>,b! >!■* 

({ttite well rn !>.•». .)«.>* I dm.’, ! a.'!!?. 'M i . itb.o 

» onetime in that h'"'".' 1 ; "d . n » •,»•. !<;.• 

next AVi ’«•{<’ * v-t ?*' '■ a ,• 

I h.t|H* It »:ii ,)! 'H !•}■''.• a,.,. j, • •! i !*j, , t , 

IIS HIM. it menn.-.i a*. i-n < |. ; 1 " *-J ip, 

lliuttef on hand n i.ah-r .'iihn- ar<i 1 /i!d !;!,<■ 
to tu*««' >:■<! Mfdv 1 Vi. I I ‘If ,b H«- V-. In 

hal.iWe the a- • v,H ! ‘ ■ d. < , • ■ d 

*.ur fat fra-nd iV !S’i:. h h«.* }< ■ h-,, 

in t’r« 4 ,'r and ,f“-"nh } fn» ( . ,« . k, Uru.\,‘u.' 

«f the are ill t>'w «■! 1:;*’ ! ;• J , V-' ' id 

ti.nr l,n> v n di a - -aU * .i ■ a >a' 3..S. ■ria-v, 
a»i?i ,u»‘f vm‘!-S r* |h-* a.’ d • » >!, -a t h . , , ' , > a 
l.ituil adl.tti! ‘d J;i .55 !;;; ' ,•» sa • 
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take any interest in it. As for the Carlton 
tiQ.ve long despised and even loathed it and its 
5 *-°i*xgs, and feel convinced that Toryism will never 
until there has been a cholera sent expressly 
*** make a clean sweep of the old red-tapers whose 
®USe trickeries alone could have prevented the in- 
■fc<sll ec t^ character and property of the country from 
*"Oxiting the whigradical confederacy and Erebus 
long ago. 

_ "Who is to be P. George of Denmark? What a 
T>i ty that the Earl Marshall whom she asked about 
f ile place for her garter had not been tant soit peu 

* * IVfelbourne.I suppose Hook will soon 

L>e Baron Von Fuddle-vum-Pipesenstein and cor- 
cred all over with the stars and crosses of Herren- 
lT.EVu.sen. The History of Hanover must now go 
on like smoke. I wish ice could be allowed about 
ill. the Dedication. Yours truly 

J. G. Lockhart 

Possibly Bulwer may not be “literature/’ yet 
time man who gave to the drama “Richelieu” 
and “The Lady of Lyons,” and to fiction The 
racist Days of Pompeii and My Novel, surely de- 
serves recognition in the empire of letters. Ten- 
nyson was rather caddish when he called him 

The padded man—that wears the stays. 

Who killed the girls and thrilled the boys 
With dandy pathos. 

“Tennyson must have been in a villanous humor 
•when he sent his “New Timon” to Punch and 
scored his critic so unmercifully, descending to 
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biUitiR*K«n*"' f« tlwS m ih%* -aiy <!• -nx^xw 

mum to «mi to mu h a ui'a' thr uni>an3mut. 

ble one: , t . 

Wh.n p>.*i*tn »w» {-. mnwi-i.uvt 

Th«* Jin 1 '!!' a '1 ’• ‘ * bin, 

J**'*•( 1 a * ! i«t 

If lull th< huh 1 '• tUfi ' 

! bclic-vv that tin* I..uh.mIc u.i . .*<?u alU*r* 
want, for what It*- sba. ■'» b'<. baM** 

;u«l 1 > «'t< 'i t'-'*. i that ’-'.a'-. anti 

( sr-ii'.t the i ** - 1 . S ! -is f'i .uU-fation 

4 , U*an hnan .cm! mm? !*■* *• ■ *'' l! ■ .» ■ noult 

tO rotJHItilll! it H' > h H ''f l' 1 ' ‘ ’b '■ 

iH’ani Intiial hm •;nvr«- a am! k s * m-t» h.mt 

j„ t , ,,j , u'rfH ).’*»' 1 ,l li.Hr 

Iwtii a mw |mm or* J' -m ’>» >: vH that*, *!»■ 

Jluttm'il M'nn;, lb* - 1«»'• o'-uif*. tl'«- on 

wamwtlv autivtai, v,bmr JO' .m-ai ‘.nmtv «-a, 
jtljjjo-,1 ;v‘> i f *s'af a- that ««S 1 l)''Vrt | ■ 

(Uwrai Wmlnml SoK, and 1 . asaiat 

it whit afntlimv; aaac tt-Sa m*! 1 * chi «<* no 

HIM* in HIV t»a !.* •■'! h'ts f 

r«‘l»ri*toi‘*>fiM-*lc s’ *• •• :h‘ 

tmU* ami »•{;< .»*•■ ht ■ at ■ 

tl»m- *'■'>' \»:atmn«- 

.m*! th.*n* vu ■ .r ■ i •'* v. h-* va-m 
t>»"t1sr in am:, ‘-hi < .m;*- m •.■••• honati, 

| hi!M,rf* 1 , 1 }».'?''■« » ? '/*•>■ -i'r .U'i'k 

tiaiUl® So fCimi Si I h,i- 4 ', *»'• 
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uvll, I uit a man must do something very well 
to ho Imth-mpied; and when we compare The 
Ltist Ihiys <>f l 'tuii/M’i'i with the tinsel and the 
}< rudo rlaa misui of £))«» Yadin? we cannot 
io .r i the temptation to say that, after all, 

Tito tiJd is Utter than the new. 

ilnlner':, lot tor scents to me to have a kindly 
tone, and it is far from being egotistical: 

1 it, \u Fu.l-t, t out very much obliged by 
v,,iit haul to.n- and delighted to litul you have 
! ; i,!iiln ..it.>u in reading what l often 
a. it,oo uiitlrii, There is no worse curse 
dun t»* In e too ta 4 All authors do so—their 
Strait .‘to ? .v old hetoiv ill. lr time and they cease 
n, .. they h's'tn to .tmgele. But enough 

liji, t U'ln - O Bout lev ami Saunders and 

u ,h ■, {*• ih.- 1.- .! jiithh'ihen; far all light works. 

Bus t So t! n. oltoj th. y nor any puhlisher will 
,,r,o iim.lt i.u ti in Titians from the French, they 

v-ri i* m . done immWv cheap-.and even 

ib.u th"' i ..utjTuu that they seldom realize the 

. t |it mint?/ But Bentley might }R*rhaps 

oaT it T.r n and would 1«* worth trying. 1 do 
Jioi tom.-mU-i l.v whom Mill’s luvntmiy is pule 
io h.-d, u..t > an 1 lav my hand on the hook to see. 
Bui 1 ii-itsnaU s to have Iniught it at Joslings & 
h>» 1", \Vw 1 fond Si where you can no doubt ol>~ 
hint u * Jit . he 4 wntmes thin Km iy» on Govern- 
nu'itt A.ei aie printed privately ami not .‘.old. 

{U IteVe !<(<■, deal Flit". 

Truly \m K F. BtlhVVIiK. 

.%.t 
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The Howitts were useful tillers of the literary 
garden, and have left behind them much that 
is of permanent value. They were not pre-em¬ 
inent or commanding, hut there is about them 
an atmosphere of culture and refinement. Mary 
Howitt’s books for children cannot be improved 
upon even in these days of progress, and William 
Howitt, devoid of any brilliant qualities, is cer¬ 
tainly acceptable and entertaining. Alaric A. 
Watts, to whom Mary Howitt writes, is a forgot¬ 
ten poet and was an industrious editor, for whom 
the lawyer must feel a kindly regard, because 
he is said to have "exhausted his property in 
six chancery suits.” One ought to have suf¬ 
ficed. Mary, true to the traditions of her sex, 
refuses to date her letter: 

Wednesday. 

MY DEAR Mr. Watts, — Thanks for your 
long letter in which there is a great deal of good 
sense and a great deal of good feeling. Of course 
you are right and I admire and love you for your 
chivalry. The Virgin Mary herself was not more 
guiltless than our friend but I cannot go into the 
question now. We shall be glad to see you and 
Mr. Hepworth Dixon, only please to let us know 
what is the hour you propose, as Anna has had 
an engagement for some time on that day and 
we will get it if necessary rearranged to suit your 
time. Be sure and write one line to let us know 
this. We shall go over to see you as soon as con¬ 
venient to you all. We are extremely grieved to 
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1 it*.ir >4' Ui'tvdY. illness. Uivo our kind love to 
him Thank /ill.ih for her sweet note of congrat- 
ul.iit.'U .oh! u ith 1 k-: 4 love to dear Mrs. Watts, 
l am, my dear friend 

Yours ever 

V V tt u m iv\< M. HOWXTT 

K<. n ■) ti . 1 pci.de haste. 

ti'iimii; bark to autographs "as such,” it is 
of Mifeir 4 to observe that the great New Eng¬ 
land philosopher- whose greatness is to-day not 
ns ni.miie d as it was a quarter of a century ago 
- v,.i i am i .'/tended hv autographic requests, 
and «11 ?hi 4 a'd gracefully with the demands of 
hi; .*»li 11 -***r In these times, the ordinary <lah- 
hh r in book; ptobuhiv recall.; from Emerson’s 
v.-sk'- null 1 1 it* hues, dear to the funny man 
of die new-■!uper ami the magazine, 

1} tb>- od -.livei thinks he slays, 
ih d the dam thinks he is slain— 

hues vdm h have been travestied and ridiculed 
jjioie than almost any verses of any jMKtt of 
the la .1 oenfuty; but the eollector will regard 
With mlimte lundlittes.". the hard-working es- 
«.:im .t. poet, and preacher who could find time 
to jt>en the .t* v.uids; 

PoNeotm, at, tW»5* 

ji; ■ \ij StH, 1 am ;.orrv to have detained your 
i,..» lu*u; tor voiir patience. 1 am a slow 
p-.jufeHt, >luiv*‘ t of all in the matter of 

.‘v> 
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anagraph I make a had t*» the 

plmmj'rnphvm hm the vaul» >>•;« mi» 1 nt<* aiv m*>iv 
unkuiit fa Di. than Mai me he; !; ,m | i 
by w.ultnv; a kfiiv, I mm,hi , .■»<! v.-u m tluar at, i a*h 
.sueh an my 0 testa.-: jtitt.x Hm I ban- ».,t | t , 4t | 
npptrtututy lately ? > tv in sM * ns. 

hV.m, am\h 

Mu, OtMta- U W KWWS«»V~ 

Cist was a smturians etvkvr a,bat itssUtyrapli:-;, 
and slsamehs'.Iv Mmt at! *lt 4m,*m uh<n f#*r 
t'vawplr-; *4 tiaui . ba.vtapSiv. Hr tmiat have 
been tut appulhm* smi -,am e 

Hv>>ny liuU-r, k Hill, a tii a tnmnufma ;h!<1 

tleluahthl! V, Htrf «<H ami h' <1 k !V!I, , 

I'lsmSe. Ihtiuti a piv >• a; t-a . I\.'A , M 

,, ami 1 ,t\>; ;, t 4 t f |, a { 

mv at }> :U'i i ■ *><•*,?,■ fko; ha. i urn 4 
«mn that fk- u-u.-Mbk autke thr Unp.ts 
of Sfivif . v.:<t.', vm 4a.. h<v, ,*{!(! 1 ha.a 
Itmt n.mjvSMi fa make a V. 4*1 at 

of tin* u*-y*l., tea t (Mv kk-,k h JMhsu-, 

to tfetivl fhv mr.-nme; k .-rta- <4 hr, Ua-ia 
elvphtr :. It 4*va m*»i inn, h t-:uab-t, f><t the 
*»f tin* t!i.*y iv 4t ,i arm! 

,1 .!,< 

Ik Pi 

\|l m: Ml MU', f i, t: ■ ,* !*! V * ■ I L»f 4 k 

burn v, S i ■ ! I -at-.Kv J >u!<a.-iA. .44 4 n< 

yuij f vis'.tlhl M y-Ja'.'f'j* La m/KS . njfi-i, 
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lions in Vul. £, hut never mind mere ordinary words 
mlujielt, ns reader will see oversight. But any 
name. or scientific terms wrongly spelt ought to 
i* e..»in Jed l tmd Sir J, Luhltock spells Chloeon 
t '! . 1 . 1 do. so l have left it. Troxtritka (V) is an 
auhd hhmder and ... 1 felt l was in error, 

hid ■■•topidU I did not luuk to any book. I am 
ishtav • fikmdeung m names and scientific terms. 
Alioin Stupe i pro,,;) oversight in reasoning, but 
tht ■ mu 4 .land till new edit, if there ever is one. 
In Ynl ,* l tememher in _*d revise correcting Call- 
li 'ithmu i t *t and Belunus (?» so l hope they are 
cittorf. in i lean sheet:!. Again accept my cordial 
thank■> Yours sincerely 

Cu. Dahwin— 

t b««l tiod haw glad I .dull lie when lean drive 
the whole <<t the ionfiutftiled Itook out of my head. 
So vou will 1»* ... 1 have of course accepted 
all v .mi > at in tmu except Chloihm— 

Vu i ang from literature and science to the- 
ojoov, ot, to sj*eak more accurately, to pulpit 
ehiipiets c, we find the autograph of John Wes- 
!ev, tat ho of Methodism, a worthy and vener¬ 
able figure, pi dlv famous for alt time. It k 
,*;au! that hr mat tied, when past fifty, a lady 
«f ajipatctil pietv who treated him abominably, 
am! who abandoned him after robbing him of 
inni.ittant pajM-tM, vvhrreujton he calmly said; 
** Yea earn te/n/ut, hum dirnisi, non rmrnbo." 
lie vud«\. to hi-, uii.tcr: 

« -S7 
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• 1 ;'' 1 >' k »;?,» 

M> i'«* \ .r si-; <; I s ,* th.-i \| f 

P!cnni‘; IS r, ' < <uri' n.m , »J«, i , u 

hit! ih a ft/ ,*■>•:?.! t <!'• r .r Si 4 

nun Ih.tl f»'!l ;.«.!■»>, t m*'* ? i •• l);; ; <mj 

Ph,nl»"; ,‘U in-, nun 1 .-- v> «• 

a - Si>-;«!■. H Ur %» a v/h-U Hs I ,mi tnlh 

5 VI .tuUot --hr »?15 m.ti*r,« r..»P tt'Ur 1 4; } } ,, iV 

tlu-iv Will U,- **! truV, ,.rr "v., ; - u j | rJ 

•tut! y*n», \ <>•: .*}.* t v 11 s> U- n s-’.. s 

Ill hnmlilr »\ rut. j J t s ;j 

iojiu* l**rlh ,» •r ‘14 It >.->u !><,,■ ■ j :a ,4 

wnU; .mil .ij*uh InvSy »<» 

MH‘ it 

i mV i;, 1 1 • 

f V. U ; •, 

Tin* »{!val \lr‘hv»!s .• is;I d t>* mi; 

mm<ls the ihr Ummim <4 tin* 

i'(»inni.-mu-;il}?i!*,-m 

iallv U (Vim .»■. .1 .,-Stn ,4 

«-*»jiiw tur v h<«'l !i.*o; I V:m >.uj *. ,»•!■. .tm.'.ui-li- 

Vtl JHTrioimj'f, flruti »;»' >4 i;.}r,|» !;• ,, hl».«r 

rajiiiy is a-; !u«! tint Ut.h.tul AU-m ibm 

.\hliHVt, | hair iminl Mv**i hr. }, !*«•/ wti’t j.aUviit 

•hliurun*. ami llm. r, tin* W ,1 Put t nm ♦!.» 
wstSi it, lira-a* i.» as in nwmmiik 

irruiuH thr Irftn** f’h A It. K 

\h Ht’lS’WU-.S) Si!?, J (V-. r:>. M 4 MV 1 tvi! 

Ir»ir h<»;« thri Sr, » ..w ,i h 1 1 !,:; • I* I >.<.<,tit .<j hr. 

iMirmi; m tin. PfM-i!!,,,■ S.i a S*.h-itur. 

& 1 -u ,-i »\ ;, 1j j*, >.>• 
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it* 1*.* ju.i i<* all but kind to straingers, could hardly 
wmii nty endeavours it* do him all the friendly acts 
m my power; 1 vvmh ye d! condition he found this 
null* r . . . m had not disabled me from 

lie. imhi and my own desires, but wt 
ton!*! well be Tor, trims ait' stantibus, I hope he 
*,n!l av ua . tl>>ne, d ihat which remains is that as 
iht; I'D inf .-, gave invasion for an unexpected 
M.ru H mas l«* improv'd with less tragedy 

Ik ttotin' ir.; of venture io duitue a further 

.hate * 'I 11t v Irit'nddtip, ujton ye score of an old 
mimm s with a nephew of thytie Sr. John Chitch- 
l.-v, to a . .utv you vt on all occasions I shall be 
idol to show my ai-lfe 

Thv very true Frd— 

WM PlONN 

rwcm-», I*; *.* m ,T#». m, 

1 ile naif of iiridmg out what the date means, 
bat jwfhuji"', it i i md worth while to try. The 
li-tin v,u.; written to Sir Henry Chichley. 

Vftv one may see, on looking at the portrait 
of Si! Samuel Hporton !frvdges in the u Madi.se 
P.idiaii <*.tilery," that the old bibliographer, 
onamujial }*♦«■! ant! novelist, was a jteculinr 
poi • .unage an eccentric genealogist, antiquary, 
an«l /tPengear. The picture represents him 
tn the casual observer as a strangely dressed 
emit Ionian of African descent, 1 Irvdges en¬ 
joy ; the hojiuj ».f frequent ipiotation, but, as in 
almu .1 mm 1 in .tanee of industrious, laborious 

aso 
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oddity, his booh* uiv ?■» k- JUuttl 

rqnvamj amom' flu* An A r-A t -r. 1 , tnkiKiM'it 
of fist* hai'k I i v\ \u- in* 

Im* ! '**‘ v-'<*<’ ,i;*.■ i 
tO (h* U t'f'ul !m ,Kl*. f"-H ’,W , ' y- “ t ■ y, ! , . 

Jai*niHr- {»■»:»* :< '.o;.,.vi. ■ -r-j, 

n*n*4i;-: 

* r« ( •»•. ...mi* 

/'mi ,v t 'f i' i s 

Ma. Y u.J-v. 

Ili! \U Si!.', i if ‘ * ■' ' ■ ■'• , ’i ri i i ,i\ 

tv?il'■ Ini h-'.i i i •.* i • in;-, 
tth.tl h.«'. t»--’4 (v; r ! ■ ;; 
ihr Ki.ji’ii.' *4 -;r/ vn <1u ' 1 , ' - n?.-* 

1 ft.nr .v«n*f! *n .;n. -;j !!<*-• 1 - ; , - *,, * mi 

nuniJi «>r exits* 1 : ! h n • j- - i I!n n 

i,;bir,tnj ■» *>) * S - - -s r.-- V, "; ■ • ■ f I 4;>s%* 4s 

of wSl‘.‘. ll I 'J- . if in * • ; - - ■ :*■''<>, i m !/!■* 

!h--J n! nil Hr- 4 !.". - : <. I -- -> ' t< j*n,s‘- ! 

Sin! Will .n; «!i w»v - , * In , : t- I .ttu 

.ifi.iid % >• l >a;SI ir.t-1 V rn ’ .A.., > lw 

mi v<>u* .--It H ; ■ ,i kiUs- <A.m >, < J S i--; !* < 1 

n!lty i.(U»rl .i.py \ vi! iU I---1 par 

rJv}*‘!i',i 1 U h .. - -; i n.t, i,,';,:, ; •:;> t • .ff-.i ».p 

Jilt, MtSt* 6 I 14- ,<!.-? i - , 

I Wit 4 t- 4 -A'-} "• *'::*■ 4 »-i■ 8 

vittl llii* M-Ipy A ui->;- ■ 4' - 4 /r*. 

will telie* ti. A. v---s tiv *H-' •!>■!.’ .4. tiUf-i'-j 

pri’Uitt I its- fit M.-U.1 ;i 4. V-*1 5l't.n 1 I Hr ( -! 

jtl.iV .'sir - (>• r.'l? i<. !’r At .* * •' -* 

I iSiitti. I.y Jii.hnj 1 II!'-I i *U ■ i'*' i'-'- it* 

fib A*'rh\'itn, )/«•!".-'A--s /«,-!?! *. -■ - • \l, 
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li-jlii. ! IUM! Canterbury. Stanley's mother was 
nt Si' \\ m Hammond uf St, Alk-ms Court 
a i>."«f h oInhu s miles oil. Cd not Stanley thus 
ihro' M.-iw* C. have access to his father Isaac's 
M.'is f 1 acre aiv descendants ot Monfi Cnsaubon 
at t aniciha? v v i/, Mr, \\ m Chandler, a surgeon, 

act h; . » -hi m she hVvd. Philip L -, Rector 

*a V v a> at a |ur; ,h on the Weald, near Maidstone 
(I iif.ah M iident, a mayisf rate of W. Kent. I 
have he od ih-v Slave M el. of Casanbm, I am 
an m* '0 ,},i «• i ihii .h a weekly or fortnightly Review 
«d .tjjlv t i" j heat ,, ea, h no to contain only one 
a**'. 1< tthi h ud make a whole in itself. I am 
• • i|ii,a! at the la.d No o! {), R, tho* the review 
oi iVimv .>•!» i . witty enough, 

Y rs, 

S. K. B, 

Whet he* \mo‘lit*a KauITtnan was a great 
juoit* t oi jmf,,Jit' wan popular in her day, and 
w,eI the fir -t woman to achieve siuress in por- 
tiaituie o: it) hictoneu! subject?). “ Miss Angel,” 
ns hei eieat muster, Sir Joshua Reynolds, loved 
l«»» all her, luu l have been an attractive [lerson. 
It ire mipjio.i d that she would become Lady 
Revn.'M , but that w;e< not to he; and Fuseli 
and Ham e both paid court to her. She formed 
an nnhitiic.ufe alluucr, from which she was 
:i‘lr;i .ed hv divojee; and at thirty she married 
i*tto AnJ.'uio XiHchi, with whom site went to 
hatv, not to jefmn to Fttoland, She writes to 
.niiir imnaniei! pat.ou the sjiellmg preserved; 
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iil'W \-‘* ??!,* * \?S§ 

SlH,-4 taW thr WtriH r.» tu nhU %,a» waits i» 
frw liitt'.’i l*» a**{Uami *>■!! !«->’ 1 ,y.<\ .<!t*u rfivtr.: 
flu; la.*it Mi*'In- u-a • »»*. j% u> <> &»&■ 

mm t'i Wmm, as; 1 ; 3 m , .ar s . f »'< :,V ,,*;<! t 

t-itUr- IvM*- th; ■ **■•" m - •-'■si; !. i.-l . uill I* 

Ittuh inn .V4 1 * mA.-.u. .an-*! >'.<> mm m 

mt" f-» 1,’JI■:,} js 3 iii.K - ’tin >4 i*.*s; 

Mn.V-'hMji 1 *:u4 :n .nr •-! •, -:t l, 4i->{ 

tn.tr, .Mi’ ! * tltr .M> ■ !'.>•») I r; ».!, «/ r, , lk' 

ttlhrr ttt*> .'irt-' - *’». r . r.a ;.•» ?• , *..r 

tt.il ;,<t !.'fl 4 .( • * * *, 4 *', -<.h.r >"■• :r,. 1 jj.rl 

St\r4 M j X >n tthi Sr ».:/* .3* k rrr; v. '44 *?''<. V! Mir 

tilhkT'-. iU *4 fit r;t '< • m• s r'■ -• -! y.iit. h 

1 hill 5* »< rc* 

;.[Nf mi»: th.r !', | .c 1 - v , • ' ’ . 

v,ar 4 m>: ?ar rr< •. -"a •ris/:- l*,.)/, • ..*» 

unr ,n J vk **• r ■ ah" ,i>. 

Itaj- v.,i» «, Ktlii ur.h * > 4i/r< ?. , r ...'irir-i 

lit ...» .< l.t'l 'h-it!.'. j. 1 ,.' ‘ 1 ; ■'!(-■ 1 , .>■ i *!!•>• 

thr t!>*rr. it s ?.h.- j’ *t* - \{» 

Zjiirli!*, 3«■ • i . ■ ru * i r. mi >t •.•■‘i ,{t<4 j.? tv ri*. 

titrtuSK-r m k.sh f j {> ,, t j h . 

to 1 ** ttn#i m .j«•,-a, 

\ c :ir- ;f 

•r■ r 5 • t . j 

\%« 3 U 't k 3 I 'At 4 V 

IfhaMi }’. ttrtin!,«. »r i !- I'nr -,-L» 3 h> 

ht-; .a;j<! «}»>* 'A,r. *■-. < •«»! |r*;tsf 

im; Aiumrais nlpi--r. *h-- tnslafjjhf* 

of mum-', in Is; li-Hr* i . t/ H *A -.Mr t*- ; . 

IHMtl ami initi’T «lrr H ;,v k'! r<! U’: r, 

r*+M‘ 
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ai4* those which burin "My life is like a sum- 
mrr nev." It wins that there was a con- 
t inverse bet h eeu Powers and Martin Van Duren, 
and we do not presume to pass judgment, bt> 
fa use vie have not the Van Huron side of the 
• 4 of> riiis is what Powers writes, from Flor¬ 
ence. on October i j, j,H(j: 

Ivve is stilt in clay — but almost 
i".oiv f") .1 « h.mge to ter. Mr. Thorwuldsen 
It.r il’.e i,o.otcd ru with a visit, and his remarks 
w*t. --I *h* tst. I .tie.factory description. He 
did om) lie. m,O f in tun h the clay vvlierever he 
thoie !;! a • h iiii-e m*>»*.„iry, and you will Ik* 
plea .<■ i t'* leant that the head, tumk and legs 
of Hi. i.,pm lo.su t..p to ii.t'.e, met with his appro- 
ham -it Mi \ an Horen lias played me 

a tt: I- -one wh..t m Sleeping with his political 
< h.o - t- t lb- diiiie. ,iiiv Knowledge of having 
"i't> "d b> bo t ot nit- 1 .md that too after I had 
••■a! o oi not bit* t>i Me-, a.. < toiKlhue &r "subject 
t" in t.u> Udv Mr Clevenger has given 

"»• his evidence in writing that lie had not for- 

• "in n il> >add < a-ltl<eti mouth’, after he had 
i»'jo. n d an to n*. the the hint He (Mr. V. B.) 

t) to Mt i Icicuect lor another bust and during 
the ta.o ■< < -' apu d o|tell alluded to the hast I had 
so,id. d .aid t*. la i having ordered it in marble - 
hi-, .oj, . ,d . . ■a.oho ,,j n in ,t way to prove that they 

• d ■ i hue a oj the whole matter, ami yet Mr, John 
\ on H*n,a wn.fc the letter to me denying any 
Knowledge • <t th** tuui'i.M lion 1 have directed 
Me -i . t ioodhae \ Co to have the bust sold at 
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auction, after publishing a full account of the 
affair in the papers—what they have done—as 
yet—I know not—on my stating to Mr. Clevenger 
that Mr. Van Buren denied any knowledge of 
the order, he instantly proposed to take his bust 
of Mr. Van Buren out doors and throw stones at it 
—so indignant was he at such meanness on the 
part of an ex-President of the United States. If 
the bust has not been sold, or Mr. Van Buren comes 
to his recollection, I intend to modify it in such a 
manner as shall make his heirs willing to give 
more than double the amount charged for it. 

Without attempting to decide the issue be¬ 
tween Powers and the ex-President, I am of the 
opinion that the artist betrayed a reprehensible 
spirit. He shows a pettiness of nature by the 
threat of making his subject ridiculous if his 
demands should not be complied with. This 
might justly be called a sculptural “hold-up.” 
Conceding that he was treated shabbily—as 
to which point we have no testimony but his 
own—he was not justified in "modifying” the 
bust to the disadvantage of Mr. Van Buren. 
Undoubtedly Powers was fettered by his lowly 
origin and humble beginnings. 

It is hard to believe that nearly half a cen¬ 
tury has passed since Thomas Bailey Aldrich's 
first book appeared, in the brown cloth binding 
of the period—a slender volume of one hundred 
and forty-four pages. One does not associate 
264. 
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him with age, fur then* Is n youthful quality 
alx.ut hi.s prose and his poetry; and while his 
work is always excellent, the delicious tales of 
boyhood at Portsmouth seem to me to be the 
most faseinutmq. I see hy a recent bibliog¬ 
raphy, prepared by that discriminating and 
industrious t‘.\jvrt, ICrnesl North, that The 
Stnry of n l hut Ii»y apjiears in these various 
e.mse.s in Put. h, French, Berman,and Danish: 

" i’’n .Irtn Pmmge Histone af Thomas Bailey 
Alin- h “ 

" I u IvoheJ Aimhicum/’ 

” Ihr 1 ho bn t ine,; bVen Bulien und drei un- 
tim- • hone v«tii Thomas Hailey Aldrich." 

" Ivn KTm 1 >n-m; i Histone af Thomas Bailey 
\ Mj j< h " 

The Danish illu hmtions must he exceedingly 

amusing, 

A hint h writes to Osgood, the publisher: 

PoNKAi»oa, Mass. 

Aug m, i8«(* 

\lv in \U (tMPi«ip, Mbs Sprague V. address 
is t hail.m>.nt. Mav. You will nee by this that 
t am a .jM.inhue t*o Bugb’c, who on leaving us 
ti»r a tup tio'.ui •- i-.t, n >pi. ted me to open any of 
hi a han-j . that had ,m cvptev.iMit on their faces 
nf tie .mug au urnrn diate answer, I thought yours 
w.r: .m intl.tlioii to a farewell dinner at the Somer¬ 
set C luh, and 1 intended to t time in Ilugltee’s place, 
liver yours, 

T B, Aumtcit -* 
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Mr. Aldrich seems inclined to enjoy the repose 
he has earned, for he has given us no hook since 
1896. Perhaps it is only a pleasure deferred. 

I have often wondered that literary men are 
so willing to confide to the world their methods 
of work One would suppose that they would 
keep such things to themselves; but it is other¬ 
wise, and almost all of the brotherhood appear 
to gush confidences in that regard. Edmund 
Gosse has done some admirable things, and, 
although he still lives, I may perhaps be par¬ 
doned for giving his own description of his 
methods: 

London, July 20,1884. 

DEAR SIR, —In reply to your questions— 

1. My work being multiform and very press¬ 
ing, I have no choice between the day and night. 
I must use both. The central hours of the day 
being given up to my official business for the gov¬ 
ernment, which consists of translations from the 
various European languages, only the morning 
and evening remain for literary work. My books 
have mainly been written between 8 and 11 P.M. 
& corrected for the press between 9 and 10 A.M. 
I find the afternoon almost a useless time, the 
physical clock-work of the 24 hours seems to run 
down about 4 P.M. 

2. I make no written skeleton or first draft. 
My first draft is what goes to the printers & com¬ 
monly with very few alterations. I round off my 
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M itu-n.v; m mv head Mure committing them to 

l*iper 

d 1 u ,c im stimulants at work. I take wine 
a >! ty, hut alter dinner I m*ithcreat nor drink. 
I hat, t* I. mod tins essential to my health and power 
of walk IV only exception I make is, that as 
l am •!.. am; for the myht, -a little More n P. M. 
—I lake several rnpa <4’ very strong tea, which 
I have pnrwd 1 »v experience to he hy far the best 
..rdatn*■ foi mv umn, If I »<,o to Ml immediately 
.dir? tin. tea, at the close of a hard day’s 

nod,, 1 murs.dh deep roundly as soon as my 
head ihr pillow, Coffee keeps me awake 

and i do t , ai.oh.tl, | have tried doitp' without 
ume, hot !i av alwav i ictumed to it with henefit. 
I hive t nmrlv ytunt up tolucco, which never 

/ luted me 

j { , .01 noil, .m\ where, if t am not distracted, 
I b • ii" ult\ m wntaii: in unfamiliar places, 
the w oStm; io,,m of a mthvuy station ora roek 
on the '•> a dmfe suit > me av well (except for the 
.ile.eir .■ oi l-oole, o! icfeieu, e) as the desk in my 
study 

1 . oamt d.> hteian, oi any other brain-work 
f.«r tioi.' tii to \ hour* on a sttvtch. i Ixdieve that 
a nmo v.ho wdl umk hour i of every working 
do v,di nliim dch. appear to have achieved a 
tap.mdoti o mb m hulk, d this is an advantage. 
Hot, then, h- mu .1 In* rapid while he is at work, 
& mo ,t imt fi it iei a wav his resourees on starts 
in »■ i>n due time. 

it 1 am mi.ah nnalde to write to order, that 
o in ov niii'tm ipcumuu l can generally write, 
hut th»')* .or >». a .ion 1 win n for weeks I ;tm con• 

,*7 
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scious of an invincible disinclination, and this I 
never force. Consequently I am by temperament 
unfitted for journalism, in which I have happily 
never been obliged to take any part. 

In the above notes I have been speaking en¬ 
tirely of prose composition. Verse gets itself 
written at odd times without rule or precedent 
and of course cannot be submitted to rule. But 
my experience is that the habit of regular applica¬ 
tion is beneficial to the production of prose. 

Yours faithfully, 

Edmund Gosse. 

This is rather funny, because the writer takes 
himself seriously; and so many men of brains 
work continuously so many more hours t han 
three in each day! Gosse’s labors are mere 
dalliance compared with the work of the states¬ 
man, or even of the lawyer, who works hard 
every day for three times three hours. But 
literary men are entitled to our indulgence, and 
they must not be judged by ordinary standards. 




r I A * 1 **' uar “f <h»* American Involution was 
1 . n.-t a ^teuf war from a military point 
of view, l la,* numlrers ou^ayvd wore small, 
li;, ‘ taat.-. wore insignificant, and the 

tamil»-!!i, un,- m! tnSlim' magnitude. Only 
ti«‘ mini** It to admiration. We arc 

mm .t<un> d *.« f eveie tin* ycncrals who led 
Ujv Continental InM", m tlwir struggle dur- 
th<« ,e eu-mtnl se\en years, and it Is not to 
iii** di .jui;e ti unit ot our commanders that the 
atmir. v.lu.1i thrv led were meagre and in- 
i on ud.-fable, 'I’he ditfi/ulties they encountered 
were a. '/teat m proportion to their jrower of 
or.*u otmny theftt aa tl these plucky soldiers had 
heeti the leader 4 of the hundreds of thousands 
who contended ott the battle fields of the war 
of the Rebellion, Washing ton’s work at Tren- 
h»n and I’tiueefon has won the praises of even 
Kmdi-.h rnilitaiv i ritics, and it turned the tide 
'•ettirio O .t:oiiylv against the cause of in¬ 
dependent e, The cumpai «nn of XajHtleon, Von 
M>'Ishe, and (iraut «ere more remarkable in the 

2<M| 
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matter «»f the mm;!>vi >4 *vml»af,m<k, I nil n.,| 
ttMtv tti<::i!. au; a. rk*u i .>j,, t} .'Ju-sr 

Ut*r than > i-j’a u, >■ 

i*3.' m a Ur; a iS , manual fir 
Iv't'v.'lmuiit mu t Iv '■*;* >*? * 

.1 n)!!iiKl -» 4 .|s.m I.cnrtal 
M;UItrS! Vaimmt, flu.; »■•!:*• *, , f , r44 j 

an vvmij'U* t»l Im. m.'at.tn 4 /. u«- may 

h l,-i ilalni af, .%!»•* 1 s«it*• 1 s, | "‘y« 

I tmw ike }'3v .-.us.- >4 , mu-ru! 

**"**' ■, ' ‘if i.iu;, . t * »fu."r » 

;n f / V ■, S-us • . „Mk.»-.h.ia K- 

k»;u.u4f4 I- - *, a ,t , <‘H 1 , . )' >;;i 1 h.< ■ 

Jl i’« ‘ 1 1 >*' *.?** (' -■ 1 4 S'U : • s;S i f» t,J s , ;<) 

•Ail) *■? >,!!■•, t! jlJ' 1 ,',* 

\fu* t'.Vf !*., ,<X.th, .«• j “m *,.-»!( Sl.ilr, 

%%HtKIt !<\ ,4 U-'* * Jv.i 1 '.-4, I U* wilj }*< 

( )r?u i ,•ir.tr. ■■ >; a m*; *.»lati> 4 i In 
ill! kV> <u*i 1 nt {hr *>,< a \*t.: ; . '.>•){'. h.nr «»| };*.| 

ll»r MJI.Ui , ,,)!>! I 4 i- ft s> . 3,:-l 4,. 5,.Sis-, 

,.u* mti J't«!, ik*. •, 3;. (*. U- ■‘•ut - ufjVf nt.'ia 

1'Sa Jet,.- lit.* t'.-n Hv }St«*';r 

Ultall J/»* ".tail }<*• J, .* t;{«, »,*tS y«i 

Ujm lh»' 4iv*;-ivi a wym- a 1 -,, ,«t4 ■« ii.'. 4 ts"< .usv 

jfn'j'anny \i»n %>,;! 1 * ; -;, ^ n, utm: n> us*- 

3 * till It * fif if S Ulf.st j%’3 . ’I i l < „i f,!'' f - ’U, , 1 1 f 3.3 *4 3*41 

UlS'V !'. 4 . 

AlJiifltur !r«!*'i ».,* U .rfstm;''.*-!'. I>< l.rsi.-Jai \',i{ 

UH131, »J4«.V :•*!(* •, * -* *-},4. *-*■(,'!« J»l h> 

k»4»‘rt II. J|anv »■??, !,*»*•} ?<* k- a|.j*»ir*lri| a 
Juf4i<rr t»* lit** Sii|‘ 3 * in-' l» ust .-I th*- 1 mlrtl 

*7 W 
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State*, may Iw worthy or reproduction, for it 
ahrnvs the peMeialV. careful xujiervision of the 
detail; <>i hi* runipuie.iis; 

lie U> nir! V!' I'UHtWIICK WOMWH/8 
*i i hi, t I;;;, 

s»!i,- t o-.thmI >uur l. sHa early this morning 

!>•.. Bor trinifi oj ihc i Apjv.u. 

t Sl,; y‘ die «>)*!**»' mum fur the march of Colo, 
iiivui)'', »M.l Keipments. some circum- 

;il,tn ' v hu.- . r,i up, which fmm appearances, 
I»ukc u h ■--* .. r <4 Continental Troops 

at liY-1 Bud. uma-v .-atv, 1 therefore desire 
utt V.ill uit ,4 thin send the express 

to Col ■ to return immediately with his 

‘■•'•'I'H' at, cud ;■> join the*. Army, as *x»n as he 
1 O) I mu mm h uij.n ,, d to lind the Troops 
nu 1 1j.■ iuii) }u t*unr!‘i Berry, and only ten 
nnlct hum it, .-.Her 1 lu.l {minted out the proper 
K'.aii m the oni 4 pi on ojnt dim t tenna. You 
V,,li wiitu Culu f h.-cin* MU the subject, and order 
lam ju pur mu tin- wav mentioned in his Instruc- 
itutr, It.- will !u- <• tiu turn* in petting to Red 
Ben), with hi - i,- nr at ,\lv Intention was, that 
‘,i-u .«.;•! •!- o'l 1 I tuiinpdon .Jtuidd join me this 
nM'in’iv u ')h i lie niiimnder ot the to Kips, and so 
I thuii.-ta 1 < ‘>pie c,cd my.rlf, You are to do it. 

! aut. sir, 

Yi Mont oUnl’t ser't 

U*. i WASHINGTON 

ll >Ur ■■*■>><. her ;h».nld prove unfit for Troops to 
lairli. \uit oil! t« mum when* you are till it is 
mtuhle itv Mtmm.utd, 

Hunt 1 It IIauuison 

«*>' i 





The name «‘f f Vanin i ,An:na! }u- kvn M4 
tip la e,\ivrnfi«'-fs ever Vun* hr, i hm 
he wu;i a hruve m.m a?)»! n «•;**!*.!;<,«,, vh„ 

vif'h!i‘*f ft* a fn-hm* **f • V eMauent {if «hat fo 

tvlieveil, jualiuji- rwm ahr , n* hr tunM-S fau! 
ment, He war n1m» ivtn:: ,,>! s!m? the Irufrr-. 

el’ hi; muMtuwn su“r a 1 *, all, a r T -Jii -4* h>J, 

inter*! »«n jvnwnat j»i* J r ami m tMun'h'vmenl. 
CosnVttTim? v. hat J»*!:n \4,wn* u>, -te ,»f «»iu* 

cif flu* C«w:,tlnrj*!ai ,v, a >n, n fu- (K»t 

,\r*«4it Wits net fas w’mm Ih, he* i aval *,f 

hin trust tta-s, «*f :rjM.s,?< ?;„ih!r. hut it 

was m<t uh<41\ v, Mh.,m **s, /> | 

li hr v,a-i, la- ua je.th **. «h;m nh u| 

the t»*..1. lira fn/ain a m ,u-u <<»-,< 

!4««h 1 m the wav t.f hr. ,ih,e:t« .V-.m l{..u 
imjWvI'-.tWe it tt.t . >M if,-;*! m.mmmU*, v,?th him, 
Our tear, * I. r Wa 4n« m sm *r,re»? hv 

*mr };*!*,uleilee ».f ihe ’ms-, ha- H *.,| *mm.-h t . 

with W !iit*h Id- h>>M fh.e j ••*'• ; *h'*.M>f; 

tent «*f hi-; smSIani h *•, m- ,<,n* Im n/atla’i- 

*• a j*4tt**n«v r‘Jsai'.'if'-'j; »r v m • , ?},#* ttf* 

<4, hit ■ trmjrrot. »*m Vs-rbt s*.»S! 

wilfstt flu* Yfiiievr t-ff>•! i*. h,<> b. a m-ITm 
Hiav he etuIf*,/, "4* ; ;K e.,’ K"i:m ,»m! ,»li 

Ilf v. hi, h a fjsan ‘it* ja.-ssit ill h hhi 4 

raisji ruli-i t*i nmffv Uup>.i L <r 

Arualfj art.-, n. th« Oaves mu .4 HIimIs* 
1st; mil: 
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„ , ‘**«»AIWM-UU. March 2 U, 1780 . 

Mu. H.r I ted, -at Council of tho Stale 

i.f JemiAh.nn.i havmn published & officially 
tram,milted }.* >h.- ddfmvn! Staten, .sundry Res- 
.dnti.m, .4 dirai dated Phs 1 .uhdj.hta, Feby l\ 
J v**' heatv - hai-tra tending to nrej- 

r the tun;*!'. .4 im Fellow Cduens against me 
fo .* I’nal. which with muoh difficulty 
I h ne .*t Ire ..hiamrtl The justice due to my own 
* h,n 1. In i.oal m the Fulihe who have hern so 
/**■ 1 ’• h I trust, cause the liberty I 
h.»\. 01 !* m .oeMm , a. voiir Kxeetlency the 

y-hu.. * <■! the tom! Martial on my Trial; 

i.-.jin- .1 tail wd! do me the Favor 
1,1 ‘t' ! 1 "iH!' d & Itenoral .Assembly, as 1 

uauid v.i ,h r, t da- < 4 f hon, the miiid.H of those 

I ”<> 1! _ imta'ax.dilr Imjiivr.iou which 

ih* tuijii*- * * 1 ■ 10. 1 i ’unlit at a si 1 <t thi* 1 ’resident & 

I I inn* d at 1 Vun >*. h aiua hi» v have made, & toeon- 
iar e tho a !a 0 iiu Chaiai ter ha . Ihvu most eruelly 
4% niii-raiv a-ij.. s .*■»! 

1 hate th." lr m a to !«*, wnh tin- greatest respeet— 
\**m ha client 1 "*, mo 4 nlH'dient and 
'ei v humble servant 

!!l ' } " I« Aunoi n 

l,*r. r ' * VKNOLU 


Then* 1 an h»- no doubt an to the ability of 
Vat'ou Hun, a . a fuwuu, a soldier, and a pnli- 
tut.m. tt luteve) may he the judgment of 
iiieu ujioii Iif, mieyntvor hi*i morality, we must 
admit the Indium y ot hi . mtellect. fly lacked 
the piutet|«le, t-( ,m honest man, the efuiracter 
•nut lor uioie than mere brains, 

m 
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Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

Sir,—T he Papers and Cloathing of the Comps 
which have lately joined Mahone’s Regimt. are 
at Bethlem. The Papers are now wanted and 
several of the officers cannot appear decent till 
they receive other cloathes for these reasons I would 
beg your indulgence for Leave of absence for two 
Subalterns, six days—their Presence is not par¬ 
ticularly necessary with their Companies. I am, 
sir, with the greatest esteem, your very humble 
servant— 

A. Burr. 

Sunday II o’clock — 

[Nov. 1777] 

Honble Gen. Conway. 

Col. Burr is master to send such officers as 
he thinks requisite in order to procure the papers 
wanted and the cloths for the use of his regiment. 

T. Conway— 

Another member of the combination against 
Washington—indeed, the one who was put for¬ 
ward as the leader, although he was but the 
merest figure-head—was Horatio Gates, the al¬ 
leged hero of Saratoga, who profited by the fore¬ 
sight and energy of Philip Schuyler and the 
bravery of Benedict Arnold and Daniel Morgan. 
He won, or had the credit of winning, the victory 
over Burgoyne, a result accomplished by a va¬ 
riety of circumstances for which Gates was in 
no way responsible; and for a brief time it 
was a question whether his temporary glory 
would enable him to supplant his chief. Gates 
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Mt'dihil-ion.N oft an Autograph Collector 

jn*t siutilriS to lend Ills aid tn the cause of Amer¬ 
ica, tut ntui-, flic desolate camp of Valley Forge 
Itlfo "a Uaittmc; seh,«>I of arms, teaching, 
what thi-M- troop; had never known before! 
Ofompn..',, and precision in the manual of 
arms, )(i nms< a»td ordered movement, in the 
n *> oj the Srny.nei, the drill, and mastery of 
lho i ’"i no.» and of the open Held," 1 He wrote 
to (Cl old MCiirnde in Prussia: “You say to 
' '."Idic:, " jio thi s,' ami he doeth it; I am 

"hho.'.i to ,iv to mmr, * This is the reason why 
v"i o-v, ’it to do that,’ and then he does it.” 
Yet hr h\ d u. eel! enough It* serve faithfully 
duiing 5 !.< a,u and to end his lift* here in 171)4, 
Hr u ritrs 

SPv 1 > v 1 mi fovtlriuy an abstract of 

t’;. j v >-i ;! 1 , oj lit!., State drawn from 

iSir 1V > !’ ;; j: V iJit . von will observe that sup- 

jto os,; li. I d, U ■„ !i «, all.es tit I lit* JH«» ItlClt Voted 
Ci ill a ihr •»'!’.i!/, i in the Held does not dimiti- 
i ni i *')) non will still !r wanting of the £)uota 
d>-i, ; oimi'd nv t oji-.Mi"., With respect 
l am 

\ OUJ K\< elleney’M 

>o i,Hi Most olrd, Servt,— 

S i t j hi*:m 

• ■ i, ; i >. s',-c, - Map (h*», 

On.- ot the numu impends who fought under 
<iate-, at Sai.itooa wan John <Hover, and he 

1 it so r, W * *!l‘tw U ll’l'ill, |1. ittil, 

*77 






Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

was a gallant fellow, who vindicated the title 
of the Marblehead Yankees to fame as ferocious 
fighters. Glover’s name has long ago faded 
from memory, and only the collectors of “ Rev¬ 
olutionary Generals” give him the tribute of 
attention or respect; but there is a natural 
vigor about this letter to his wife which en¬ 
dears him to me: 

On the HIGHTS 3 MILES above Stilwater. 
Sept. 26 1777. 

My DEAR, — I wrote you the 21 since which 
nothing material has happened, saveing last night 
I went down with a party of men & supprizd the 
Enemys Piquet took one Prisoner killed seven 
took seven knapsacks & guns—one sword 7 Blan¬ 
kets by 3 Deserters from the enemy we are in- 
formd they had killed & wounded in the battale of 
ye 19th 746, we had only 100 killed 202 wounded 
part of which are since Dead. Thank God, I am 
well, hope this will find you & children so to whom 
give my Love & best affections, & regards to all 
friends, & believe me to be most Sincerely yours, &c. 

m „ John Glover— 

To Mrs. Hannah Glover, 

Marblehead. 

Another general of little notoriety, but who 
was a brave officer and distinguished in his 
time, was Mordecai Gist, of Maryland. His 
letter shows that in those days of patriotic 
fervor there were hostilities among our revered 
ancestors which seriously threatened to disrupt 
278 
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ilu* tempo? ;m miimi uf Americans against the 
mvadn"', is5".h-.h. !t is a matter of wonder 
that all the--e minor quarrels anti feuds were 
htui»*d at U a. am! that personal enmities dis- 
appmued ,< t rompletek that ilu* record of them 
ts 1‘toutn;' l.nut ami almost indecipherable, 
to .S' • letter : s*.r. us a little insight into some 
of the le ..n tt-mUlei of the |H>ritKl: 

ilu iiMOiti:, Mh April, 1777. 

Sea 5 U a ion.-i tn»m t, <>ln<iel Ramsay I tiiul 
that a « : 1 1 • 1 ,, a .erne individuals has prompt* 

id hi > ( ■ - - • t du a .plertt ami 111 nature in a 
r.< ; .a "S' i", prop, n >itmw; a report of 

i,a I - - ',■ t, ai'/ii'., ami (leneral Wnsh- 
■ - -a. « 1.' ' 'as eatir alar jmr|H»>e*t to march 
» • \ v.h U hi.- ' ;<'*!- «,>1 « uoadered as a resig- 
no’,," th-' * ■ ui !• a!.)! 1 under.tund you are made 

.1 pi , 0 ) 1 . I ah 1 1 on ad* r the author of this 
>t,.a so, „ ;,ij e led n* un pitv than resent" 

■; -a ! a id I u.c h- , n ,0, itted of its gaining a 
• : •, ..J 4 e ,'e wah „»me of' the memlters ot your 

j i,, l in 'ill not have tumbled you on this 
.. . a.a, 1 l atu to.tlv “'it «urti-i that no art ion 

nr , . ids. t utifii- ».m e.ive a '.auction to such 
V. ail tin h.‘ t plan ability of truth, and 
Mi , 1!; , 'oil Sr.-'o-i 111 m 1 , tde h id the honour 

Von, r . o» <hmend Wa-hington by 
, 1 v,hao ici, e'e ept a lew tines 
t,, \i; ii--, , ? in, .at \0napoI1.1 re-,porting the 

, d• ■ t o. i '" 1 V rnthh, ol thi': Slate, 
i,/n i .;.,,m led.; .d me toi a eon iidemble term 
id o, ,j t fj.e 1 10,1 1 ,fitv made v*aequamted vuth 
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mv .i*/,,'. hii■ - ■ *,«, \,>. n 

,ih> !n: , Mt I'-.uff, 

4«<i K tj{,- 18.', ‘r:,\h;i t ' l -,i / •< 1, * fit,/ s:,v«rs 

m!v *4 U'.nn\; t>'.*. H h? ! s /its,! „ n tfni 

Sh-sv. «!:;■'*/ ‘is: h Unv jf<.? 

V . If "t <--tf fd, I ;!h tv-ilt 

nli/Itn , .-*s|T i.< I: > *, / sit,./ u| 

duKUt? srn !<•*«> >4.h! ,s.!h; 

.K'MOS'-.anss *,*;!«■,,-n sn„', si 

!*»•' vis‘'"i: 4 sH f.. :n 
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N«*iv Uiev Mill show you the house 

uhuh Mr-i. What* kept us u tavern in 1776, 
am! where the surly, discontented Charles Lee 
woo cujuuml he the 1 lnti:;h in a most ignoniin- 
ihii.h lav was a brave man and an 

Oliver id mtellm.emv. but lie was a passionate, 
intemjier.de pm,on, more ambitious than pn- 
lunfir. and. as Mrlhrk, the guttle historian of 
Smiii-s , t, navs. with more accuracy than ele- 
lie w.ri " roustitutmnally a sorehead.” 
He was til .appointed when Washington was 
jiirfet '«■(! to bun as commander-in-chief; but 
hr. J.ae o! .oheotme led him to accept a coiti¬ 
on-.cm a. nu;oi t-eneml, and he served, with 
mum- < oinpknub mid much mumbling, until 
at Monmouth he came to his fall. He is not 
,m amerublr jn-fion. His fetter gives a slight 
uidii atuifi n| hr, chataefer: 

I *!■ r h stuMI tmmdmr 1776. 

Ih f *i M u It s««u tiavr mtnon to think 
thrf »*nv * <>n-»uU i.tMa * *ujr, u{ thr Militia will 
jmtJii \<>u hi frw vhii iiMv vmttirr to keep 

Po* P* ,1 -a pf« ml to t upv, lint if fhrrr is no 
t Mt *u h a jun v<*n, f would liy no mam** 
k o,r v-mi u ,0 an, ( n \nn iiin'Jit with your km 1 
oum Is . . in a pn Alum wlo* U hrmniuh o cvtimklrr- 
da I U in iii.oilt tif vttrpnayMtt 

tUa. / .i I V'O Il<dj5,| tv i t! 0 f *» t!u hill wlltTi* two 
t » aty V, a at fV!lmu P JljulllO* ptv) Ofr |K)NUhI 
|m »mmi thr Si'.tir-, it t h hy Nature and 

,tK| 
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than nnlit,in, hut nhoeeflier lush,anti onecan- 
n..i help havit!>; an affection for Maxwell as 
well as a : !»u his ability as an officer: 

t-;i 1/ m Town, ml Au&t 1779- 
l’l ^ !f 1*' >W n-.i MS. I ,uu favoured with yours 
*’ s *h< .'"hi Tie unnatural dispute has 

hnT.n 0 . . a .ill mi lath r schemes of life and 
1 h id ;ii,t .rat.ii ms self down at the 
.’>i> "1 ' i ' 1 ' \h' .md <nils Maided some agreeable 
1 c tl i .■ ij S uu > ’!ie«i w ,i , I lose [silts onffuj^ed) 

•" ei h m • **o o m.under of my days. 

1 h a ; .i! •"v hie ii*i*, v appears to have lieen a 


i liUrad \ * i. ihoii ;h at ,.o late an hour, 
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T ! e‘ -to '■ I' liua .a*j nmera! of the army, 
iT.-i'h. ii \ 1.a Im i o uianne that he barely 
i no.*,! r.o. t! : i ' mi. ,i entimrehen'.ive of eyolo- 
j'">h,i , PA-,ii h he receive ; due credit in ffnr- 
l'nr\t l.futftui »d I' nit til Stott's History. 
Ho ie?.<|. led Pin irfd -erviee ;uul deserves re- 
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\\‘r are ti't] certain that we know much 
,l ’"' 1 il11 ' *T- ate assured that he was 

K* " •" 1 "• Til, ur are not much en- 
i i- !■,!•'.<■ 1,1 in; encounter with the 
v."ii la In, 1 1, i\i!a;ci k ride at Greenwich; 
,mh ail lim ioutusjon of historians we 

am at a h>*a a* luunv nuvthim* about his life 
l’ii"t o> liic h‘i-M>iut!«u. At one time it was 
*'*•■'*■ t. h!i. nudei that he was horn in 1718, 
noil iji.it h- ni ro t:io lAeneh War; and the 
p'i i <s- i»| i '-1101,1(11 Ir.ntjn* he; plunyh to ily 
t * 1 t aa,h<t,!,,. ,, . a vluMirn t\ lamiliar to' ns. 
h*'- - -i.„r i ■ ,iii"U haw* mi (list mtel my 
m>,' .! v,,;!') sr-aia ;u I'uliiatU that 1 am not 
! IJ ' r *t 1 !" n.ioiii air, than; about him except 
thai in- ‘,'1.i, .1 HI.)!'s eeneial in the Continental 
iiruiv u |««.j one at that lint! that he wrote 
e tar i.dile Kv.-h J| 1 < u|»H last*! Ut£m*, however, 
that h> '.'a -■ 1 hr immediate vicinity when 

” 1 hi i!,ri ! hh ' via-, taught, and therefore he 
h ■ . a pa ,p'<it to tame, Tits?, doeument of 
la, » ei land v pse-.i-t a-, the record of his illit« 


r' * t > ,■ 1 * a; Si;nll Hunt three I tollers 
■ail 1 h ,>'■ mi', tom »*< a Sluio or Pmi tort inti 
>4 1 ...m,*!.'<■ >■- hi, !<!. ml. ot otherwise »n the 

( ■■. > -.1 ahi 1 ■*.a > ,nh. i.iim-f, m a urant of 

t .• i;, 1 .a ! .’j.-i I’-.vi ih»- , mull bv Major <lenend 
I* 1 •! el i w. t hv I he River Missixeppi 
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North by the River Yason betwein the Latitude 
Thirty two & thirty four. Dated at 

Charlestown, $t,h December, 1772— 

Israel Putnam. 

It is not often that one may come into posses¬ 
sion of a real written offer of marriage by a 
hero; and the gallant Alexander Scammell, 
the handsome, dashing soldier, who met his 
fate at Yorktown, has given us a genuine love- 
letter. I wish that I could pause to dwell upon 
his personal history, but I cannot. He was 
brave and wise, an excellent adjutant-general, 
and I regret that "dear Naby” seems never to 
have responded favorably to his suit. He 
writes to her in these ardent phrases: 

Camp Middlebroqk, Deer. 26th, 78 

DEAR Naby, — I have wrote you so many let¬ 
ters without having the pleasure of receiving a 
single answer, that I am in much at a loss how 
to address you in that way which would be most 
agreable to you. I wrote you in my last that 
I entertained hopes of comming to Mistic this 
winter— The duty of my office is so great & of 
such a Nature that I am apprehensive, indeed am 
well assured that His Excellency will not grant 
me the Indulgence unless you would generously 
sunnount the supposed difficulties which you 
think lay in your way and condescend to give 
me your Hand as soon as I arrived. In that case 
the Genl is possessed of so much Delicacy & Gen¬ 
erosity that I am sure he would give me Leave of 
286 
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ah-m ' • hr u mm air Mill dmenyajved, & that 

I i* ' '*>'-uu\ 1 m Imrr U that i;\ ihe cane, my 

a o- * '* * -i I - i.r mitft mtifly tryed tne to 

I*’ 1 5 '’ ^vti Hum 4 that (’ W, that 

"1 * fi 1,! ♦ i ! ■ "M ;a a tender, a moat fixed 

a a - > 1 U r V.iih i,u\ daar yiri are ad- 

’ ■- * ** . -ad ro«u otdrrnerv *tay 4 The 

ir * 1 : h> ' ’ Mii|ilr nr Haste .r«\ the mwrtion# 

»*f sd ■ rJ f d* truuu 4 , out *mii feelings, nay 

dam r „ <> m* v M.mSUo 4 Ho till* lliarmtl Htatt? 
tr 'V • ? • a * ^ h m;n , i hr mo t eltythlia & that we 
> >> -I ' h’ ' Mfiirijlnl till me arrive at 

to * ' 1 • 1 ' 1 - • mr it main rutile, the 

a* >' ; Vim r , * d rr.r m *uir iiniiita, The 

II a r V r - i 1 1 dm f4nr ij-a! ohfrettofj III Vtiltr 

m ■*' 5 ^ 1 ’Vi- , /- rm m 1 unr with yon, is 

r 'V ' 1 h* < •* n* 5 < uu*um 4 jmrftajtH this 

me ' '• 1 ' I ; '“in;! Il file wort tender 

V»' ^ 'm I ’ * * > r l .a! in,itr \i»tt happy, 1*111 
no u * ? m n > m « ouinhut*- mole to it than 1 

rati 

dm V- ^ vr *"/: nu r ♦*» mfiiiiatt* eonneetiofi, 
:ad,; . d ; , ' m rinj4 > umieumwy and 

mn • * *M \\ r m>* writ ,?M|triiiitn| with each 
mV m ad . m a e«i jfimm \ on are the only 

4. * ' M ! d« Id d^n euro r mil Von have it 

III * • m m i * m dm' mm ttm hujppirM, w<mf nrate* 

Ini SI-*, >d !*., ir a rid o lt*mr whole at tidy would 
lm m m m-r * e* i aiiinsfiiieiit Von are 
l * m , r;da drlr fir a it mtlottn ivllldl 

,,d: -m , , \ r a-r ! - a, o math ♦ rnelty or neglect 

s » *. - . f m a addr. ,da,Mid,-4 A i Jr voted to yon, 

fli - , ? - s di * ,«* «, ' niiam r.un! 1 nntjiire you 

hv d Vr ' Jm I m- >4 tdlrlld lll|i # hove A the 
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Meditation* of an Autograph Collector 

jtinu- »ti tiuivnuu*. This letter was written by 
him *>uly a few days hetoa* the famous battle: 

MAst ucHt tm, August io, 1777. 
Siu, Your favour of H <*t the clock last even* 
mr, ; ome to hand pm isrlv at tl this morning. 

fu Hen! S*huyler'.s wpiext, joined by 
s<ti» I immediately t-oiH’d tin!era for my Brigade 
t« fd 1 •; in order to march to Bcnning- 

Ho }»'>•,! .,',1 So to a -nuiv Uenl, Schuyler 
that I will do m my {turner to promote 

(he l c;>-»4 An4 S Hatter myself tbit he has 
nea,- Ii 1 i!i"i than to de me 1 .hmdd do anything 
th.it m t\ lb '.dtvf 01 at pie ,ent prove inconsistent 

tt.rit Hi" - 

} am a *, -mi m*< 4 uU-dt humble servant 

John Stark, 

Tm a; i fo'os \ 

1 '-hall tr.t’d the temptation to add more to 
the jo. on! of {{evolutionary pertemlK. They 
an* mtmerttua, ami jiefbap-; a little ton prolix. 











» f "* rt'r " ^ f ;C- ■: « .m, - . v 

Jm’Iv -4 ,! J' ‘/, ,i ;!>. -.,.-1 f., 

' 4 ,v 4 «', f■ ** i ■’ ‘ *. t S,*,[ ,;, tf 

; ; ■ ,4 h i >\ t _ />, 

t!r:i a> • H , : ^ I i< ::r 

I’.wAnth <A,* ,• f <■ J , iU 4 ; 

• ; ; „ :v .., t . 

I ar-'iM * ,>-,,1 , v », •, i ' (j 

that (4 .4 ■/> i,..-, 

... ?*■ .'.',.,.4 ?, ,. t 

t;Ur * f ’ ^ r ./ i; : - t - 

is hi /V i, ,4-:' • 4 , .1 , 

»•! tiff ; . 4 )-.',; ■(,,.) , , 

-'5 '■ ?,,■ *r,t\ 1 1 . 

,*;» 4 j • -4 . , , , ; ,, U , , i h/ t_, 4 

V,,!-) . ■ v, • ’ iv ,» _4! '4 ,! ’ 

4"> **',‘2, , v• ■, f 4.. • , > {,| 

f ' A 5 ,• 

'■Mj.-m vj*. , v ; !«. ' . if,..,,, 

w m,i h V ( *!»-• |»,.u„ • >* ,, r i.„. 








^•dihii'iuu.s or mi Autograph Collector 

Ml hi-, mthv.1 amt Hturewted in dis- 

I ’iv .h 

r "’ ': r <’ »’■ *■-» >'• thwnsm— 

! ' !,i o| h\tfu-rt Morris, 

* !v ' ' “ i i* 5'ivi. »; 4 *rrv, McKean, «nd 

1,, ' ! :i s iHaim to his ulti* 

J!< m ■..I.om lu> t‘in-nuntm the rare 
*' k ’ *'*-.*, »n • to comprehend 

^* '■< ta.,h mkI !*» h,iv<; a s«nK« of 
h;,; n nu > (!>,». t, fail there is n certain 
.(‘/j..'-;. .>!;>»):{ the Si«;nt*r?i. They arc 
’■ ■ -■ 1 ' 1; ' »l»ev appeal nut only to 

,, in.* M .<;! -.jH'.'lMlIIJ (H^>(*U\ 

' ‘ 4 • * 1 '''* * 11 ’ ‘m- :- , iM!,»nai*i*n, as all pood 

■ •’i*'- ■ >!■> i '• vr it. pan jfj,. faded, yellow 

r-r ' ■ d karL i i list* well nho i*iuv n now 
'’’I'niii' ! * i • 1 ic allira? tho<piiTr,caeoph- 

< i-j 4 iijfrU* ilnrnv over the 
i . ? 5 ,e ts..’!".,; **,ir u\ Lutiifs, Kintf % 
•<r,r r ■ ! < >■ it, -aIc.iI "Urd‘- an-1how: muffled, 
'■miaous, j ,“a in os»! -?«v h-,'* Huston Harbor 

w k i* h taw '.jvi led T-a: behold a Fenn- 

■ i 1 * >‘«o f ‘ /, pathe; , ami rie lofijj, on 

I nn-l, 1 ■ j I, in, . ;,u v .UifiOlUU iiU* ill Hfltf'VOl- 

I'-*’ -’Mi".-! nmW liar Star banner, to the 

1 ‘1 h. f I in! Hie is horn, nnd, 

v. fasl-i ji'k ■ II »111 f|uj ( I Sir whole world!’' 

I’..- ia ■ ,tn mlii 1**1 of ,'ilntemon, 

to .a. • it.’ .o-. h ,t dative body m one 





MuditiitiaiiH uu 4 »\iIU*ctar 

WM'.ii.l 1 .* Ui> i ’<■ v "", ( > ,t . || (i . 

U|«v »v an-i tt«l 

.v‘"!n«vi it)’-"- w-.,,.>*,».( -4 »..(,< ijs.^hn 

nail *h !>•,: ,>hS. :f !>«, |f H > 

iSMi/'.i ’ *■{ *v ''■'.n'.i,. •' f ar.si 

t I?in", 4 : h!,,\ ■. »•{ Ha n 

, 1 !, 5 .*:'/(*',; 

Kt.n*'.!; 4 ?•* I !nr ! <, V« ,!•".•• (!ff„ ,nni 

:?)<• '.iirti'f a:;,j ;h ‘: \;I,«!>,•; ||| 

l.v- 1 - >1 .« 4 -,ra{ ill 

,<• t , *..',5 ", {■*. ** U,i 

fair. V hv , l.i*! >•; 

Ti :- 1 .. , ”, ;.>> k\:>? ,,,( •, 

a! ,iuu!»h,: r v,\ !, ■* , ? f, ;it Ui,n\ 

{*natj.'„ . - ■:» <,* 1 ", v> I- ' •4 I .frau- 

*»U'.h < f'U-i"' 1. >/,, ;n ,<;■[, ■ , n •,ad Ii» 

it, At U), ,i"* . .1 ■ fir 

by 4 **■„ !*<"' I a. > " -A.iii’.r-; 

•‘>t >)\ »" I;:"i *»/• a ■ m {a.iu.j; 

■!»*5S!r n !.,fU- a, ), ,1 | / , t *i 

\li J.air'. rt | j ■. ij.j 

llik- ’ " i ; , f I V- in- ItU 

ui'shr*!, j l> • >r<\ .w;'.",,' a , i<; * in tn 

H.i’J, ;>/ 4 ■ : ; ,<■ , S:.,;n • , 

S in' '“'l 1 , 1 a 1 <,A ... : r ,’t, L ,, ih /»*; fn-’J 

III %••,.>( Mina;,.,,• j.,? f \ 'nh*< 

»,t. l,. i{.,r | 

.<:;<»! i!n- , , s >; *(,, ■ s' 1 

Ira’.f, r. f>;<• *»,t,*f i- ■*,, ln.4 i *5 , , •’ I.' . * if«.n 






Mrdihtfioiw # mi j\uto«rapli Collector 

what >t in Tu the Honorable John 

l,an».o|t*n, who atsmwmiH enjoyed the distinc¬ 
tion at Iteiiiv; flu* that pnvmlmjr officer of the 
Senate at tin- taut,it! Status, Hnrtlett writes, 
with one h sense hut defective spelling: 

t‘im .utt u'lin, <!(***» sj i 77 8. 
|tj \u Su;, Hv the rvet’.il letters which have 
,m* u, % . hv the Hritti.Hh CommLssrt 

rhev (m iv jv-, e , ,k-«t ol an Idea ihat Congress 

h *■> «■> <k*.l then !>••«» i . in fitmimg an alliance 

with i i as md m u-\r, the Commiw.rs offers 
»<f It', mu .ml that m l«ith those influ- 

i we Slid a- .--mian to (he :en:ie of our 
t • e .‘aa avt. Uh*«h( i * I it v nie fealty Deceived 
by tie- h-t*, ... • that they uveiu* from the 

■etri.u Sm».» . •* whet bet they mean to Deceive 
*4hr? . ,hme ait h tal ehood.s, f am uneer- 

1 tot tht , I N,m ,> *t,»m of, that .mi long as 
Huts,on hr. siw "i h«<|<r temaming of our 

.uhsr.ifuH a:;: i.t Is. i liKifiiiiatmn again, jthc will 
nriri set" nab j « I'tujittv and consequently 

the w n *■ n a {> e. therefore our Inter¬ 

est e< - mi*. :iv e Il'itOrn %\ ewiv Iwdy ii**e that the 
I s«is- h alh.o.. r m>.S the Meje< lion of the of!era 
of tlw t , .or aj.jfiovrd of universally % 

Htf.f St-Ov., that that j-owei ofnuking i’eace& 
.*r,*is.if "Hi,,. i:!.r Ht.no f- t. % rated m ilt'ly in tilt* 
. .A, me f sower *4 HejircNenting the 
State Will > >.>>Oe Of M Knumlay, 1 0 \|MVt to set out 
!..» So no ?h‘- He,.mousy ><l ne*t week: ho|te jm>jier 
« .or will i-v taken t>*have t!ieState ivjiresctitctlhcre. 

'S .an fu. rid H servl 

,I* sKI Mi ItAJiTI.KTT • 
AU 






MmiiiaSion.« si ais ^--'H nr h t:.-n<vrar 

VW „tf«, „*i- f *■• ‘ ■' ■ * S;.- i',7y,>, 

inls»n 7V " •» *: r ■;« j® 

sk** >'>‘i \ .i.-i" ’■*'"• ; ; 1 <i! s •; *, lSi |v 

it!IV *->• r - - 7 .- .7 , ' ' ' > I >■ 

Wiv; *’! 1 ’ 5 •' t'V - n!- 7* v'' fft-i 

t '.)!•*' !*' '': j ■' . '-i' , •:! V, ! . «, k- Vt; i 

in k.it: ■ Iu“ v. n «< f ,-,< , ‘ 1 ! ■., : 

> '• "• ^ i i;«i 

Ik M! S’.! ! *V' ! ! | 

•• *•" ■''< r.r 4 , 

4 . ■ ■■ * t. . , ' ' • < •••,.• - f f| 

» ■■ s. , ui 

Ss/ i ( • 1 1 ’ 5 ., . ", k 

v*k' ■ !’■ >:.'■( 1 " : ' ' 1 ■ ■ , 

• ' * . • ; ' , ■ ■ - | 

,i , ,i ' • " r , . <■ ■ ' , H 

! .« !■- , ' - - ', - ■ ' , , <•,, 

S»'Ji " Vi S!’ ' 1 i ' ' ■ " , ■ 

IVu,' - r . •: ! ■ ■ ■' ' 

is;s ■ r ■ 1 • ' ' " ',*'■• I v 

I • 4?'. ; V 1 A f , 

41 • - k « • 1 : . 

Y*,»ur» rtlfr* Iftniiiirly 

} 1 

J*kf; "* L ’ ■ . ■ '* ■ ■!) , 

ttti »>?«’ *"'S '• • ; - «-,f j»f 

! > *<."'• ' , '<•;? : . <"■ ■„ ”* '-i ,5 ,' 

}• tl.'i ’’ ■ ■ - “ ' " 1 ,tr. 

Citni-'. Vs-^S , ! :-A ‘ ' J 

MtSics I-.,-, * ? /• i.' r 1 ’ . 

?v»«; " ,4 »• e , - ' ■. 




" V' *«? ,tS ?f5r!l| , iiu ttu - 

I ' '<■ v.r r *45 !m tisai'.v u!s<* 

Staia !>!,!*- *rh !v Jit* hail 4 

s;s*nt •!>'<1 «<{ »S '4; a-, ;n anil mHii.fhf 

|»|( a I \) ,.*!'<! ■„,*< if fhn; Mart hmt! 

ji'-.t; .> a *,* . ar Ich-i that Mu* 

M!-aa; ' "* !na ">»,/ , - . V ,* ,I j-r' <-:i , bnfH'.'it, 

a!, \.V'\ ,<:'>! ,» 1 'i;‘ ;,,-r a ;-a u! fjt r atsjf 

u| Hi a. ' .. , ,\'i , I j ,■ !• 1 j,,l tSn« lit--if Vtf.lt 

IV- a!- • f U ,1 .] H,,a« i-H'.-n !‘„4 ilianti.in, 

' 1 <*v- 4* »•£ V t . ... Vs'Hi , ilatSMlk 

I 1 a- ' . i .. M •<>' a/-, |} v, 4 '> 

»*ll 1 ’* t ' ' ' ■*■ -a •! U . la:.'. ■! ■;; V. iMt j>a| 

• /' * ■ !•' a ' * .M ■ V \ K / ,;"4 ?! .4 I I.H;, »a’|, 

v, " ,M - ‘i In 1 ‘i,| V > v i,i j, a hast, , 4 /<l 

f! >• Sr,at; V , • , »’’:•! IV > f ’ 

|ri;.< 'It.SI , aitVi’Snb I.a V.lhf **J! Vrtn)K'li til 

Ji.i'nifl. ' "a ut (hr .'we*. <’ ' < > iaf'f It is 

ll I'll I* I hr’a >,r f!’. •! ’hr**' , ,il. I if* -If |* h 4,14'rj 

in ■ - 1 nd j>*\ 1 ', 

I >■' * r } la<«. >■» h air fjstiH’ Mfr, lit- 

It*"" •!' I ■ ■ , .’!■! lafil'. » i.Sf'SHt.t; in 

1 -thrf lr *S 1 , ’I K, . > » ■ \ J, S 

i u lyS.j 

S' .1 ^ 4 I ' --I ,* 14 >a »*!if *4 lh * 

* * vj >'■ J v * - f v'^‘Ms in hi <• *>*■-*% lo Ir tilininf 

111 ! ,r ^ l'i ' % ? '* ^ i I'l Mr<i f 1 ^ ,*! t 

J ^ - *’ I ’ ■*' - r h" 15 m> , I 


Meditations of an Autograph Collector 

to request that you will appoint a suitable officer 
under your command with such aid as you shall 
judge necessary to proceed to Penobscot & give 
him Instructions in every respect strictly to carry 
into effect the views of the General Court manifested 
in the inclosed Resolve; after this business is 
effected you will please to transmit to me the Re¬ 
sults of your doings. . . . 

I am, with Respect, Sir, 

Your most obed. servt 

Brig, geni* mcCobb. John Hancock. 

1 must not. spend much time over the more 
obscure Signers, and I come to Elbridge Gerry, 
later Vice-President, who gave to our political 
vocabulary the famous word "gerrymander." 
He had ability and independence of character, 
but as he was not a devoted admirer of Hamil¬ 
ton and of Hamilton's methods, he has been 
disparaged by the Hamiltonian historians. A 
patriotic citizen and an intelligent, faithful 
public servant, he always possessed the con¬ 
fidence of his fellows, and the fact that John 
Adams made him one of the envoys to France 
in 1797 shows the regard which even a political 
opponent had for him. He writes to Samuel 
Bradley in 1813: 

I have received from Doctor Manney, in London, 
a package in regard to which he states, that "the 
large parcel addressed to you contains books in¬ 
tended for sale by auction for improvements in 
296 


Meditations oi< an Autograph Collector 

t'jvhurf, 1 request you to retain them till Mr. 
Saturn J Hi alley N you communicate,” I have 
al.o a nni’,.i/!iu* which he ways his printer ad¬ 
dles,-.e;. )m: vour acceptance*. Kudosed is like- 
wi' 4 * a pi ' 1 pci tu.%, tI'.m.Muitted to you agreeably 
*" h; • nque.t. l'lease to inform me by a line 
vdine p. d. po.it the package and magazine; &, 
it I should In* alt cut. Mrs, Kerry will order them 
to the pS.i, c. d near this, you may propose for 

111 mi; thnii 

Here is also a letter to Vans Murray (who 
uas envoy to the .Netherlands in 1797), written 
in \ptil, In»m his post of duty in Franee: 

■ 1 llatfci mv.sell that you know me too well 
in suppose that .m " olln tal reception'' a mere eivil- 
i!v, 1 ovdd have the writ',lit of a feather in forming 
hi tin luaul .a important a decision: if I had an 
.iinhitiou of tin. kind, it has been <Sc is now in my 
jH'Wei to ip.iidv it, hut 1 would nut give a sol to 
have m\ name affixed to every treaty of the U. 
Stan , made <u to In- made during my life; indeed, 
all !«•!-.011,1 S i ouMilerations are against my remain- 
mi; hen- the Mate of my family demands my im¬ 
mediate return to it; emolument is out of the ques¬ 
tion, e.n h i*i the envoys having sjient his salary. 
A one ot them nearly twice the amount, hut if the 
emolument was i.!o,otiii a year it would he no lemp- 
! it ton to me to he sejierated from my family. . . . 

Those ot us who are familiar with the fac 
similes of the Declaration are mindful of the 
tremulous signature of Stephen Hopkins, of 






Meditations of on Autograph Coliocior 

U'ltade Island, wh*< ua \n hi*. mwetnte-!! u*ur 
when he wrote the laln-ran; rhasa. iv> ■■., ami uhu 
was aftli'-fni with partial f*;ua!va-», lit* had 
enjoyed the honor u} Who,* a * htrJ )u di.v for 
.Home date, althutsyh In* wav not a lav,vet, hni 
a farmer. hiiui-.unev.*:-, ami men hnn\ and In* 
was ten fanes eh** en you-inm m tht hole .,>! 
««uy, it was *|»tttmj «»m* **S he. seim ; »*i >>‘.v »• «s 
rhief many.Irate that lie wn»|r ila • Lin t, *a. 1 1 n. h 
is dated a! Provtilenet* ♦»?» .\tu;ii,? 

The. moment i »i i !. m . ;■ • > < ,.r, •, 1 e 

!au« eV r». !<< .;nr tie i * >* «<■ t ■,* ' i* .• 

imnw, ail .1->‘J ill,' Ihh-.f St, d. .■<< . a! 

Btadd**. 1* .tad tit tuv **l In mjs>. , - re.< Jr,,. 

l.-.att ev.-Hl <»J ■*<am* <n otn...fa. s < ''0: t, i 

that l tWityhi a an, Jtni n< e. i *'-.■• h,. 

I'hjtJe a JJ>»( Lie.vane, v .vs a,-. Snee 

ativ tithtv tju.,:fe> 

i aha!,! mimedtatelv ...II <<w 'aid V, add 

tt*«elWr and re* nm. ml So ‘.Lav m <h- .t- -a . -t 

malilit-r the dome, a.-nlb-tv; -.t, fire. in.-a r..v,,< 

trnv.ud a!)!!,’, the. smWes.e u-.’ m 

tm; nnv t*thei the ».m, Net , V. L a ,.-Wt,*d 

wall W th. i»e.;hl mad e5tV»n« h < .. t den, . ; ■. ,j 
mi« 1» a .e t . .smnrn m id; La* , u . h.., a. 


Cnmiitlerimt the ha* that John Wrhn 
had fteen in this romOrv mdv rad ; 1 > * a: . when 
he* atiiuai hia name t«< *W \h< Lea*" *m, hr mma 

••< 0 - 




















Modihttionn an Autogruph Collector 

h* >.*.’*! ■*' ?M,u- t!u»l.- ,1 distiutfiushiHl mark as 
II !»,t!li»- u.t. tullrcl Su tlu* presidency of 

t :i ,yb\ tim \ hi,, memory Lh dear to 

rnr^.-‘..iPi*o« n«* mmoti* villas ns all 

V» - th»< id two homes 

i»f v’- “• !.sh- IhmhhSu! old "Morvon," 

v,h-.-; ! ,V St ‘i lo*:i hv.d, nod "IWulutu!” 

•* ! ’ ; •' ‘mdy S. oHdmwn who pro- 

.ler-t . \\, i*-,h hv e.wtly a century. 
1 ■" h”u in -o-nrat importance in 

i-;- ■ ?«).»*}, but if shows, at all 

■ ■»-» • ud haehttnnl in the support 
of • v, ■> r ('Mint'd, ttiie hundred 
t»* s' i » . ■ f. .’>U .tun in those days: 

t Siej Mtlv.o. r?m, 

M - V-di-.U't .fttime is brother 
tn I•• !" \h hh*t Ut««irHlf of this 
t *•> *' I*,'-,. ?v.;n ( ‘ i.u.•sn*-v» t«n{eUa*r. mtd 

hr *■ ‘ .'M-. i> - '!•,>•« ?,.>u for tf you 

t *• ■ •' i> >• h ;oi, tn t»fi milit for 440 

n 1 ■■■■ *r. - }«•?' to-, of report and 

• *, , ■ ; t.'ht mr «it» iHftuii!-; mort? 

I '■ ■■ " ■!,’ r <!;»':> |.avm,v! J*t the time 

j 1 ; , 

\ H’.U'i »\s 

ivi VVt rttl.K.StHKJ.V'— 

Mt> M >.,!•. b (i , r.v , .1 

V' , }v<-; _ , 

i 4? m| Jlrkiuir^ ttatf not one nf 

*«:>' : »-S t||t' llllll IlH Ictttiff# 


Mrdittttiom* t»{' an Ai5l.Hm»|'h Olbvtar 

arc hut mtiU-r.itrU i.u.', hu? !,,*>-•*, 

in July, ?n am Sts,nr: ,»}»• <-A i 
it t.» fhi* itr.d 'b.!', ,• k . iU .,, 

» tjlmijv.f (4 fht.' itr 1 4 ,ttus> . m Il4ib*i k -i| l ! ! !»i 


*'nK u- i i-.‘i \ W. ^ - x *s , ( > h 
SlH. -I KVs -I ts.'Ki, % .'>*■; • h-y, N ). tv 

•>«*1 *»n» *»*■' h }>'*'■*. .<‘4 .» 4 , JJ. 

tt.H-. };• *h ti, I ',4 • l >. ,<>, ',*• ,4,1,. ( tl 

-.wiMr s*. 4 , 

V"UI ;b U .<;! <• : - ’ll ’* i .f 

tl» Sirttl ‘A <!,*, l! :* ;»• ” !• ,/ |j y< ; 

V'-V'* 4 -t- Jr,.' • ' >. I 
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>t I'i'di’ .’.nlWv, ,4 ,-Jlrti. remarkably pleasing. 
Uu- e.u V;?',;u*.u * knnvtlor, tike Mr. Justice 
.■* }';,<• Snpieim* t.turt, Ih^iui his study 
«f Itu .»t about thnt> yeans >4 uKt\ and attained 
?He liii/hf a rtismrjiiv. hui Miller sjient his 
•* ' m Is medicine. while Wythe 

l-.t-'-r.! »bw.«> -u-atu a, n.hhiUf himself of a com- 
M'.il.h- Mu-', settling up with his 

»:***»*• <? ■ hr ',rn!.'4 »I*>w 11 1» work, makingample 
i-.j h : vein , .4 indiscretion, and 
at r:.•/>*',, it*«m ,m ulental poisoning. 
!h»"u- :?ui.\ lettens *4 his t«» 1 h* had by 

Ui»- .lutin' ♦ ••!’.(-* t-*?. although signed docu- 
.,d*H * untmon. ,\ly letter is not 
'■:< *•*(, b •* '-i4fee, in the hotly of it, 

}>■•% ! i. ud.hr-;.»«.! !m hhernrtl Robinson. I 
1 tee , et, .l.MAtite the style: 

I *’>• % ■*,>» j»,» itie Mini tetter re- 

• - ■ '■ > ‘ ’■ *>..| i*i !*.* obliged to th»*e for 

*■4-4'**,. f ■, j i ir »»v land and house 

to-’!'. «■/ >•'«.*-, -iiteJ I . m 4-IS »,r hstse them. 

I : 1 1 * - ■’!/ », iv ,;,*•»! at .hr. to my friend 

sin f.itiier Adieu. 31 

f M- ■» ! 'in! 

t»n>" u,r d,:r'-. <i!» Snwr-i hi Joseph llcwt% 
«»f Vi : i tit*..he. i, un<! another is William 
H*" ! hr *.4tne State 1 SUpjKiSC that 

if I Lid L-,**m un, tjoe^t *4 their letters years 

4 ;<* ! 1(44e In-el* Wotr snvrewfltl ift tny 
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rflWR J i'n'1 »* Harm- J'VMV. 

wwil:; his pm«*rs)un at llmua*- "{fit shat 1 
limi SivihJ Isi-Smu* 1 v..i.’• \?% dm wuvm* 

hmv, htnu'vn, ^m‘v a,-. ay utrus nr it si',' !r, 

unurntr/i >■[ our imw, and tn.n, tb !*;».;»• !v 

HOllliV I >! |> 5 a-. V«!iI- 

iknus U.r* a ttn'Jiiivj *•! thf ,Vnai t ..ir.uof U-c 
C^tyivv., m ar»?, imyihrt with Si.^h'si 
H<»j»kws, t'hn.raij.hri <;. M ! dmi, J,,hr Warns, 
Silas Mt'Utlr, snuwd ih; > Vihu >-f »J Uih" 
to IhuH«*v Sahair-.tail, t-u .Vunidvr 7 
*77S SultonstuH War the tu-;t taj.Iaia n; j|,:- 
ttnvv Of the I'fHtwl Slafm, 

'Hh- tSmu- , ■ „,i,- iji i'.*. )■:, , », , l..t<. , 

Iw<» Itjiaunh-sa , ft* ha ii'fr.l .<■-(» o , 

I4i* to *rut ii'.oir t »m < • •» *■<: r , : Vh. \ 

have ,»f *.tu ,1. ,* t..L 

Hti* • ’f irtir 1 if tha (*’ hi j - , ,i , t a, 14 ati 

If Vitti mi,! lit!', ■.*■} n. *. a!,: U a. 

b- thr „-r, *,<a ran? , . \.,u »M . - t . . 

th** cariu- .t snif.tjis t ,t, %,7 t 

,Nuj| a 1 , r' '111 aif.nl A i JI I , ! , / f a \ a, „a,,j 

futm' vatu t<-u ,i m !!»■■' .i ■ -1 ,* ; 

.\-v. ts ud>, u. --‘t ih ii 

,*n4 I*h?i,1 s,h , a *, r, 

!n- ahlo t>* >*,m,- with 1 ,,u i. 

rmmiraa*- and , ,j„! -a ,,j , , r ,,a ..., t 

If m«*jna h,- {-*•».' ,,,y„ {,a *> ;j », . la a ' ; 

Jintv.d tin a. ft,;,',»»>) »t; ,r *|i ,« \)/\]!, 

Milln, MifiJi »?it as Xatv \ ml, *.*,Jt‘, st,a )*( 

h«% hi-uxl , far tki! Jturp, ,• 

! * ‘ 
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When Dr, Prujter pnhli.dted his h»tok, in 
tHSt), he knew of hut one tail letter <4 Thomas 
Lynch, Jr. —ICmtuei s fatuous one, unique and 
utMjtproaihuble; thiee d<temuenfs stoned ; ant! 
twenty-two signature,**, That w what t labor i 
ously xitell «mt of tin* learned iloeiurA eoutu sed. 
ill - arranged, ami rumhiun; dissertations, If 
Drafter could have the assistance «rf u 

eumftetent writer to present to the wot Id hi*, val 
uahletliseovei ie.« anti the result of has resea re lies, 
it would have Ihcii a di-tun t advantage to the 
student. Sunn after lu* t»uve he. bnvhure to 
the public the doctor lueyatt to i-ive of 

what may he Muted Lytnhoniuma, and, as I 
am informed, he thought that he had found 
many signatures, eut bom hook*, whwh b*-.', 
enthusiastic e\|serH rev'art} with tpave sits 
pinion. My own Lynch stqnuturc I hekevr to 
in- lieyuwi *|ut* 

It is a Cull .'.iuuattue, \uiuen on the iu*k 
of the frunti .Jiteee of a l;m»o quuito volume, 
entitled " 7'he T/ttiyrf»i ,No/rW/e« ftmn the 
thwk; hy Thomas Ft.mklm M A. Fellow of 
Trinity College and (berk Ptofe.v.;ur m the 
Fn»versify of tamlmtloe, V<4. I. London, Print 
«d for U, Pianklm. m Invent fiaiben, ty^u ** 
1 mvsej.lt detached the sheet trout the m 

there was another hut leas sutrTe tore fiUpiatute 
nit the title puce, and l was ublnp-d t** take my 

.;»} 
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choice. The book came from the Pringles, of 
Charleston, and was a part of the Lynch library. 
It was given, with others, to Rev. J. M. Pringle 
about 1840, and eventually found its way to 
Mrs. M. T. Pringle. These facts I learned from 
several sources, and among them from Rev. Mr. 
Pringle—not the original owner, but a descend¬ 
ant— in a personal interview. I am entirely 
confident that my autograph is a genuine one. 

I must fight against the temptation to dwell 
on the Signers; the field is too extensive. I 
will only quote George Walton, of Georgia 
(moderately rare), because of his touching 
reference to his son Jesse. He writes, on April 
22, 1777, to Colonel John Stirk: 

... I wish General Success to your State, 
& sincerely wish I was well settled among you. 
However, while I am here I shall endeavor to serve 
your State to the uttermost. As my son, Jesse, has 
had his mind a little depress’d by fits, I shall be glad 
he can have his acct. adjusted, and if I can have 
any Influence with your state that he might not go 
into the Camp till he gets perfectly restored. . . . 

Let us sincerely hope that the adjustment of 
Jesse’s account relieved him from his fitful 
depression. 

As Lincoln said in his first inaugural address, 
"I am loath to close/’ I should be glad to 
* 305 
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wander further among the Americana, the 
Revolutionary, the Napoleonic, the Literary, 
the Dramatic, and the Political; but these 
meditations must not be unduly prolonged. 
“ Modus est rebus ”—" There must be an end of 
things”—Lord Kenyon was wont to say. No 
one will ever be as fond of my pets as I have 
been, and at no distant day they will he scat¬ 
tered among the bidders at the inevitable auc¬ 
tion-sale which awaits all collections save 
only those consigned to perpetual burial in 
some library. My own association with them 
will be lost and forgotten. I look upon them 
almost as one might upon the children whom 
he must leave behind him. They, however, 
may remember, while our cherished autographs 
and books, in serene unconsciousness, will be 
forever unmindful of the fondness which has 
been lavished upon them. A rare book wall 
now and then retain the record of a tender and 
devoted ownership, but an autograph seldom 
recalls the memory of a chance possessor. 
None the less dear to me are these relics of 
the leaders of life and of literature. Some 
one will preserve them, and perhaps may 
fondle them as I have done. I trust that 
they may come under the protecting care of 
a true collector, a real antiquary — no mere 
bargain-hunter, no "snapper up of unconsid- 
306 
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ered trifles,” but one endowed with the ca¬ 
pacity to appreciate whatsoever things are 
worthy of the affection of the lover of letters 
and of history. 
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